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My Sorrow over missing Sparrow Omar Abdullah lashes out at PDP and

Sparrows have become
scarce in modern times for a
variety of reasons. The common house sparrow the one
of the most ubiquitous birds
around us and one of the
more familiar winged companions of human beings is
now disappearing. The decline of the house sparrow is
an indicator of the continuous degradation of the environment. Sparrows are
termed as a ‘biological indicator species and their presence indicates the healthiness of the environment. Its
presence and tweet in the
early morning hours and
throughout the day were extremely pleasant. It reminds
us these little chirpy house
sparrows that connected us
to nature as a child and left
lasting impression which are
fast dwindling and now on the
brink of extinction. We have

pieces of straw, feathers and
twigs in my garden. I also remember my school days
when I use to hear the morning sound of sparrow but now
those days are gone as lot of
destruction has happened all
over the world.
Today most Indians would

dropped sharply in the last
several decades. I remember
sparrows building their nests
in the roof rafters, carrying

perhaps know this sparrow
bird only through photographs. The slow disappearance of the noisy, affable and

Neuberg Diagnostics launches
Neuberg - IONA® test for
pregnant women to detect
chromosomal abnormalities in
unborn babies

Ahmedabad, Neuberg
Diagnostics one of India's
leading diagnostics chain,
has
partnered
with
Premaitha Health UK a global
leader in NIPT services
through a technology
transfer to bring IONA® a
CE-IVD product to India from
the Neuberg Centre for
Genomic Medicine in
Neuberg-Supratech
Ahmedabad, India.
Dr. Sandip Shah Executive
Director,
Neuberg
Diagnostics commented:
"Our experience with NIPT
so far has been very
promising, and our clinical
partners have encouraged us
to
adopt
NIPT
to
complement our current
prenatal screening services
to
support
better
management of crucial

pregnancy related decisions.
However, we are working
with insurance service
providers and government
agencies to ease the cost
implications which has been
a major limitation for wider
patient use Our motivation
comes from pregnant
women who thank us after
the post- NIPT test for
supporting
them
in
understanding the health of
their precious child”
Dr GSK Velu, Chairman &
Managing Director, Neuberg
Diagnostics stated “Our
primary focus as a diagnostic
partner is to adopt advanced
technology to support our
clinical
fraternity
in
integration of tests like NIPT
to suit their practice with the
end-goal of better patient
care” (19-10)

Cadila Pharmaceuticals Limited’s tribute to mother earth

Ahmedabad, Cadila
Pharmaceuticals Ltd. conducted a cleanliness and
plantation drive in Bhat village, Ahmedabad to restore
the green cover of mother
earth. This drive is under
their unique CSR initiative ‘MATRUVANDANA’.
Ms. Neha Kumari, SDM
and Assistant Collector DaskroiTaluka, commenced
the drive along with employees of Cadila Pharma, the village panchayat and students
and teachers of S L Patel

BJP as flood threat looms large in J&K

today made our living materialistic and artificial. Sparrows were a menace on the
fields. There were guards
with slings and stones to
chase them away as they ate
grain from standing crops.
Now people are trying to woo
them back to nature.
Thanks to modern living,
including cell phones and
magnetic waves, the younger
generation stands deprived of
the pleasant experience.
Magnetic waves transmitted
by mobile towers are like
sharp poisonous arrows
piercing through the tender
bodies of birds.
There is no place for the
tiny, wonderful sparrow in our
world, which is extremely unfortunate. Although it is
among the most widely-distributed birds in the world, its
numbers in many places have

High School. Over 400 saplings were planted across the
highway. The company also
sensitized the community on
maintaining cleanliness and
hygiene in the community.
This initiative will be executed in 69 schools across
5 villages in Ahmedabad and
Bharuch district in the coming week. With this initiative,
the company aims at maintaining a clean, hygienic environment in order to prevent outbreak of monsoon
diseases.
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restless birds, which had
once colonized the tree
branches and nooks and
crannies, is a reality the
State is yet to address. Trees
are felled to make way for
free flow of vehicles. The tiny
holes in these trees house
these birds.
Let us remember that the
World Sparrow Day which we
observe every year is not just
a one-day event to celebrate
the ubiquitous, but fast-disappearing sparrow, but we
need to make an attempt to
raise public awareness about
the decline of the house
sparrow and throw light on
the problems faced by the
species in its daily fight for
survival, but inspire people
to take concrete steps. There
is an urgent need to understand the status of our commonest bird, the ubiquitous
house sparrow.

A Day After Meeting Amit Shah, Four
Bengal Families Join Trinamool Congress
Kolkata: A day after BJP
President Amit Shah reached
out to a number of rural families in West Bengal's Purulia
district as part of his party's
'Jan Sampark Abhiyan', the
members of four such families joined the state's ruling
Trinamool Congress on Friday.
Trinamool leaders, who
handed them the party flag
in front of the media, claimed
the innocent villagers were
threatened by Shah to join
BJP.
Purulia resident Phuchu
Rajbhor, whom Shah met on
Thursday, said they are not
into politics but feel an affinity towards Trinamool and its
supremo Mamata Banerjee.
He revealed they have come
to Kolkata to seek Trinamool's
help after Shah went to their
house.
"We have come here on
our own because we were
scared after his visit. No one
has forced us to come here.
We know Trinamool Congress
and Mamata. We want her

'refuge'," Rajbhor said sitting
beside Trinamool leader
Madan Mitra at a party
office.Asked whether they
were asked by the BJP President to join the saffron party,
the youth initially revealed
they had no conversation
with Shah, but later claimed
they were threatened.
Mitra, who accused Shah
of trying to mislead the tribal
and backward classes in
Purulia and thus attempting
to foment trouble in the state,
handed over the party flags
and membership to the families.
"These are poor people
who are least bothered about
Amit Shah and BJP. People of
Bengal have no time for such
parties. They felt scared
when Shah entered their
humble houses and mistook
him for a dacoit. So they have
come here to take our party's refuge," claimed Mitra,
the former Trinamool Congress MLA, who was arrested
by the CBI in relation to the
Saradha chit fund scam.

SRINAGAR: Former
Jammu and Kashmir chief
minister Omar Abdullah on
Saturday lashed out at
Mehbooba Mufti-led government amid threats of a floodlike situation in the state.
With river Jhelum flowing
over the danger mark, Omar
questioned the preparedness
of the government in the
state. "What was the PDPBJP government doing after
the devastating floods of
2014? What happened to the
dredging of the Jehlum? Why
was the carrying capacity of
the flood channel not increased? Where did the
money go," Omar tweeted on
Saturday.
Heavy rains in Kashmir
forced the authorities to
sound a flood alert in central
Kashmir on Saturday and
asked the people to be alert
and prepared for evacuation,
even as water levels started
receding in the southern
parts of the valley. The authorities had on Friday issued
a flood alert in south Kashmir. Owing to the flood warning in the state, Governor NN

Vohra chaired an emergency
meeting at Raj Bhawan on
Saturday. The schools across
the valley have been shut for
a day in view of the inclement weather.
"The gauge at Ram
Munshi Bagh crossed the
flood declaration of 18 feet
and was flowing at 20.87 feet
at 10 am," an official of the
Irrigation and Flood Control
Department said. He said the
people living in areas along
the embankments of Jhelum
river and other streams and
in low-lying areas of central
Kashmir were advised to remain vigilant. "The staff deputed on flood duty in central Kashmir is directed to re-

port to their sectors and

beats," the official added.
In south Kashmir after the
water level crossed the flood
declaration level of 21 feet at
Sangam in Anantnag district
of south Kashmir. Following
which the flood alert was
sounded. While the water
level at Sangam at 10 am this
morning was 23.06 feet still
above the critical mark the
water has started receding
there. At 9 am the water level
there was 23.16 feet.
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