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South's film industry is synonymous with 'soft power'

The Bharatiya Janata
Party has adopted a strategy
of leveraging the soft power
of the film world to increase
its seats in the upcoming Lok
Sabha and Assembly elections
in South Indian states. Be it
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah or BJP President Nadda,
they have started paying
courtesy calls to South Indian
leaders as well as top film
stars there.““Amit Shah R.R.R.
After watching the film and
praising it publicly, Telugu star
Jr. NTR visited Hyderabad. Had
a meeting with him. After that,
a post on Twitter in which the
two interacted also got
thousands of likes.““Similarly,
JP Nadda also keeps in touch
with Prabhas and Nithin.
Prabhas' father Krishnam Raju
has also been an MP in
Vajpayee in 1998. Prabhas
even visited Prime Minister
Modi in Delhi.““Telangana
Chief Minister Chandrasekhar
Rao and his leaders are
outraged that their state's film
stars are coming close to the
BJP as film actors in the South
are followed like devotees of
God. Tamil Nadu, Andhra,
Telangana, Kerala are now
gearing up to prevent the BJP
from gaining political
influence, but also seem to be
using the fear of power to
prevent the promotion of films
by actors, producers and
directors with pro-BJP
leanings and projects in which
they have invested.““Last
month, Junior NTR was all set
to hold a promotional event
for his film 'Brahmastra' on a
grand scale at Ramoji Rao
Studios in Hyderabad, when
the police department
canceled the permission to
hold the mega event citing
security reasons at the last
minute under pressure from
above. In the end the event
had to be wrapped up with
very limited media presence.
Jr. N.T.R. Holds the distribution
rights of this film. In Tamil
Nadu, DMK chief minister
Stalin also follows such a
pattern.““  Veteran Telugu film
producer and director
Rajamouli also openly holds
meetings with BJP leaders and
participates in events.
Rajamouli's father, well-
known screenwriter
V.Vijayendraprasad, and
South's legendary musician

Iliyaraja have both been made
members of the Rajya Sabha
i.e. MPs.““Prime Minister Modi
is also congratulating on the
appointment of these
dignitaries or the success of
fi lm actors on social
media.““The BJP is also getting
closer to media baron Ramaji
Rao, who owns publications
like Ramoji Rao Studio, Ramoji
City and Inadu, who has close
ties to the South's film world
and Telugu Desam Party's
Chandrababu Naidu.““The
original founder of the Telugu
Desam Party was NT Rama
Rao, the former Chief Minister
of Andhra Pradesh. Now the
party has moved away from
the NDA at the center but
grandson Jr. NT Rao. An
interesting equation is
intensifying as the BJP is
building ties. In the last two
years, the BJP has given a
shocking performance to the
TRS party in the Greater
Hyderabad municipal elections
in Telangana. Has also won in
the by-elections of two
assembly seats. With the state
going to assembly elections in
2023 and Lok Sabha elections
in 2024, film actors leaning
towards the BJP is eyeballing
the anti-BJP parties.““In an
influential area like
Nizamabad, film actor Nishith
handles BJP inspired social
projects.““Another interesting
incident is that just as 'Kashmir
Files' is a film highlighting to
the world how Pandits were
tortured by extremists, the
Nizam of Hyderabad and pro-
Pakistani elements under the
leadership of Qasim Rizvi
attacked those who did not
support Hyderabad's merger

with Pakistan. The 'Razakar
Files', which have been
destroyed by the atrocities,
are now being brought out.
The film is being produced
under the same name and the
screenplay of the film has
been handled by Vijayendra
Prasad, the writer of
'Baahubali' and 'RRRR' after
documentary research. The
film is expected to release
before the elections. This film
is expected to mobilize Hindu
votes not only in Hyderabad
but also in South and India.
Top stars are going to act in
this film. Earlier the legendary
director of South
'Shankarabharanam' fame K.
Vishwanath has already been
honored by the BJP
government with the Dada
Saheb Phalke Award. Thus,
the appreciation of artist-
professionals of the South has
started to increase at the
national level.““Actress
Khushbu Sundar, who was
once very close to the
Congress and has been at the
forefront of criticizing the BJP,
and Madhavi, who has a
temple, have also joined the
BJP.““Anti-BJP Kamal Haasan
has formed a political party
but Vanathi Srinivasan
stunned everyone by
defeating him in the
Coimbatore assembly
election.““Vanathi is also in the
BJP and has been promoted
by the BJP to the party's
National Election Committee
and given an important
responsibility.

Similarly, Suriya, who
has a strong craze for
promoting the new education
policy of the BJP government,
has also been successfully
included in the wing. Now BJP
has come close to another
popular actor Ajith. Ajith's
supporters have already

joined the BJP. Ajith, known as
'Thala', has to repeatedly
clarify that it is just a rumour,
that he is going to contest
from the BJP. Rajinikanth is also
a BJP supporter.““However
many influential actors like
Vijay, Kamal Haasan, Prakash
Raj, Kasabi and creators are
putting up a front against the
BJP policy which is indirectly
supported by Chandrababu,
Chandrasekhar Rao, Stalin.““It
is also being discussed in the
film world that the BJP
government at the center,
organizations protecting

Hindutva and national
interests are concerned that
the Hindi film industry known
as Bollywood has been in the
grip of certain elements for
the last few years who are
part of a well-planned
conspiracy to alienate the new
generation from Indian and
Hindu culture. Takes it away.
Indian scriptures, mythology,
literature, creativity, language,
art and culture and tradition
are disappearing. Drugs, sex,
disintegrating family
members, a blow to the
institution of marriage, gender

distortions instead of
expressions of love, disguises
not seen even in Hollywood,
scenes, crime, jokes about the
religious identity of certain
characters or the
characterization of them as
corrupt became
commonplace.

Against this South
Indian films and stories and
their depiction of Indian
society,““Family, civilization
and tradition are at the center.
Crime and sex-based films are
also made there, but they are
Indian.

After the fighter jets, the gear of speed will
now change to the Kamshayaal planes

17th December, 1903 was
a day that rose with wings for
mankind. The Wright brothers
made the world's first
successful flight, the 'Wright
Flyer', in North Carolina. A
new chapter in human history
had already been written
when the plane came down to
the ground at a height of 120
feet. When the world's first
airplane flew, speed was not
important, fl ight was
important. The speed of that
plane is only 10.98 km/h on
the runway. It was against the
clock. The speed of Wright
Brothers' third series aircraft
when it flew was 60 kmph. It
was against the clock. That
speed was also recorded in
the ground.““The airspeed of
an airplane flown by Alberto
Dumont in France in
November-1906 was recorded
for the first time. It was the
first time that the official
airspeed of any aircraft was
measured. The speed of the
plane is 41 km. It was against
the clock. For a few years all
the planes had a plus or minus
speed of around 60 to 90
kmph. The speed of 100 was
achieved for the first time in
1910 in France. The world's
first passenger flight flew
from St. Petersburg to Tampa
in America. Its speed is 103
km. It was an hour. The plane
flew with only one passenger
and covered a distance of 34
km. The period was the
pioneer period of aircraft,
with new models and
aeronautics more important
than speed.

In the next decade, a
hundred km/h was added to
the new model every two or
three years. Airplanes
progressed to speeds of 300
km/h in 1920, 400 km/h in
1923, and 500 km/h in 1928.
In Germany in 1941, the speed
of a fighter plane was
recorded for the first time at
1000 km per hour, but it was
not officially recognized for
technical reasons. The first
official record of a speed of
1,000 took place in America
in 1947. Lockheed Matan 80-
R fighter aircraft 1003 km. It
flew at the speed of an hour.
In the same year, American
pilot Charles Yeager set a
record by flying an airplane at
the speed of sound.““It took
another decade to reach
1,000 to 2,000 in fighter
planes. In 1958, Lockheed
Martin's fighter plane flew
2200 km. A speed of one hour
was achieved. During that
period, the speed of fighter
planes was increasing mostly.
3500 km for the American
defense company Lockheed in
1976. Have done successful
speed tests per hour. The
speed of the fighter planes
was competitive, but the
Kamshayaal flights were not
as fast.““The real
development of aviation came
after World War II. A number
of airlines came into being
during the peacetime period
after the World War.
Industrialists bought army
cargo planes or military
planes used to transport
troops and put them into civil
aviation. New technology was
always coming. The industrial
revolution was accelerating.
Innovation was communicated
in the field of education. The
foundation of corporate culture
was not visible in America-
Europe. In such an
environment, a slow but
steady trend of air travel
began. However, speed was
not as important in it as it was
in fighter planes. Safety was

more important than speed in
passenger fl ight.““Many
reasons were responsible for
the lack of speed in the field
of civil aviation. If an aircraft
carrying 150-200 passengers
flies at the speed of sound and
has an accident, there will be
massive loss of life. Despite
the capacity, the speed of the
passenger planes was
controlled around 400 to 500
km per hour. Apart from
passenger safety, another
issue was fuel. As the plane
flies faster, more fuel is
required. Air travel becomes
more expensive if there are
engines that burn more fuel.
The airlines could not afford
it. Simply put, planes that
don't give averages are no use
for airlines! The speeds that
the Air Force could afford
were useless to the airlines.
However, it was not as if the
speed was not increasing at
all. In 1960, the speed of the
Russian Tu-114 passenger
plane was a record 871 km.
was recorded against the
clock. After about one and a
half to two decades after
1960, the speed of passenger
planes changed gear. In the
1960s and 1970s,
international passenger planes
averaged 100 kilometers per
hour. In 1970, the first Boeing-
747 commercial aircraft flew.
In 1988, the Russian Tu-134A
civil aircraft flew 415 km. The
plane landed at a speed of 1
hour. The incident of the
passenger plane landing at
such a speed made it into the
news all over the world.
Competition was increasing in
the airline business. Along
with security, there were
demands for timely delivery of
passengers. A series of
advertisements started
showing how many hours
flights of which airlines take
between the two cities.
Airplanes with a capacity of
180 passengers reached a
speed of up to 700 km at
altitude.““But what set a new
speed record in civil aviation
was the name of the plane -
Concorde. In 1996, this
aircraft set a trend in the field
of civil aviation by flying faster
than the speed of sound.
These planes, a joint venture
of France-Britain, were flying
since 1976. These planes with
a capacity of 92 to 128
passengers were flying till
2003. Its maximum speed is
2179 km. It was against the
clock. But because of the high
speed, it spread more
pollution in the air and was
also relatively expensive to
operate. After Concorde, a
new era of supersonic
passenger aircraft is being
claimed to be beginning again.
Passenger planes are shifting
gears yet again.““Spanish
aircraft designer Oscar Vinales
designed a supersonic
passenger plane. The aircraft
will have a capacity of 170
passengers and will be
nuclear powered. This plane
can cross the Atlantic Ocean
in just 75 minutes and will be
the fastest passenger plane in
the world. Its speed will be
three times or more than the
speed of sound. The
maximum speed of this Hyper
Sting aircraft will be 4287 km
per hour. Currently, the 5570
km long flight from London to
New York takes seven and a
half hours. That distance will
be reduced to only one and a
half hours. At present most of
the planes stabilize at an
altitude of 30-35 thousand feet
after 800-900 km. flies at the
speed of counterclockwise.



3Friday, March 31, 2023

Owner : Kalyani Publications PVT LTD. Publisher and Printer : Mayur
C. Bhatt.  Printed at : Dharti Printers C-3, Shankar Chember, Nr. Fadia
Chamber, Asharam Road, Ahmedabad-2. Published           From and Place
of Publication : 201,202,208 Nandan complex, opp mithakhali rly crossing,
mithakhali, ahmedabad. Editior : Mayur C. Bhatt

My11Circle's Giant Mystery Campaign
Set to Add Extra Thrill to the IPL Season

Ahmedabad, Games24x7,
India's most valuable multi-
gaming platform, is bringing a
new mystery to this IPL season
with an exciting new campaign
for its fantasy sports platform,
My11Circle. The leading
fantasy cricket platform and
official title sponsor of IPL
franchise Lucknow Super
Giants (LSG) has unveiled an
exciting lineup of fan
engagement campaigns for the
upcoming cricket season. With
campaigns like 'Bade Se Bada',
'Locker Room Stories', and
'Out of the Park', My11Circle
aims to provide fans with a

unique and entertaining
experience throughout the
season. Commenting on the
campaign, Saroj Panigrahi,
Senior Vice-President,
My11Circle, said, "At
My11Circle, we have always
kept the user at the centre. Our
campaigns are based on the
insights which we draw from
our users and that's the reason
they resonate extremely well
with our audience. We are
positive that the new
campaigns will strike a chord
with our players and elevate
their engagement on the
platform." (1-7)

Vadodara  Plus

CAG points out several flaws in
Gujarat govt's financial management

GANDHINAGAR: The
Comptroller and Auditor
General of India (CAG) has
pointed out several flaws in
the financial practices of the
Gujarat government and said
there was a need to formulate
a realistic budget based on the
needs of the departments.

The "State Finance Audit
Report of the CAG for the year
ended March 31, 2022" was
tabled on the floor of the
Gujarat Assembly on
Wednesday, the last day of the
month-long budget session.
Pointing out that financial
accounts of 2021-22 were
"affected" as capital
expenditure was overstated
and revenue expenditure
understated, the CAG said,
"The state government needs
to formulate a realistic budget
based on the needs of the
departments and their
capacity to utilise the allocated
resources."

"An appropriate control
mechanism may be instituted
by the government to enforce
proper implementation and
monitoring of budget so that
large savings within the grant
or appropriation are
controlled, and anticipated
savings are identified and
surrendered within the
specified timeframe," it
added. The national auditor
observed that though
departments demand
additional funds for different
schemes and activities; they
"finally end up spending less
than the original budget
provision and the
supplementary provision or
parts thereof. As a result, the
unutilised funds cannot be
made use of".

The CAG noted that
some departments could not
utilise more than 50 per cent
of the original provision (Rs 50
crore or more), leading to
savings of Rs 3,528.83 crore
at the end of the year in 21
schemes. As per the Gujarat
Budget Manual-1983, rush of
expenditure, particularly in the

closing months of the financial
year, is a breach of financial
propriety, the CAG said.

However, the CAG report
revealed that expenditures in
March were significantly
higher than that of other
months during the financial
year 2021-22. In some cases,
CAG noted that 50 per cent of
the total expenditure for a
particular work was spent in
March, while nominal funds
were spent in the three
previous quarters. The CAG
also noted that under 124 sub-
heads, 100 per cent
expenditure (Rs 4,747.17
crore) was incurred in March
2022.

"Thus, contrary to the
spirit of financial regulation,
substantial expenditure was
incurred by the state
government at the end of the
financial year, indicating
inadequate control over
expenditure and poor
budgetary management," it
added.

The CAG found a major
flaw in the allocation of funds
by the Health and Family
Welfare Department in
running "HLT 29 Epidemics
Diseases Programme" in the
state. Though non-
communicable diseases
(NCD) do not come under
epidemics, a provision of Rs
50 lakh was made under HLT
29 for NCD in 2019-20, 2020-
21 and in 2021-22.

"Similarly, a budget
provision of Rs 20 lakh was
made under HLT 29 for
Thalassemia every year
during 2019-20, 2020-21 and
2021-22 though it is not an
epidemics/communicable
disease. Provision for NCD and
Thalassemia could have been
made under the general
planning instead of under HLT

29 epidemics," said the CAG.
The CAG also pulled up

the Finance Department over
the issue of "non-submission
of information as well as
accounts regarding grants and
loans paid to various
institutions".

"Non-submission of
4,563 Utilisation Certificates
amounting to Rs 10,309.47
crore within the specified
period not only weaken the
financial accountabil ity
mechanism but also indicate
failure of the departmental
officers to comply with the
rules and procedures to
ensure timely utilisation of
grant for the intended
purpose," it said. Non-
submission of accounts by
autonomous bodies and
authorities violated the
prescribed financial rules and
directives. These point to
inadequate internal controls
and deficient monitoring
mechanisms of the state
government, the report said.

The CAG further
suggested that the "state
government needs to institute
a rigorous monitoring
mechanism to ensure that the
Departments comply with the
prescribed rules and
procedures regarding
submission of utilisation
certificates".

According to the CAG,
Article 205 of the Constitution
of India states that no money
shall be drawn from the
Consolidated Fund except
under appropriation made by
law by the state legislature.

However, "excess
expenditure of Rs 14,367
crore pertaining to the period
from 2007-08 to 2011-12 and
2013-14 to 2021-22 had
escaped legislative oversight,
as it was pending
regularisation as per Article
205", the auditor noted,
adding that excess
expenditure over provision
vitiates the system of
budgetary and financial
control.

British specialty chemical makers’
subsidiary to build new plant in Dahej

AHMEDABAD: Specialty
Chemicals major, Croda India,
a wholly-owned subsidiary of
UK-based Croda International
Plc, on Wednesday
announced it will build a new
plant at Dahej in Gujarat. The
company announced an
investment of Rs 500 crore in
the first phase to come up with
a new facility to manufacture
consumer care products. The
groundbreaking ceremony
took place on Wednesday.

The company said the
new facility will increase
capacity to serve rising
regional consumption of its
consumer care products and
growing opportunities in
pharma and crop care.

“This investment at

Dahej is a demonstration of
our commitment to the
Indian market and a
recognition of its immense
potential for growth,” said
Murali Duvvuri, MD, Croda
India.

The group has been
present in India for over two
decades and has a
manufacturing and
innovation centre in Navi
Mumbai and alongside
offices in Ahmedabad. “The
new plant will also provide
advanced and sustainable
solutions to its customers,
further increasing its
manufacturing presence to
meet fast-growing demand
in Asia,” Croda India said in
a statement.

Minister of Civil Aviation Shri Jyotiraditya M. Scindia
inaugurates direct flight between Ahmedabad and Gatwick

Union Minister of Civil
Aviat ion & Steel ,  Shr i
Jyot iraditya M. Scindia
inaugurated a direct flight
between Ahmedabad and
Gatwick. In his address, Shri
Jyotiraditya M. Scindia said
that this new air connectivity
wi l l  br ing in new
opportunities for trade and
commerce and help Indian
students studying in the UK.

Speaking on the
connectivity in Ahmedabad,
the minister stated that the
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
Internat ional Airport,
Ahmedabad currently has the
capacity to handle 50 lakh
domest ic and 25 lakh
international passengers.
The government aims to
increase the passenger
capacity of Ahmedabad to
1.60 crore.

In 2013-14, Ahmedabad
was connected to only 20
destinations and under the
leadership of PM Narendra
Modi, in the last 9 years the
connectivity has increased to
57 destinations, he added. In
last 9 years, the weekly air
traff ic movement from
Ahmedabad has increased
from 980 per week to 2036
per week, increase by 128%.

On the development of
civil aviation in Gujarat, Shri
Scindia said that the Union
Government has given
specific attention to the
infrastructure development
in the state. A new terminal
has been developed in
Kandla, a new integrated
terminal building in Surat
with the cost of Rs 250 crore,
and a new ATC Tower cum
technical  bui ld ing in
Vadodara.  Currently, Gujarat
has 10 airports, and with the
development of two new
greenf ie ld airports in
Dholera with a cost of Rs
1305 crore and Hirasar
Rajkot with a cost of Rs 1405
crore this number wi l l

increase to 12.
In Gujarat, the number of

fl ights operational from
airports of Gujarat has
increased to over 2500 from
1175 in 2013-14. Under the
RCS UDAN scheme, Gujarat
has been awarded 83 routes
and 55 of them have already
been operationalized and the
rest will be operational soon.

Shri. Balwantsinh Rajput,
Minister, Government of

Gujarat; Shri Rajiv Bansal,
Secretary, Ministry of Civil
Aviation and Shri. Campbell
Wilson, CEO-Air India were
also present.

Wheat Procurement for
RMS 2023-24 commences

at a good note
Procurement of Wheat

for RMS 2023-24 has
commenced in the country
and a quantity of 10,727
metric tonnes of wheat has
been procured up to
27.03.2023 as compared to
nil procurement last year.

The wheat has been
procured in the state of
Madhya Pradesh in the areas
of Ujjain, Dewas, Indore,
Shajapur, Sehore etc.

It is also worthwhile to
note that the total
procurement last year during
the month of March itself was
around 10,000 metric tonnes
only whereas this year this
figure has already crossed on
27.03.2023. As against about
18 lakh farmers actually
participating in public
procurement operation last
year for selling their produce
to government agencies,
more than 31 lakh farmers
have already registered

themselves this year for
participation in public
procurement operations of
wheat. These are good signs
for healthy procurement of
wheat this year.

A quantity of 341.50 LMT
wheat has been estimated for
procurement during RMS 2023-
24 as against 187.92 LMT
wheat actually procured during
last RMS 2022-23. Based on the
information furnished by the
State Governments, state-wise
procurement estimates has
been finalized in the State Food
Secretaries meeting held on
01.03.2023. As per the
Second Advance Estimates
published by Ministry of
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare,
the estimated production of
wheat is around 1121 lakh
metric tonnes this season. As
per the latest reports from field
offices of FCI, the recent rains
have not impacted adversely on
the production of wheat.

Utkarsh Small Finance Bank Limited
expands its presence in Gujarat
Ahmedabad, Utkarsh Small

Finance Bank Limited, today
announced the inauguration of
its banking outlet in
NavsariWith this launch, the
Bank offers its financial
services through a network
of828 banking outlets in the
country spread across 26
states and union territories.
The launch of thisbanking
outlet in Navsari is aligned with
the Bank's strategy to extend
itsreach and thereby offer an
entire gamut of financial
services to customers in new
and existing geographies. This
includessavings& current
accounts, fixed & recurring
deposits, loans, credit,
insurance, and investment
products to customers across

the Bank's network.
The Bank, in addition,

offers wholesale lending,
micro, small and medium
enterprises ("MSME") loans,
housing loans, loan against
property, commercial vehicles
and construction equipment
loans and gold loans products
to its customers. Speaking on
the occasion, Mr. Govind
Singh, MD & CEO, Utkarsh
Small Finance Bank Limited,
said, "It is a momentous day
for Utkarsh Small Finance
Bank Limited as we expand
our footprint across the
country. The inauguration of
this branchat Navsari is of
immense importance to us, as
we deepen our presence in
the state of Gujarat. (19-2)

Dr Raghavendra of MAHE, Honoured
with the Prestigious Award

Ahmedabad, The Manipal
Academy of Higher Education
(MAHE) witnessed an
auspicious honour where Dr
Raghavendra U., Associate
Professor and Deputy Registrar
- Administration, MAHE,
Manipal was awarded with the
prestigious Prof. Satish Dhawan
Young Engineer State Award in
the field of Engineering
Sciences, instituted by the
Government of Karnataka at J
N Tata Auditorium, Indian
Institute of Science, Bengaluru.
The prestigious award was
presented to him in the
presence of Dr C. N. Ashwath
Narayan, Hon’ble Minister for
Higher Education, Electronics,
IT, BT , Prof. C.N.R. Rao, S&T
Government of Karnataka

Bharat Ratna Awardee, Sri A
S Kiran Kumar (Former
Chairman of ISRO), Prof.
Govindan Rangarajan
(Director, IISc) and Dr E V
Ramana Reddy (Additional
Chief Secretary).
Congratulating Dr
Raghavendra on his
achievement, Lt Gen (Dr.) M.D.
Venkatesh, Vice Chancellor,
MAHE said, “My heartiest
congratulations to Dr
Raghavendra for this great
milestone .It is a matter of
great pride for Manipal
Academy of Higher Education,
Manipal that  Dr Raghavendra
is an eminent researcher in
the area of Artificial
Intelligence and Medical
Image Analysis.  (20-4)

39th FLO Annual Session on "Women's
Participation in India's Growth Story

Ahmedabad, 2023
Startup20 India Chair Dr.
Chintan Vaishnav stated that
as the world's third-largest
startup ecosystem, India is
well-positioned to lead the
charge in supporting
innovative startups,
particularly in the sectors of
global importance. The
Startup20 Engagement
Group will work to further
support   Women startups in
the country and the group.
"We will harmonize the global
startup ecosystem through
consensus-based definitions
and promote a global
community of knowledge

sharing among startup
ecosystems to explore
opportunit ies.The
group will also bridge
the knowledge gap
between the startup
ecosystems of G20
member countries and

emerging economies through
partnerships with enablers such
as incubators and government
agencies." Said Chintan
Vaishnav, Chairperson of
Startup20 India, and the Mission
Director for Atal Innovation
Mission (AIM) while speaking at
a session 'The need to foster an
inclusive startup eco system'
organized by FICCI ladies
Organisation (FLO) as part of its
39th annual meet. "Additionally,
we aim to create supportive
policies for industry players and
government organizations to
work with startups, . (1-7)
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Cheers to a Well-deserved Retirement to Shri Rajendra Man Pandey (GM-NBG-Gujarat)

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit
Free-lance Journalist, Writer &

Cartoonist
(dixitpatrakar@yahoo.in)

Retirement is a major point
in an individual's life as it
marks the end of his career.
On 31st March' 2023 my boss
respected Shri Rajendra Man
Pandey (General Manager -
Bank of India - NBG-Gujarat)
is going to retire from his job,
but he will remain in our hearts
forever. Of course, he is the
boss of us, not only by post
but by his work, way of dealing
to us and success. In the
official term, it is said that
retirement becomes a nice
and permanent relief for
everyone from daily hectic life
after long years of strenuous
journey. Retirement is the
time for getting relief from all
those strains.

Shri Pandey Sir has always
lived by the motto - 'The more
you learn, the more there is to
be learnt". To everyone he
guided, he was a motivation
and a role model. It is rightly
said that a good team leader
leads by example. Leadership
is a quality which cannot be
acquired by any person from
the other but it can be acquired
by self-determination of a
person like Shri Pandey Sir.

He was always available for
anyone who needed his help
and ever open to new ideas.
Success and failure are the
parts of everybody's work life
with highs and lows. But the
memories of working with such
an inspirational boss will
always stay. Working as
Secretary and Planning &
Publicity Head, I have observed
that my boss is the perfect
example of how we all should
lead our personal and
professional lives. His GOOD
work ethics, His STYLE of
working, His WAY to manage
the things to be done and His
APPROACH & ATTITUDE
towards work lifts up our spirits
and motivates everyone to

has shown and taught us many
things. No one can replace his
ways of guidance as he hold
an exceptional place in all our
hearts. He has always given
his full commitment to work.
He is not only a great teacher
but has always guided us
whenever we needed
guidance. He has always made
us realize the importance of life
and has helped in defining
what success really means. His
only Mantra was that he was
always sure & certain that
when we perform our duties
with devotion and dedication,
the fruits automatically reach
us. His every moment he
worked in Bank is really
unforgettable.

It has been an honour to
work with and for him. He is
good example of inspiration to
us to earn name and fame by
giving full commitment to the
work. His vision has shown us
the way and we were lucky to
have him and will always
follow his path. It is a very sad
as well as a happy moment for
us that he is retiring today upon
his superannuation. The reason
behind the sadness is that he
will not be here to guide us and
teach us from tomorrow
onwards. The reason behind
the happiness is very obvious
now he will be able to open
his wings more and achieve
more in his life.

We will miss his
commanding voice and his
funny side that very few people
are aware of. He will always
remain in our hearts and all his
valuable lessons are scripted
in our hearts and mind. He
empowered us with the power

of knowledge. He helped us
move ahead with motivation.
As a leader and human being,
he was true inspiration.

It is very tough to bid
farewell to the person who has
become a part of our daily life.
Shri Pandey Sir's positive spirit
is what we all are going to

miss the most. Success and
failure are a part and parcel of
everyday work life's highs and
lows. But the memories of
working with an inspirational
boss like him will never go. (B-
15 Jyoti-Kalash Society,
Jodhpur Tekra, Satellite,
Ahmedabad - 380 015)

work hard as well.  His
Ambitious, analytical, cheerful,
focused, intelligent, motivated,
and a lot of qualities like this

Court quashes 3-month jail term for Gujarat Congress
MLA Jignesh Mevani, 9 others in 2017 case

AHMEDABAD: A
sessions court in Gujarat's
Mehsana district on
Wednesday junked a lower
court’s order of three-month
jail term for Dalit rights activist
and Congress MLA Jignesh
Mevani and nine of his
associates and acquitted them
in a 2017 case, when the
police booked them for taking
out ‘Azadi March’ without
police permission.

Additional sessions
judge CM Pawar has
exonerated Mevani and others
by saying that right to peaceful
protest is a right guaranteed
under Article 19 of the
Constitution, and that the
complaint filed against the
activists was baseless, sources
said. On May 2022, a judicial

magistrate in Mehsana held
Mevani and others, including
NCP functionary Reshma Patel
and members of Mevani’s
Rashtriya Dalit Adhikar Manch,
guilty of being party of an
unlawful assembly under
section 143 of the IPC. The
magistrate had also imposed
a fine of Rs 1,000 on each of
the 10 convicts.

In July 2017, the
Mehsana ‘A’ division police
had lodged an FIR against
Mevani and others for taking
out Azadi March from
Mehsana town to Dhanera in
Banaskantha district without
police permission. Cops
named 12 people in the FIR,
of whom one person died and
one was absconding at the
time of the trial.

After he was convicted
by the Mehsana court, Mevani,
along with 18 others, was
punished with six-month jail
term by a metropolitan court
in Ahmedabad for staging a
demonstration in 2016 with a
demand that an under-
construction building of the
Gujarat University be named
after Dr B R Ambedkar.

'To be a mom in her lifetime', kidney patient
moves Gujarat high court for surrogacy

AHMEDABAD: In a race
against time and desirous of
parenting a child through
surrogacy, a kidney patient
and her husband have
approached the Gujarat high
court to speed up procedural
formalities, complaining that
the body designated to
authorize surrogacy was
absent since the Surrogacy
Regulation Act came into
being.

In this case, the
Vadodara-based woman was
diagnosed with a chronic
kidney disease in 2015 and
nephrologists advised her
against pregnancy. A few
years passed and the couple
decided to have a child, but
were left only with surrogacy
as the option.

In December 2021,
they underwent necessary
medical procedures to get the
embryos cryopreserved.
While their surrogacy process
was on track, the Centre
enacted the Surrogacy
Regulation Act in January
2022, prohibit ing the
procedure without following
certain rules - registration of
clinics, and certificates from

a district medical board for
the intended parents and the
surrogate that necessitated
gestational surrogacy.
Without meeting these
requirements, surrogacy was
not possible.

However, when the
couple inquired, they found
that no such medical board
was constituted in Vadodara.

In October last year, the
couple approached the state
authority, which advised them
to approach the nodal officer
to further the process.
However, when their efforts
did not yield results, they filed
a petition in the high court
earlier this year.

The couple submitted to
the court that it is their
fundamental right to enjoy
parenthood under Article 21
of the Constitution.
Unfortunately, on account of
the woman's life-threatening
disease, they are unable to
become parents without
assisted reproductive
technology. Their lawyer
submitted that since the
woman is suffering from the
chronic ailment, "the couple
cannot wait for the state

authority to wake from their
slumber and constitute a
district medical board. For the
fault of the authority, the
petitioners are unable to
proceed with the procedure
of surrogacy".

The couple urged the
HC to order the authorities to
expedite the process so that
the woman "can see her child
during her lifetime".

The HC issued a notice
to the state authorities. On
March 27, the day the
government was asked to
furnish its reply, it formed the
district medical board in
Vadodara and informed the
court about it. The HC has
adjourned the case till April
5.

The slackness in the
constitution of the medical
board has been a cause of
delay in the surrogacy
process for many couples.

Dr Manish Banker, the
past president of the Indian
Society for Assisted
Reproduction (ISAR), said
that there is a need to
expedite redressal of
surrogacy-related issues in
Gujarat.

56% of engineering seats vacant in Gujarat
AHMEDABAD: Data tabled in

the Gujarat assembly by the
state government on Tuesday
revealed that the proportion of
vacant seats at government
engineering colleges increased
from 21.31% in 2021-22 to
nearly 50% in 2022-23. It also
revealed that even with 50% of
seats vacant at self-financed
institutions (SFIs), 3,049 more
such seats were added in 2022-

23. To a question by Lunawada
MLA Gulabsinh Chauhan, the
government said that as of
December 31, 2023, the state
has 69,410 engineering seats.
Of these, 57,999 are at self-
financed colleges, 9,839 at
government colleges and 1,572
at grant-in-aid colleges.

The number of seats at
government colleges increased
by 753 in 2022-23 from the

previous year.
The data showed that in

2021-22 there were 65,608
seats at government, grant-in-
aid and self-financed colleges,
with 47% or 30,829 remaining
vacant. In 2022-23, of 69,410
total engineering seats, 56.7%
or 39,360 remained vacant.
Officials said the number of
vacant seats increased by
8,531 while 3,802 seats were

added in the year.
MN Patel former principal of

LD Engineering College and
former member secretary of the
Admission Committee for
Professional Courses said, "In
order to provide affordable
education to students, the
government increased seats,
from 550 to 1,040 at LD
Engineering College for example.
This has ended up with seats in

several branches such as rubber,
plastic and environment
engineering remaining vacant."
He said if there are vacant seats
in environment engineering at
LD, no student will prefer to go
to the government college in
Bhuj for environment
engineering. Also, the lack of
placements and teaching staff
keeps students away from
government colleges.

Women-led SHG helps parched village get door-to-
door water connections in Gujarat's Gir Somnath district

Conman Kiran Patel's wife held from
Gujarat's Bharuch in cheating case

AHMEDABAD: The city
crime branch on Tuesday
arrested the wife of alleged
conman Kiran Patel, who was
held in Srinagar for posing as
a top official in the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO), for
trying to usurp the bungalow
of a BJP leader's brother, the
officials said.

Malini Patel was on the
run since an FIR in this regard
was registered against the
couple on March 22, weeks
after her husband was held
in Srinagar in Kashmir.

She was arrested from
a relative's house in Jambusar
town of Bharuch district and
brought to Ahmedabad, the
crime branch officials said.

While Malini was
arrested in 2017 in a case of
cheating and criminal
conspiracy registered against
her at Naroda police station
in the city, Kiran also faces at
least four such cases in
Gujarat and was also
arrested in the past.

Earl ier this month,
Kiran, a resident of the
Ghodasar area of the city, was
arrested by the Jammu and
Kashmir police from a five-
star hotel in Srinagar after the
authorities grew suspicious
about his activities.

On March 22, the
Ahmedabad city crime branch
registered a case against the
couple under Sections 420
(cheating), 406 (criminal
breach of trust), 120-b
(criminal conspiracy) and 170
(personating a public servant)
of the Indian Penal Code

(IPC).
Since Kiran is in judicial

custody in Kashmir, the crime
branch had said he would be
brought here soon through a
transfer warrant.

In the latest FIR, it was
alleged that Kiran tried to
grab a bungalow in Shilaj
after winning the trust of its
owner by claiming that he
was a "Class 1 officer in the
PMO" and shared close ties
with politicians.

Jagdish Chavda, 63,
owns a bungalow in the Shilaj
area, but wanted to sell it
because of personal reasons.
Kiran approached Chavda in
February 2022, claiming to be
a real estate agent, and told
him that the property would
fetch a good price if it was
renovated.

To win Chavda's trust,
Kiran then identified himself
as a "Class-1 officer in the
PMO" as well as a partner in
a cafe chain.

When Chavda agreed to
the renovation of the
bungalow, Kiran, Malini and
an interior designer started
the work and took Rs 35 lakh
from him in instalments, the
FIR said.

As renovation was
underway, Chavda shifted to
his friend's residence in
Shela.

After some time,
Chavda learnt that Kiran and
his wife put their own
nameplate outside the
bungalow and even held a
housewarming ceremony as
if they were the owners.

When confronted, the
Patel couple left the
bungalow without completing
the renovation work. Then,
Chavda and his family moved
back into the house,
according to the police. In
August 2022, Chavda learnt
through a court notice that
Kiran had filed a civil suit
claiming the ownership of the
property using photographs of
his nameplate and invitation
card for the housewarming
ceremony.

Maiden flight from Ahmedabad
to Gatwick flagged off

AHMEDABAD: In a relief
to people travelling frequently
to London, a new direct flight
was introduced by Air India
between Ahmedabad and
London Gatwick, the second-
largest airport in the United
Kingdom. The maiden flight,
which departed from the
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International (SVPI) airport in
Ahmedabad, was virtually
flagged off on Tuesday by the
Union Minister of Civil Aviation,
Jyotiraditya Scindia.

The said fl ight will
operate thrice a week, using
Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner
aircraft, featuring 18 business
class and 238 economy class

seats. The onward flight will
go on Tuesday, Thursday, and
Friday from Ahmedabad to
Gatwick, whereas the return
flight will operate on
Wednesday, Friday and
Sunday. The onward flight will
depart at 11.50am IST from
SVPI airport and arrive at
Gatwick at 4.40pm at British
Summer Time (BST). "Today
marks an important day for
Ahmedabad and Gujarat, as
India's flag bearer airline, Air
India, commences its direct
fl ight from Ahmedabad,
Manchester of the East, to
London Gatwick. The
introduction of this route will
open more business avenues

and further strengthen
investment opportunities
between the two nations,"
Scindia said.

As part of the summer
schedule, which was just
implemented by the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), the flight
frequency from SVPI airport
has gone up by 20% this year
compared to last year's
summer schedule. Flights to
new destinations like Nasik,
Visakhapatnam, Coimbatore,
Pantnagar, Durgapur,
Agartala, and Raipur are to
start this summer by different
airlines. In addition, some of
the favourite destinations, like
North Goa Mopa airport,
Lucknow, Bengaluru, Indore,
Chandigarh, Pune, and Delhi,
will have more flights than the
winter schedule.

Either direct flights or
one-stop flights operating with
the same aircraft will be
introduced to the new
destinations to ensure
passenger comfort. As a
result, the total fl ight
movement is expected to
increase by 20% in April to
1,620 from 1,346 weekly
flights.

AHMEDABAD: In the
ar id  and semi-ar id
landscape o f  Gujarat ,
access to potable water and
that for uti l ity is a key
challenge in various villages
and more so  w i th  the
upcoming summer.

Bringing the needed
change, a women-led self-
help group (SHG) based in
Alidhra village of Sutrapada
ta luka of  G i r  Somnath
district implemented the
dr ink ing water scheme
under the National Rural
Drinking Water Programme
(NRDWP).

The in i t ia t ive  was
suppor ted by  GHCL

Foundation, the CSR arm of
inorganic chemicals major,
GHCL.

“D i rec t  tap water
connectivity for drinking
water and that for domestic
use was a challenge in the
village. Any water problem
will directly affect the lives
of women,” said NN Radia,
president & COO (Soda
Ash), GHCL.

To address the issue
and to understand the
problem, representatives of
the foundat ion he ld  a
meeting with the village
women.

Even though they were
re luc tant  in i t i a l ly,  the

encouragement from the
Sarpanch,  Harshaben,
eventually helped GHCL to
implement the scheme in
the village.

“Women of the village
came together to form the
Mahi la Pani Samit i  and
collected funds worth 10%
of the total project cost and
supervised and handled all
the operations of laying the
pipeline network,” added
Radia. Once the tap water
connections were in place,
the women were a l so
engaged in a project of
building toilets to make the
village open-defecation free
(ODF).

Five sites in Kutch
are potential

Unesco geoparks
RAJKOT: India’s biggest

district Kutch, the home to
Unesco World Heritage site
Dholavira, is also a vast
expanse of breathtaking
geographical landscape with
rocks and hills dating back
millions of years Geologists
have now identified five sites
that have a huge potential to
be declared as UNESCO
geological parks. Recently, 40
top geologists from across the
country visited as many as 75
sites in the district after a
workshop organized jointly
with Kutch university’s
Department of Earth and
Environment Science. The
workshop was organized on
the theme ‘to conserve the
geologically important sites
and monuments and features
in Kutch.' According to
experts, UNESCO has so far
declared 170 geoparks across
the world in over 40 countries
but none of them are in India.
The reason is India doesn’t
have a legal, political and
corporate support to conserve
the significant geological
features that are
academically, aesthetically or
economically very important
with high research and
cultural value. M G Thakkar,
head, department of earth
and environmental science,
said "We protect our
archaeologically important
monuments but we are new
to understanding of protecting
our geo-heritage sites like
rocks, minerals, hills etc.
These geographical features
provide us with immense
knowledge of earth's history
and the process of evolution
of land, animals, plants etc."
Kutch region has geologically
globally important sites like
Jurassic-era rocks while some
rocks are a treasure trover of
information about it's tectonic
and climatic history. Fossils of
plants and animals have been
found in Jurassic-era and
tertiary rocks. “The 75
identified sites are so diverse
and varied that five major
geoparks can be set up in
Kutch," Thakkar added

Decomposed body found
Rajkot: The

Jamkandorna police have
launched a manhunt after a
decomposed body of an
unidentif ied man was
recovered from Bhadar river
two days ago. Forensic
postmortem revealed severe
injuries on head, neck and
back were inflicted with some
sharp-edged weapon.

On Sunday,
Jamkandorna police sub-
inspector V M Dodia got
information about a body
floating near the bridge on
the river. Primary
investigation suggested that
the man was in his mid-
thirt ies. Rajkot: In yet

another incident of sudden
death, a 42-year-old man
who went to offer voluntary
service to padyatris (pilgrims
going on foot) died of cardiac
arrest in a vi l lage of
Jamnagar district. Mahesh
Chauhan, a resident of
Jamnagar, had gone to offer
service to the pilgrims who
were going on foot to Matel
temple near Wankaner in
Morbi district on Monday.
They halted at a camp on
Latipar-Tankara highway.
While playing raas garba,
Chauhan suddenly started
feeling uneasy. He stopped
playing garba and laid down
on a bed in the camp.

Nine caught for
looting trader

using chilli
powder in Rajkot

RAJKOT: City police
arrested six people and
detained three minors in
connection with a pre-
planned loot on a cutlery
trader on Saturday night at
around 9.45pm. According to
the police, one of the accused
was working in the trader’s
shop earlier and knew that
every night after closing the
shop the trader takes cash
home with him.

The police arrested Vinod
Gedani (19), the mastermind
of the loot, Lalji alias Lalo
Vavesha (20), Divyesh
Vavesha (19), Jaysukh
Udhreja (20), Mushtak
Shahmadar (19), Aryan Seta
(19) and detained three
minors.

The cutlery trader was
returning home after shutting
shop at night carrying Rs 2
lakh cash in the boot space
of his two-wheeler.

Two persons intercepted
his bike forcing him to slow
down and the duo suddenly
threw chilli powder in his
eyes and pushed him away.
After he fell down, the duo
drove off on his two wheeler.

During interrogation, the
police found out that accused
Vinod had the other accused
three weeks ago abou the
trader and thereafter Lalji,
Divyesh, Jaysukh and Vinod
along with a minor accused
made the loot plan and also
followed the trader from his
shop to home for a few days.

They also marked the
areas where they can
possibly loot him and the
other accused joined them in
the act. On the day of loot,
Mushtak, Aryan and one
minor kept a watch on the
shop and provided
information to the other
accused about the victim’s
movements. Two other
accused Jaysukh and other
minor followed the trader
when he left the shop, while
the other accused waylaid
him near his house at an
isolated place.


