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Ahmedabad: Realme,
the No. 1 emerging
smartphone brand in India,
today announced to expand
the offline sales to 150 cities
in the forthcoming year. The
young brand will start with
top cities of the country,
gradually moving towards
150 cities phase by phase.
The "Proud to be Young"
brand has partnered with
offline retailers which will be
known as REAL Partners and
will give a value addition to
customer experience.

Realme will start with ten
cities across the country in
January 2019, eventually
adding 50 cities every
quarter. With the city
expansion the smartphone
brand will establish 20,000
outlets throughout the

Realme Offline Sales extend to 150 Cities in
2019 partners with 20, 000 REAL Partners

country. The retail outlets will
have all the models of that
the smartphone brand has
launched.

Commenting on the
expansion, Madhav Sheth,
Chief Executive Officer,
Realme India said, "Realme
as a young brand is
committed to delivering the
best consumer experience to
our customers. Strengthening
our commitment, we are
expanding our footprints to
meet the rapidly growing
customer demands. With the
new offline store, we are
extending our sales channels
reaching out to our offline
customers in every region.
This is the extension of our
sales strategy and ultimate
target of 'Realme for Every
Indian." (1-7)

A h m e d a b a d :
Maharashtra, who finished
second in the inaugural Khelo
India School Games 2018, are
aiming to grab the top spot
from Haryana as the Khelo
India Youth Games are all set
to start in Pune from
Wednesday.

Maharashtra has close to
900 athletes and officials and
coaches, which makes it by
far the biggest contingent at
the Games and will also have
the benefit of having had
some use of the improved
sports infrastructure.

At the KISG 2018,
Haryana picked 38 gold, 26
silver and 38 bronze, while
Maharashtra finished with 36
gold, 32 silver and 42 bronze.
Maharashtra, however, had
the consolation of winning
most medals, 110, as
compared to Haryana's 102.

Maharashtra look at topping medals tally
as host of Khelo India Youth Games 2018

Delhi, who were chasing
Haryana and Maharashtra till
the penultimate day were left
far behind at 25 gold, 29
silver and 40 bronze and a
total of 94 medals.

Other major medal
winning states were
Karnataka (16 gold, 11 silver
and 15 bronze), Manipur (13
gold, 13 silver and eight
bronze), Uttar Pradesh (10
gold, 24 silver and 27 bronze)
and Punjab (10 gold, 24 silver
and 20 bronze) were the
other states to win ten or
more gold. (19-10)

Ahmedabad: Cycle Pure
Agarbathies, the most
preferred puja brand for
millions of households in
India from homegrown
conglomerate NR Group,
launched Pure Fragrance
Infusion System (PFIS)
enabled "Sandalum
Agarbathies" in Gujarat,
today. Mr. Arjun Ranga,
Managing Director, Cycle Pure
Agarbathies unveiled the new
age technology, which packs
one agarbathi stick with the
power of two.

Speaking about the
product, Mr. Arjun Ranga,
Managing Director, Cycle Pure
Agarbathies, said, "Being the
pioneer in the agarbathi
market we understand the
requirements of the changing
time. For sustainability, we
have used flowers in our
productcollected from the
places of worship,which would
otherwise contaminate our

Cycle Pure Agarbathies unveils PFIS enabled
"Sandalum Agarbathies" in Gujarat

water bodies. On the
technology front, we have
introduced PFIS, which will
change the course of the
home-worship market in India.
With these innovations in
place, we are confident that
our product will create an
aromatic environment for our
consumers and elevate the
experience holistically." (19-10)

A h m e d a b a d :
Commonwealth Games
participant Meghna Reddy of
Telengana, and Allahabad's
Mohammad Anas are the
stellar draws among the 166
gymnasts in the Khelo India
Youth Games (KIYG) 2019
that get under way at the
Shree Shiv Chhatrapati Sports
Complex here from
tomorrow.

Reddy drew plaudits for
her performance in the
artistic gymnastics event of
the Gold Coast Games in
Australia last year, while Anas
won a bagful of medals at the
Khelo India School Games
2018 (KISG)

Expectedly, hosts
Maharashtra have fielded the
largest contingent with 39
gymnasts among the 17
participating states. West
Bengal, Uttar Pradesh and
Tripura have sent 21, 18 and
16 respectively with the

Gymnasts to launch the medal hunt at
Khelo India Youth Games tomorrow

remaining 13 states
completing the numbers.

Tuesday will see the first
two gold medals of the
Games being decided with
the Under-21 men's and
women's artistic gymnastics
finals. Events are scheduled
to begin at 10 am, and
competition will continue
through the day. (19-10)

Ahmedabad: Avantika
Narale wears her favourite's
tag with confidence, comfort
and awareness. The 15-year-
old Punekar, who rewrote
Dutee Chand's 200m national
junior record, wants to lower
her personal best time at the
Khelo India Youth Games
2019 this week to such an
extent that the record
remains in her name for some
years.

"Yes, I want to get
personal best times and
lower the national junior
record so much that it
remains in my name for some

Sprinter Avantika Narale wears favourite
tag with confidence and comfort

years," she says after
completing a couple of media
interviews. "My coaches
Sanjay Patankar and
Sudhakar Memane and I have
set clear targets for this
week. And I am confident
that I can achieve them."

The fastest girl at KISG
2018 in Delhi, she also
claimed the sprint double at
the national junior athletics
championships in Ranchi last
November. She clocked
12.38s in the 100m and
24.96s in the 200m to break
Dutee Chand's record in the
Under-16 division. (19-10)

Affordable leads residential
launches in Ahmedabad

Ahmedabad: Knight
Frank India today launched
the 10th edition of its flagship
half-yearly report - India Real
Estate. The report presents a
comprehensive analysis of the
residential (across eight cities)
and office (across seven cities)
market performance for the
period July - December 2018
(H2 2018).

According to the report,
affordable segment emerged
as a winner as a majority of
new launches were in under
INR 5 mn. Further, report
findings showed that share of
houses priced between INR
5-7.5 mn also increased. In
the Office segment, sunrise
sector of Co-working, which
is a part of the Other Services
sector, entered the
Ahmedabad market.

Balbirsingh Khalsa,
National Director IAS and
Branch Director - Ahmedabad
said, "After a few dull years,
Ahmedabad market has
started to see a rise in the
residential market with sales
moving up by 4% in 2018.
The growth is led largely by
sales in the affordable
housing sector. Majority

launches too have been in the
categories below INR 5 Mn
(5 Lakhs) constituting over
60% of total launches. With
residential inventories under
control, Ahmedabad market
in ready to show big
improvement in new
launches in 2019. The
commercial sector also
demonstrated growth on
account of heightened
activities from investors and
occupiers. The market
operated on positive
sentiments in 2018, which is
expected to remain positive
in 2019."  (19-10)

Ahmedabad: Kotak
Securities today unveiled its
Market Outlook for 2019
wherein it spoke about Nifty
performing within the range
of 10,000-13,000 by
December 2019..

Rusmik Oza, Sr. VP &
Head of Fundamental
Research, Kotak Securities
pointed at key factors like
global trade war, fed rates
and Brexit outcomes to set
the sentiment of the global
economy in 2019. In terms
of Indian economy, Oza
indicated that the next six
months may prove to be
chal lenging due to
forthcoming General
Elections - thereby leading to
some volati l i ty in the
markets. However, despite
this, the investors would be
intermittently rewarded with
several investment
opportunities in the market.
At the same time, he
cautioned the investors to
remain patient.

"Good prices and good
news, both will not come
together", said Oza.

Nifty's correction in terms
of valuation is nearly over

"Investors should focus on
companies driven by good
quality management and
also having high earnings
growth as well as reasonable
valuations - given the
thinning scope of re-rating in
2019. Stocks returns may
mimic earnings growth.
Hence it is ideal to focus on
growth stocks", Oza added.

Ozaalso pointed that Nifty
can witness a potential upside
of 16-20% - to get to a range
of 12,500-13,000 points, if
election outcome is positive
(i.e. a single political party
winning majority votes) and
earnings growth momentum
is maintained. (13-1)

The Foreign Minister of Japan, Mr. Taro Kono calling on the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra
Modi, in New Delhi on January 07, 2019.

national integration and secularism: VP
The Vice President of

India Shri. M Venkaiah Naidu
said that a stint of service in
National Cadet Corps (NCC)
has to be made compulsory
in all educational institutions.
He was addressing the
cadets of the National Cadet
Corps at the inaugural
ceremony of the Republic
Day camp in New Delhi
today.

Shri. Naidu congratulated
the cadets for their
enthusiasm and energy, for
their outstanding drill and
their confidence. He
observed that the Camp,
which would foster feelings
of unity and patriotism,
would serve as a memorable
and motivating learning
experience. The Vice
President urged the cadets
to make the best possible
use of the camp by
participating in all activities
conducted at the Camp with
sincerity and commitment.

Shri. Naidu said that the

training provided by NCC
since its inception has played
a vital role in inculcating the
qualit ies of discipl ine,
leadership, camaraderie,
team spirit, adventure and
national integration, thereby
leading to the hol ist ic
development of the Nation’s
youth and assuring a better
future.

He added that the camp
would be a unique
opportunity not only to
understand the country
better, but also to widen
one’s horizons and foster
lasting friendship with fellow
cadets from other nations.

Highlighting the timeless
values of universal
brotherhood, national
integration and secularism
for which NCC stood for, Shri.
Naidu applauded the selfless
service undertaken by the
cadets of NCC in times of
crisis and natural disasters
like earthquakes, cyclones,
floods, etc.

Foreign Minister of
Japan calls on PM

H. E. Mr. Taro Kono, Foreign
Minister of Japan, paid a
courtesy call on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi today. Mr. Kono
briefed the Prime Minister
about the follow-up action
taken in recent months after
the visit of Prime Minister Modi
to Japan in October 2018.  and
reiterated his strong
commitment to further deepen
the Special Strategic and
Global Partnership between
India and Japan.

“VIBRANT INDIA is a place where you
meet new Innovations and Trends”

Since 8 years, VIBRANT
INDIA EVENT SOLUTION is
achieving growth year on
year, from fabulous Magazine
we have travelled ti l l
Exhibition with great Success.
VIBRANT INDIA has firmly
established itself as a world-
class, professional, trend
setting and result-oriented
exhibition. It gives us
immense pleasure to let you
know that VIBRANT INDIA is
once again going to organize
a unique trade fair not only
in New Delhi but also in
Ahmedabad. VIBRANT INDIA
2019 is all set to welcome you
for its 4th edition trade show
from  11 to 13 January, 2019
at Gujarat University
Convention & Exhibition
Centre, Helmet Circle,
Navrangpura,  Ahmedabad,
GUJARAT.

"VIBRANT INDIA - 2019"
is an India's biggest as well
as international sourcing fair
and seminar on Houseware,

Hotelware, Home Appliances,
Gifts, Home Décor,
Kitchenware, Tableware, ,
Glassware, Plasticware,
Thermoware, Utensils,
Cutlery, Kitchen tools, Kitchen
Appliances, Crockery
products & It’s Industry., Get
opportunities to expand your
business through
Participating  and Visiting in
VIBRANT INDIA EXHIBITION
and enjoy the benefits.

Why this Exhibition in
Ahmedabad? :- Ahmedabad
is the largest industrial center
& the second largest
industrial center in western
India after Mumbai. and
Ahmedabad  is the largest
industrial hub in Gujarat,
contributes GDP of about USD
64 billion. The key drivers of
Ahmedabad’s economy are
the steel, food processing,
agriculture, heavy
engineering, chemical,
pharmaceutical garment and
textiles industries.
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100 suffer from food
poisoning at Bedva village

Vadodara/ Anand: Nearly
100 persons suffered from
food poisoning after having
lunch at a post-marriage cer-
emony at Bedva village of
Anand taluka on Sunday
evening.

The residents of Bedva,
Nar, Sojitra and adjoining vil-
lages of Kheda district com-
plained of severe bout of
vomiting, diarrhoea and un-
easiness after consuming
‘halva’ and chicken biryani
during the ceremony.

According to sources,
Farooq Vohra, a resident of
Bedva village, had invited
around 250 guests for the
ceremony on the second day
of his son’s marriage. Of the
250 guests, 120 were from
the same village whereas
others were from Nar, Anand,

Sojitra and those staying in
other villages of Kheda.

After consuming a meal
that included ‘halva’, chicken
biryani, samosa and butter-
milk on Sunday afternoon,
around 100 of them started
complaining of vomiting and
diarrhoea in the evening.
Later in the day, nearly 34 of
them were rushed to Sarsa
primary health centre
whereas others were shifted
to three private hospitals in
Anand.

After providing primary
treatment, 50 of them were
discharged as their condition
had improved by late night.
The rest of them were dis-
charged on Monday after-
noon. Condition of all of them
is said to be stable.

Health officials of Anand

district collected samples of
the food that the guests had
consumed during the cer-
emony. The report of the
samples tested by the au-
thorities is expected to come
within a day or two.The resi-
dents of Bedva, Nar, Sojitra
and adjoining villages of
Kheda district complained of
severe bout of vomiting, di-
arrhoea and uneasiness after
consuming ‘halva’ and
chicken biryani during the
ceremony.

According to sources,
Farooq Vohra, a resident of
Bedva village, had invited
around 250 guests for the
ceremony on the second day
of his son’s marriage. Of the
250 guests, 120 were from
the same village whereas
others were from Nar, Anand,

Sojitra and those staying in
other villages of Kheda.

After consuming a meal
that  inc luded ‘ha lva ’,
chicken biryani, samosa
and buttermilk on Sunday
afternoon, around 100 of
them started complaining
of vomiting and diarrhoea
in the evening. Later in the
day, nearly 34 of them were
rushed to Sarsa primary
health centre whereas oth-
ers were shifted to three
private hospitals in Anand.

After providing primary
treatment, 50 of them were
discharged as their condi-
tion had improved by late
night. The rest of them
were discharged on Monday
afternoon. Condition of all
of them is said to be sta-
ble.

Woman among three held for kid-
napping builder’s 14-year-old son

(H.S.)AHMEDABA: Dabhoi
police on Monday arrested
three persons including a
woman for kidnapping 14-
year-old son of a builder from
the town on December 20.

The accused – Sejal Bhatt,
Vikhyat alias Rahul Sharma
and Manish Sharma – had kid-
napped Sagar Patel when he
was on way to the tuition
classes. Sagar’s parents
Nileshkumar Patel and Prafula
Patel learnt that their son was
missing when he did not re-
turn home till late.

While they were searching
for Sagar in the town, Bhatt,
who lives near the victim’s
house and runs a provision
store, called Nileshkumar to
inform that two motorcyclists
had left an envelope for him.
The envelope had an anony-
mous letter stating that Sagar
was kidnapped and demand-
ing a ransom of Rs 40 lakh for
his release.

Police were informed about
the incident and a confidential
probe was initiated during
which they questioned Bhatt
about the source of letter. She
told police that two motorcy-
clists wearing helmets asked
her to hand over the letter to
Nileshkumar. After the police
went away, Bhatt developed
cold feet and immediately
called the other two to aban-
don the boy wherever they are.
The duo dropped the boy near
Bhatpur village of Sankheda
taluka and fled.

When Sagar gained con-
sciousness, he approached a
tobacco shop owner to call his
parents. Police said that
Nileshkumar received call late
on December 20 from the to-
bacco shop owner informing
that Sagar was with him. Since
Sagar was in a shock, he was

kept under medical observa-
tion for two days.

On Sunday, he told his par-
ents that when he was on his
going to tuition class on his
bicycle, two persons gagged
him and took him away in a
red car. During confinement,
he noticed that Bhatt was driv-
ing the car.

HANDWRITING NAILED
THE ACCUSED

According to police, they
suspected Sejal Bhatt’s story
about the letter. When the
Sagar Patel stated that he had
seen Bhatt driving the car, cops
went to Bhatt and sought her
handwriting sample. “Bhatt’s
handwriting and those in the
letter were quite similar follow-
ing which we arrested her,” said
in-charge inspector K C Bawa
of Dabhoi police station.

During interrogation, Sejal
Bhatt admitted to police that
she had hatched the plan along
with Vikhyat alias Rahul
Sharma, as both of them were

in dire need of money. Later
Vikhyat roped in his cousin
Manish in the plan and the
former got his friend’s car to
abduct the boy.

Three including a minor arrested for at-
tempting to loot Rs 10 lakh from a man

(H.S) Ahmedabad : Three
persons including a minor
were arrested within hours of
attempting to loot an em-
ployee of a petrol pump in
Subhanpura on Monday.

Police said that two more
persons were also present at
the spot when the loot was
attempted and they are yet
to be arrested. The Rs 10 lakh
that the trio tried to loot has
been recovered.

At around 10.30am, pet-
rol pump employee Rajesh
Solanki was on going on his
two-wheeler to deposit Rs 10
lakh in the bank. When
Solanki was passing from
Subhanpura slum quarters
road, five persons on two
bikes approached his two-
wheeler from behind. One of
three snatched the bag full of
cash that Solanki was carry-

ing and the trio sped away
towards Ellora Park. Solanki
chased them on the road and
caught up with them within
minutes.

He kicked their motorbike
after which one of them fell
down along with the bag full
of cash. Solanki’s counterat-
tack caught the accused by
surprise and they chose to
flee from the spot on foot.

“Solanki recovered the
bag lying on the road. The
accused also abandoned their
bike so it made it easier for
us to track them. We tracked
down the motorbike’s owner
from the license plate number
and questioned him. He said
that his friend had borrowed
the bike for a day from him,”
said R S Dodiya, Gorwa po-
lice inspector. The cops then
picked up Hiren Rohit who

had borrowed the bike and
questioned him.

He led them to two other
accused including Vikas
Patanwadia and a minor. “We
have got identification of the
other two accused and they
too will be nabbed soon,”
Dodiya told TOI. The police
said that gang must have
been keeping an eye on
Solanki’s movement over last
few days before striking on
Monday.

Three persons including a
minor were arrested within
hours of attempting to loot an
employee of a petrol pump
in Subhanpura on Monday.

Police said that two more
persons were also present at
the spot when the loot was
attempted and they are yet
to be arrested. The Rs 10 lakh
that the trio tried to loot has

been recovered.
At around 10.30am, pet-

rol pump employee Rajesh
Solanki was on going on his
two-wheeler to deposit Rs 10
lakh in the bank. When
Solanki was passing from
Subhanpura slum quarters
road, five persons on two
bikes approached his two-
wheeler from behind. One of
three snatched the bag full of
cash that Solanki was carry-
ing and the trio sped away
towards Ellora Park. Solanki
chased them on the road and
caught up with them within
minutes.

He kicked their motorbike
after which one of them fell
down along with the bag full
of cash. Solanki’s counterat-
tack caught the accused by
surprise and they chose to
flee from the spot on foot.

Services of around 100 contrac-
tual workers at SoU terminated

(H.S.)AHMEDABAD: The
services of around 100 con-
tractual workers employed at
Statue of Unity (SoU) were
terminated by BVG India for
going on leave without giv-
ing any intimation during the
Director Generals of Police
Conference at Kevadiya
Colony in Narmada district
from December 20 to 22.

When the workers
reached the SoU to resume
their duties on December 23,
they were not allowed by the
management, a company of-
ficer said. Prime Minister

Narendra Modi had also at-
tended the conference of sen-
ior police officers where they
deliberated upon the internal
security of the country.

Tribal leaders had called
a three-day Kevadiya bandh
from December 20 to 22 to
protest against the termina-
tion of the workers hired by
the company for maintenance
of the statue site. A large
number of people, including
workers, gathered at the
VVIP circuit house at
Kevadiya Colony and shouted
slogans against the manage-

ment that day. The workers
left only after they were as-
sured by police officers about
discussing with the manage-
ment regarding regularizing
of their jobs.

Meanwhile, BJP women
workers, who had come to
Ahmedabad to attend a na-
tional convention of the party,
reached the SoU on Sunday.
At least, 19,531 tourists were
registered of whom 12,784
had bought tickets of Rs120
each. However, BJP women
workers were allowed to en-
ter from expressway lift with-

out having entry tickets by
the SoU management.

Vikash Deshmukh, a tour-
ist from Mumbai who had
come to the SoU with his fam-
ily, said, “This gives a bad
image to BJP. Over 2,000 BJP
women entered the viewing
gallery without tickets." How-
ever, the SoU authorities re-
fused to comment on
this.Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had also attended the
conference of senior police
officers where they deliber-
ated upon the internal secu-
rity of the country.

City gets 11 new routes under UDAN
SURAT/VADODARA: Peo-

ple of Diamond City may soon
witness seaplanes operating
commercial passenger flights
to Statue of Unity with the
Ministry of Civil Aviation in-
viting bids for connecting se-
lected destinations under
phase-3 of the regional con-
nectivity scheme, UDAN.

Opening the third round of
RCS, the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion has invited proposals to
connect Surat with Statue of
Unity and other 10 routes, in-
cluding Baramati, Amby Valley,
Ujjain, Lonavala, Mandvi,
Kishangarh, Belgaum,
Bhavnagar, Amreli and Rajkot.

Earlier, Air Odisha had won

the bid for operating flight un-
der RSC connecting Surat to
Ahmedabad and Bhavnagar.
However, the flight service was
stopped due to cash crunch.

Sources said this is first time
that the Centre has given Surat
so much importance and of-
fered 11 routes, including
Statue of Unity in the RCS. This

is going to boost the tourism
sector as most of the destina-
tions, included in the scheme
are tourist places.Member of
Southern Gujarat Chamber of
Commerce & Industry’s aviation
committee Manoj Singapuri
said, “Earlier, we had proposed
to the aviation ministry to
provide routes to Surat .

LRD paper leak: Cops prob-
ing press staff for negligence

(H.S)AHMEDABAD: After
breaking the backbone of the
interstate paper leak gang,
Gujarat ATS, Ahmedabad
crime branch and
Gandhinagar police have now
trained their guns on the
printing press — Manipal
Technologies, from where the
LRD (fixed pay constable)
question paper was stolen
and then leaked to about
85,000 candidates either
physically or on social media.

An member of the joint
investigating team said they
are questioning some em-
ployees of Manipal Technolo-
gies and a team is currently
camping in Bidar of Udipi dis-
trict of Karnataka where the
printing press is located.

“If not on criminal

grounds, because the steal-
ing of LRD exam papers
comes under the head of
“burglary” — we are quizzing
them for negligence which
resulted in chaos and nearly
ruining careers of about 9
lakh candidates,” said an in-
vestigator.

A top police official said
that as the news of LRD pa-
per leak had spread like wild-
fire on December 2, just
hours before the exam, the
printing press should have
themselves taken the initia-
tive and checked their CCTV
footage.

“It would have made our
work easier and we had to
spend lot of time investigat-
ing the source of the leak.
They were in contact, but

never told us about the CCTV
footage,” said a top official of
Gujarat Police.

Investigators said the
press which prints question
papers for competitive exams
had a duty to exercise due
diligence in disposing of
waste. “They had dumped a
clearly visible question paper
in the waste room. This
should have been destroyed,”
a police official said.

An investigator said it is
also mandatory for the print-
ing press, which is into print-
ing confidential material to
have foolproof dumping
rooms. “In this case,
Mahadev Asture, Vinod West
Bengal, Madhya Pradesh,
Delhi and Maharashtra police
have contacted them to in-

terrogate the accused as the
same gang is suspected to
have leaked competitive
exam papers in many states.

Kingpin “Guruji” used
bluetooth to leak papers

Investigators said that
Mathur who is also known
as Guruji because of his
wrestling skil ls, was ar-
rested in 2017 for leaking a
competitive exam paper. He
had many different modus
operandi. In one of the
cases he had provided ear-
phones with blue tooth
which could be inserted in
the ear and they were so
powerful that even a whis-
per would be heard by the
candidate. They used to dic-
tate the answers from out-
side to the candidate.

Number of Haj applications dips in Gujarat
(H.S.)AHMEDABAD: The

Gujarat state Haj committee
conducted a draw from
among all applicants to se-
lect those who will go on the
Haj pilgrimage this year, as
Gujarat has been given a
quota of 5,970 seats for
which there were as many as
32,914 applicants.

This year, the Haj commit-
tee saw a dramatic fall in the
number of applications re-
ceived from aspiring pilgrims.
In last three years, the aver-
age number of applications
was higher than 50,000, with
some 52,000 applications re-
ceived last year.

The dip in applications this
year is attributed the change
in policy by the state Haj
committee. According to a
former chairman of the com-
mittee, Mohammed Ali Qadri,
“From the number of appli-
cations for a quota of just
over 4,000, the Haj commit-
tee fixed certain eligibility cri-
teria. Candidates who have
applied four times should only
be considered. This criterion
has been done away with.
This may have made those
who apply every year relax a
bit.”

Qadri also said that the
quota for Gujarat increased
over the last few years, with
the state getting more seats
from other states’ quota.
Moreover, this year, because
Saudi Arabia has increased its
quota for India, Gujarat’s
quota has also increased a
bit. “This may also be one
reason for the fall in the
number of applications, be-
cause seats with private tour

operators have also risen
considerably.”

This year, the Haj commit-
tee received the highest
number of applications from
Banaskantha district, which
has 3.65% of the Muslims of
Gujarat. As many as 5,573
applications were received
from Banaskantha against
the 219 seat quota for the
district. Ahmedabad district,
which has 15.11% of the

state’s Muslims, has a quota
of 907 seats, for which 4,649
applications were received.

Devbhoomi Dwarka dis-
trict has just 1.41% of the
state’s Muslim population and
has a quota of 84 seats, but
the Haj committee received
just 51 applications from this
district. “This means all ap-
plicants have been selected
from this district,” Qadri said.
Dang district has a very small
Muslim population, just
0.06%. Its quota is just four
seats and only four applica-
tions were received from this
district.

The Gujarat state Haj
committee conducted a draw
from among all applicants to
select those who will go on
the Haj pilgrimage this year,
as Gujarat has been given a
quota of 5,970 seats for
which there were as many as
32,914 applicants.

This year, the Haj commit-
tee saw a dramatic fall in the
number of applications re-
ceived from aspiring pilgrims.
In last three years, the aver-
age number of applications
was higher than 50,000, with
some 52,000 applications re-
ceived last year.

Realty MoUs worth Rs 20,000
crore for city in pipeline

(H.S.)AHMEDABAD: The
real estate sector is expected
to witness a flurry of invest-
ments during the ensuing Vi-
brant Gujarat Global Summit
2019. For Ahmedabad alone,
real estate developers are
going to sign 385 memoran-
dums of understanding
(MoUs) for realty projects
worth Rs 20,225 crore dur-
ing the ninth edition of the
biennial event, to be held
between January 18 to 20 in
Gandhinagar.

Of the MoUs lined up so
far, 259 proposals with cumu-
lative investment to the tune
of Rs 12,841 crore are for
developing realty projects in
areas falling under
Ahmedabad Municipal Corpo-
ration (AMC) limits. The re-

maining 126 MoUs worth Rs
7,384 crore are for localities
under Ahmedabad Urban
Development Authority
(AUDA), said sources in the
urban development depart-
ment.

The proposals include all
types of real estate projects
ranging from residential,
townships, bungalows, com-
mercial property to hotels in
various parts of Ahmedabad.

According to sources, city-
based real estate company
Mahika Infra has proposed a
residential and commercial
project in Vastrapur entailing
an investment of around Rs
1,000 crore, while Shreenath
Developers will ink an agree-
ment for a Rs 600-crore ho-
tel and commercial project in

Thaltej.
Arvind SmartSpaces, a

real estate company belong-
ing to the Arvind group, is set
to pump Rs 500 crore for a
township at Jethlaj in Kalol
near Gandhinagar. JP Iscon
Private Limited has come up
with a slum redevelopment
project at Odhav envisaging
an investment of Rs 100
crore.

Other prominent develop-
ers who are slated to ink
agreements during the Vi-
brant Summit are Sun Build-
ers, Aahna Build Spaces, City
Gold Developers, Riddhi
Siddhi Infra and Sheth Build-
ers to name a few.

With just a few more days
to go for the Vibrant Summit,
government officials believe

the number of MoUs and
projects will increase further.

In the last edition of the
summit, 301 real estate MoUs
involving investments of Rs
30,905 crore were signed for
real estate projects in AMC
limits. Of this, 20-30 projects
have failed take off and the
remaining are in various
stages of development, said
sources privy to the
information.Vibrant Gujarat
Global Summit 2019. For
Ahmedabad alone, real es-
tate developers are going to
sign 385 memorandums of
understanding (MoUs) for re-
alty projects worth Rs 20,225
crore during the ninth edition
of the biennial event, to be
held between January 18 to
20 in Gandhinagar.


