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PM launches development
projects in Kanyakumari

New Delhi | The Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi,
today flagged off the Tejas
Express between Madurai
and Chennai. At a large public
function in Kanyakumari, he
also laid the Foundation
Stone for the restoration of
rail connectivity between
Rameswaram
and
Dhanushkodi, and the
restoration of the Pamban
bridge. The Prime Minister
inaugurated some road
projects as well.
Addressing the gathering,
the Prime Minister said that
every Indian is proud that the
brave Wing Commander
Abhinandan belongs to Tamil
Nadu.
He also congratulated the
Vivekananda Kendra on being
conferred the Gandhi Peace
Prize a few days ago. He said
the Tejas Express is one of
the most modern trains and
is a great example of ‘Make
in India.’ He said that the
Rameswaram-Dhanushkodi
rail line got damaged after
the disaster of 1964 but for
over fifty years, no attention
was paid to this line. Better
late than never, he added.
The Prime Minister said as
part of the PM Kisan Samman
Nidhi, over 1.1 crore farmers

have already got their first
instalment in their bank
accounts. He said a scheme
announced on 1st February
has become a reality in the
same month itself. We
worked 24 hours non-stop to
ensure the scheme is rolled
out in 24 days, he added. He
said in ten years, about 7.5
lakh crore rupees would have
been received by hardworking farmers.
The Prime Minister said
that people want honesty,
development, progress,
opportunities and security
from the Government. Talking
about defence and security,
the Prime Minister said that
India has been facing the
menace of terrorism for
years. He said that the big
difference now is that India
will no longer be helpless in
the wake of terror. He said
that this is a New India that
will return the damage done
by terrorists with interest. In
matters of defence and
national security, we are
Indians first and Indians only,
the Prime Minister asserted.
The Prime Minister also
elaborated upon the steps
taken by the Union
Government
against
corruption.

Shripad Naik lays Foundation stone of National
Institute of Unani Medicine at Ghaziabad

New Delhi | Union Minister
of State (IC) for AYUSH Shri
Shripad Yesso Naik laid
foundation stone for National
Institute of Unani Medicine
(NIUM) today at Ghaziabad,
Uttar Pradesh in the august
presence of Union Minister of
State for External Affairs
General V. K. Singh.
Addressing the foundation
stone laying ceremony, Shri
Shripad Yesso Naik informed
that the Ministry of AYUSH is
establishing the NIUM,
Ghaziabad as a part of its
commitment
towards
provision and promotion of
quality education, research
and healthcare services
through Unani Medicine and
other AYUSH systems. He
further said that this institute
would be developed with an
approximate cost of Rs.
300.00 crore on 10 acres of
land and would be one of the
largest institutes of Unani
Medicine in Northern India.
With a 200 bedded hospital,
the institute would cater to
the needs of the masses and
would have facilities for
quality research and
education at postgraduate
and PhD levels, he added.
In his address, General V.
K. Singh extended his
gratitude to the Ministry of
AYUSH and Government of
India for selecting Ghaziabad
for the establishment of
NIUM. Speaking about Unani
Medicine, he said that this
system has effective
treatment for various
diseases especially skin
disorders for which other
medical systems have very

limited intervention.
Earlier in his welcome
address, Secretary, Ministry
of AYUSH, Vaidya Rajesh
Kotecha, said that his has
taken various initiatives like
NAMASTE-Portal and A-HIMS
for harnessing the potentials
of Information Technology in
the development and
promotion of AYUSH systems.
He said that the Ministry is
committed to develop the
NIUM, Ghaziabad as a world
class institution of Unani
Medicine. He further informed
that the Government of India
has made threefold increase
in the AYUSH budget during
the last four years.
Shri Anil Agrawal, Member
of Parliament (Rajya Sabha),
Shri Vijay Pal Singh Tomar,
Member of Parliament (Rajya
Sabha), Shri Dharam Singh
Saini, State Minister (IC) for
AYUSH, Government of Uttar
Pradesh, Shri Atul Garg, State
Minister, Government of Uttar
Pradesh, Shri Sunil Kumar
Sharma, MLA, Sahibabad, Shri
Ajit Pal Tyagi, MLA, Murad
Nagar, Shri Nandkishor, MLA,
Loni, Smt. Manju Shiwach,
MLA, Modi Nagar, Shri
Pramod Kumar Pathak,
Additional Secretary, Ministry
of AYUSH, Government of
India, Shri Roshan Jaggi,
Joint Secretary, Ministry of
AYUSH, Government of India,
Dr. Mohd. Tahir, Advisor
(Unani), Ministry of AYUSH,
Prof. Abdul Wadud, Director,
National Institute of Unani
Medicine, Banglore and Dr. M
A Qasmi, Joint Advisor
(Unani), Ministry of AYUSH
graced the occasion.

Air Marshal R Nambiar PVSM AVSM VM & Bar Assumes
the Command of Western Air Command as AOC-in-C

New Delhi | Air Marshal
Raghunath Nambiar, PVSM
AVSM VM & Bar took over as
Air Officer Commanding-inChief of Western Air
Command, Indian Air Force
on 01 March 2019. All the
Principal Staff Officers (PSOs)
of the Western Air Command
along with spouses were
present on the occasion. The
Air Marshal is an alumnus of
National Defence Academy,
Khadakvasla. He was
commissioned in the Flying
Branch of Indian Air Force as
a Fighter Pilot on 11 June
1981.
The Air Marshal reviewed
a ceremonial Guard of
Honour and outlined his
vision for the Western Air
Command. He exhorted all
personnel to work with zeal
& enthusiasm so as to enable
Western Air Command to
fulfill the objectives of the IAF

and the Nation at large.
The Air Marshal is an
Experimental Test Pilot and
has flown about 42 types of
aircraft. He has the distinction
of having the highest number
of flying hours to his credit
on Mirage-2000 in the IAF,
with over 2300 flying hrs on
the aircraft and a total of
5100 hrs of flying experience.
He is a member of the Society
of Experimental Test Pilots
and was the Project Test Pilot
for the Light Combat Aircraft
“Tejas”.

36 Hour Smart India
Hackathon 2019 Grand Finale

New Delhi | Department
for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT),
Ministry of Commerce &
Industry, today announced
that the Smart India
Hackathon (SIH) 2019 –
Software edition, Grand Finale
is to be held on March 2 & 3,
2019 at 49 different
centerssimultaneouslyacross

India where more than 34,000
ideas will be evaluated.
Launched on Aug 29, 2018
in New Delhi, Smart India
Hackathon 2019, harnesses
creativity and expertise of
students, builds funnel for
‘Startup India’ campaign,
crowd sources solutions for
improving governance and
quality of life.

New Delhi | 1.
The
summary of the Index of Eight
Core Industries (base: 201112) is given at the Annexure.
2.
The Eight Core
Industries comprise 40.27 per
cent of the weight of items
included in the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP).
The combined Index of Eight
Core Industries stood at
134.8 in January, 2019, which
was 1.8per centhigheras
compared to the index of
January, 2018. Its cumulative
growth during April to
January, 2018-19was 4.5per
cent.
3.
Coal production
(weight:
10.33per
cent)increased by 1.7 per
cent in January, 2019 over
January, 2018. Its cumulative
index increased by 7.1 per
centduring April to January,
2018-19over corresponding
period of the previous year.
4.
Crude Oil production
(weight: 8.98per cent)
declinedby 4.3 per cent in
January, 2019 over January,
2018. Its cumulative index
declined by 3.8 per
centduring April to January,
2018-19over
the
corresponding period of
previous year.
5.
The Natural Gas
production (weight: 6.88per
cent) increased by 6.2per
cent in January, 2019 over
January, 2018. Its cumulative
index increased by 0.5 per
centduring April to January,
2018-19
over
the
corresponding period of
previous year.
6.
Petroleum Refinery
production (weight: 28.04per
cent) declined by 2.6 per cent
in January, 2019 over
January, 2018. Its cumulative
index increased by 3.4 per
centduring April to January,
2018-19over
the

corresponding period of
previous year.
7.
Fertilizers production
(weight: 2.63 per cent)
increased by 10.5 per cent in
January, 2019 over January,
2018. Its cumulative index
declined by 0.3 per
centduring April to January,
2018-19
over
the
corresponding period of
previous year.
8.
Steel production
(weight:
17.92per
cent)increasedby 8.2 per cent
in January, 2019 over
January, 2018. Its cumulative
index increased by 5.0per
centduring April to January,
2018-19
over
the
corresponding period of
previous year.
9.
Cement production
(weight: 5.37per cent)
increasedby 11.0per cent in
January, 2019over January,
2018. Its cumulative index
increased by 13.6per
centduring April to January,
2018-19over
the
corresponding period of
previous year.
10.
Electricity
generation (weight: 19.85per
cent) declined by0.4per
centin January, 2019over
January, 2018. Its cumulative
indexincreased by5.7per cent
duringApril to January, 201819over the corresponding
period of previous year.
Note 1: Data for
November, 2018, December,
2018and January, 2019are
provisional.
Note 2: Since April, 2014,
Electricity generation data
from Renewable sources are
also included. Note 3: The
industry-wise
weights
indicated above are individual
industry weight derived from
IIP and blown up on pro rata
basis to a combined weight
of ICI equal to 100.

Index of Eight Core Industries (Base:
2011-12=100) January, 2019

The Secretary, Ministry of Rural Development, Shri Amarjeet Sinha visiting the Saras Aajeevika Mela-2019, in New Delhi
on March 01, 2019.

This world is full of opportunities
and one must seize them

New Delhi | The Vice
President of India, Shri M.
Venkaiah Naidu has said that
the education we impart in
our schools, colleges and
universities must lead to self
discovery, enlightenment and
awakening of an individual.
He was addressing the
gathering at the Platinum
Jubilee Celebrations of
Andhra Vidyalaya College of
Arts, Science & Commerce, in
Hyderabad today. The
Minister for Education,
Telangana, Shri G. Jagdish
Reddy and other dignitaries
were present on the occasion.
The Vice President said
that by 2020, the median age
in India will be just 28,
compared to 37 in China and
the US, 45 in Western Europe,
and
49
in
Japan.
Demographics is a game
changer in economic
development and can
transform the pace and
pattern of economic growth,
he added.
Shri Naidu said that
investing in people through
healthcare, quality education,
jobs and skills helps build
human capital. He further
said that though India has
made considerable gains in
human development, it still

grapples from challenges of
illiteracy, big barriers to
secondary schooling, lowquality public services, and
gender discrimination. It is
time for India to pursue a
much more aggressive
education plan, exploiting the
new
technology
opportunities, he added.
The Vice President said
that there should be renewed
focus on gender equality and
safety of women through
gender sensitization and
gender sensitization must
begin at the home, schools
and colleges. He urged the
institution to do everything in
its power to encourage more
and more young women to
avail opportunities of higher
education.
Saying that even when
jobs are available, candidates
with the right skill set that fit
the job are not available, the
Vice President suggested to
tackle this issue with the
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas
Yojna 2.0 which has been
launched in October 2016
and aims to train 10 Million
Youth over a period of 4
years.
Advising to pay attention
to equity in access to
education, the Vice President

said that women and girls,
Scheduled Castes and Tribes,
differently-abled and minority
groups need to have a barrier
free and equitable access to
higher education.
Quoting
Swami
Vivekananda's exhortation a
hundred years ago - “Awake,
arise and stop not till your
goal is reached”, Shri Naidu
said that this world is full of
opportunities and one must
seize them.
"I am delighted to
participate in the Platinum
Jubilee Celebrations of
Andhra Vidyalaya College of
Arts, Science & Commerce, in
Hyderabad today.
Completion of 70 years is
an important milestone in
the journey of any
institution. This journey of
seven decades stands
testament to the institution’s
unwavering commitment to
the cause of providing quality
education.
I was informed that the
A.V. Education Society was
established in the year 1944,
with an objective of
extending
educational
opportunities to backward
sections of the region.
The society started A. V.
College in 1968 to provide

Under Graduate education to
students in the region and
later expanded to provide
Post Graduate education.
In the last seven decades,
the institution has produced
many eminent Indians who
have been doing great
service to this country. It is
noteworthy that many of its
alumni are holding top
positions in a number of
organizations in India and
abroad.
I am happy to know that
Justice Subhash Reddy,
Judge of the High Court of
A.P; Capt. K. Usha, first
w o m a n A r my O f f i c e r ;
Pullela Gopi Chand,
National Coach, Badminton;
Gagan Narang, Olympian
and Champion Shooter and
several other achievers and
successful professionals are
alumni of this great
institution.
It is heartening to note
that in its vision statement,
the institution envisages the
empowerment of individuals
through the pursuit of
excellence.
By 2020, the median age
in India will be just 28,
compared to 37 in China and
the US, 45 in Western Europe,
and 49 in Japan.

PM’s address after launch of
development projects in Kanyakumari

New Delhi | I am
delighted to be here in
Kanyakumari. I begin by
paying homage to respected
Amma, Jayalalithaa Ji.
Her good work for the
people of Tamil Nadu will be
remembered
for
generations. I am happy that
the Tamil Nadu government
is working hard to fulfill her
development vision. I am
proud that India's first
woman Defence Minister
Nirmala Ji is from Tamil
Nadu. Every Indian is proud
that the brave Wing
Commander Abhinandan
belongs to Tamil Nadu.
I would also like to
congratulate
the
Vivekananda Kendra on
being conferred the Gandhi
Peace Prize a few days ago.
The community service
efforts of the Kendra are
commendable and inspiring.
A short while ago, we
inaugurated and laid the
foundation stone for several
development works related
to roads, railways and
highways. I have flagged off
the fastest train, Tejas
between Madurai and
Chennai. This is one of the
most modern trains and is a
great example of ‘Make in
India’
having
been
manufactured in the Integral
Coach Factory of Chennai
itself. The foundation stone
of a railway line between
Rameshwaram
and
Dhanushkodi has also been
laid today. This line got
damaged after the disaster
of 1964 but for over fifty
years, no attention was paid
to this line.
You would be happy that
the new Pamban rail bridge

is going to be constructed
now. Today India is the
fastest growing large
economy in the world. India
is creating next generation
infrastructure at a record
pace. We are among the
nations with the largest
start-up eco-system. India is
also home to the largest
healthcare programme in the
world- Ayushman Bharat.
India of the 21st century has
to work with speed and
scale, which is what the NDA
Government is doing. Just
last Sunday, the Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
that was announced in this
year’s Budget was launched.
Under this scheme,
farmers having up to five
acres of land would be given
a monetary support of six
thousand rupees per year
from
the
Central
Government in three
instalments. Over 1.1 crore
farmers have already got
their first instalment directly
in their bank accounts. Can
you imagine, a scheme
announced on first February
has become a reality in the
same month itself. We
worked twenty-four hours
non-stop to ensure the
scheme is rolled out in
twenty-four days.
Like leap years and
Football world cups come
once in four years,
incomplete loan waivers of
the Congress come just
before an election. After
doing nothing for farmers,
they will come at the end and
say- we will waive off your
loans. In reality, Congress
loan waivers benefit few
farmers. NDA government’s
Kisan Samman Nidhi is not a

once in a few years scheme.
Benefits will be given every
year and in ten years, about
7.5 lakh crore rupees would
have gone to hard-working
farmers.
When a government
works with speed and scale,
it clearly shows. The great
sage Tiruvalluvar said “When
the rare chance comes, seize
it to do the rare deed.” In
2014, it was after thirty years
that a Party got a full
majority in the Parliament.
The people’s message was
clear- they wanted a
Government that takes the
lead in taking and bold and
tough decisions.
Guided by ‘Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas’ and with the
active participation of 130
crore Indians, the NDA
government has undertaken
some of the most historic
decisions in national
interest. Let me give you a
few local and national
examples. Tamil Nadu is a
coastal state, where the
fisheries sector is vibrant.
Several of our fishermen
brothers and sisters work
hard to earn their living. It
is the NDA government that
has had the honour of
creating a new department
for fisheries. Previous
governments came to take
your votes but when it came
to doing work for fishermen,
they had nothing much to
show. The benefits of Kisan
Credit Card have also been
launched for our fishermen
and women. The Centre has
released over Rupees three
hundred crores towards
construction of Deep Sea
Fishing Vessels in Tamil
Nadu.

Fishermen in the sea get
help from space. We have
p rovided Navic devices
developed with the help of
Indian Space Resear ch
Organization. This device
provides information in local
language. This navigation
device not only provides
details of fishing zones but
also provides weather
related warnings to the
fishermen.
We understand that if we
want to increase the income
of Fishermen brothers and
sisters, then we have to
develop infrastructure
associated with fisheries.
The construction works of
Mukayur Fishing Harbour in
Ramanathapuram district
and Pumpuhar Fishing
Harbour in Nagapattinam
are almost completed. The
Government of India is most
sensitive to the safety and
well-being of fishermen.
Due
to
sustained
diplomatic efforts, since May
2014, more than nineteen
hundred fishermen have
been released by Sri Lankan
authorities.
NDA
government has put
renewed focus on our
coastal areas, with stress on
connectivity and prosperity.
Going a step ahead of port
development, we are
working
on
port-led
development.
The
capacity
and
efficiency of existing ports
are being improved. The
Sagarmala project is also a
part of our vision. Work is
being carried out on this
project keeping in view the
needs of not only the
present but also future
generations.

