
3Tuesday, May 02, 2023

Owner : Kalyani Publications PVT LTD. Publisher and Printer : Mayur
C. Bhatt.  Printed at : Dharti Printers C-3, Shankar Chember, Nr. Fadia
Chamber, Asharam Road, Ahmedabad-2. Published           From and Place
of Publication : 201,202,208 Nandan complex, opp mithakhali rly crossing,
mithakhali, ahmedabad. Editior : Mayur C. Bhatt

BOI gets new Leader Rajneesh
Karnatak as MD & CEO

Ahmedabad, Kudos to Rajneesh Karnatak
for being chosen by the country's government
as the managing director (MD) of one of the
most trust branded Bank of India (BOI). He has
a rich banking experience of over 29 years and
carries varied branch and administrative office
experience.

Karnatak was the former
Chief General Manager of
Punjab National Bank, has over
27 years of experience in
banking services. He served as
Executive Director of state-run
Union Bank of India before
being appointed as BoI MD. He
has served as Nominee Director
on behalf of Punjab National
Bank on the Board of PNB
Housing Finance Ltd. and India
SME Asset Reconstruction
Company Limited. He also
served as Board Trustee on
IAMCL (IIFCL Asset Management Co). During
his career, Karnatak has headed critical divisions
such as Large Corporate Credit Branches, Credit
Monitoring, Digital Banking and Mid Corporate
Credit as General Manager in Oriental Bank of
Commerce. After the amalgamation of Oriental
Bank of Commerce into Punjab National Bank,
he headed Credit Monitoring Division and
Corporate Credit Division in Punjab National
Bank. Karnatak brings over 29 years of post-

qualification experience, having previously
served as the Executive Director at Union Bank
of India. He holds a post-graduate degree in
Commerce (M.Com) and is a Certified Associate
from the Indian Institute of Bankers (CAIIB).
He was a part of 1st batch of senior executives
selected by Banks Board Bureau for the
Leadership Development Program of IIM
Bangalore & Egon Zehnder.

 The banking sector has essayed a crucial
role in scripting India's growth story and Bank
of India has been a key contributor to this. BOI
has always been steadfast in its intent to serve
the unbanked areas of the country. Its efforts
to adopt technology into the banking system
are also noteworthy. The very concept of
nationalisation of banks was to enable financial
inclusion through expansion of branches in
rural and unbanked centres.

Bank of India, one of India's largest banks,
is a household name across the country. Since
its inception in 1907, BOI a trustworthy banking
institutions that always put customer's interest

first.  Bank of India, true to its
size, is a significant contributor
to the Indian economy and is
playing an inclusive role with
sizeable lending to retail,
agriculture and MSME sectors.
It is also playing a key role in
financing corporates,
infrastructure, NBFC, HFC's,
Metal and other core sectors.

Karnatak would serve as MD
& CEO of Bank of India for a
term of three years beginning
on the day of assumption of
office. BOI is an organization of
great character and depth. With

the inspiring leadership of Top Executives,
enthusiastic efforts of experience staff
members and an outstanding team of new
professionals, BOI is striving hard to achieve
its corporate goals and to take the bank to
greater heights. There is no doubt that Karnatak
will succeed in taking Bank of India to the top
of the heap in Banking Industry. (B-15 Jyoti-
Kalash Society, Jodhpur Tekra, Satellite,
Ahmedabad - 380 015)

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit
Free-lance Journalist, Writer &

Cartoonist
(dixitpatrakar@yahoo.in)

IDFC FIRST Bank FY23 Profit After
Tax highest-ever at Rs. 2,437 Crore

Ahmedabad, Net Profit for
the year stood at Rs. 2,437
crore compared to Rs. 145
crore in FY22. The quarterly
net profit grew 134% YOY
from Rs. 343 crore in Q4-FY22
to Rs. 803 crore in Q4-FY23
driven by strong growth in
core operating income.

In Q4-FY23, the Bank had
trading gains of Rs. 216 crore
and the Bank utilized Rs. 79
crore to increase the provision
coverage ratio. Adjusting for

these one time items, the net
profit of the Bank would have
been Rs. 701 crore for Q4-
FY23. The Core ROE on this
basis would have been 12.3%
which has increased from ROE
of 6.67% for Q4 FY 22. Net
Interest Income (NII) for the
year grew 30% YOY, from Rs.
9,706 crore in FY22 to Rs.
12,635 crore in FY23. NII grew
35% YOY from Rs. 2,669
crore in Q4-FY22 to Rs. 3,597
crore in Q4-FY23. (19-10)

'Summer Science Program-2023' for
students during the summer vacation

Ahmedabad, A special
'Summer Science Program-
2023' is being organized
during the summer vacation in
Gujarat Science City, working
under the aegis of Dept. of
Science and Technology, Govt.
of Gujarat. The 'Summer
Science Program-2023' has
been organized to encourage
students to understand
science through different
activities and learn some new
things during the summer
vacation. Various activities and
programs will be organized for
the students from class-5 to
class-11 from May 2 to May
27 during the Summer
Science Program. It includes
activities l ike scientific
workshops, popular science
lectures, hands-on activities,
screening of scientific films sky

observation etc.
With Science City's state-

of-the-art resources, the
program will help students
develop an understanding of
Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM) More than 350
workshops of different
categories will be organized in
this program from 11:00 am
to 8:00 pm., including Block
Coding, Hardware Coding, 3D
Printing, Electronics Circuit
Making, Wonder of Chemistry,
Fun with Physics, Telescope
Making, Identification of Rocks
and Minerals, Internet of
Things (IoT) for Home
Automation, Mystery of
Butterfly, Plant Tissue Culture,
Creative Science Workshops
like writing, model rocketry
and origami, etc. –

Walnuts A Day May Enhance Cognitive
Development In Adolescents

Ahmedabad, A new
Spanish study published in the
journal eClinicalMedicine,
from the prestigious publisher
The Lancet Discovery Science,
reveals that consuming
walnuts regularly may have a
positive impact on the
cognitive development and
psychological maturation of

adolescents. Walnuts are the
only tree nut with a
significant amount of alpha-
linolenic acid (ALA), an
omega-3 fatty acid essential
for the body and which plays
a key role in brain
development, especially in
the developmental stage.
The results of this study, led
by the Institut d'Investigació
Sanitària Pere Virgili (IISPV),
with the collaboration of
ISGlobal and the Hospital del
Mar Institute for Medical
Research (IMIM), are
promising as it is the first
research that shows the
importance of eating walnuts
during adolescence.

This research
demonstrates that a healthy,
balanced diet that provides
essential nutrients, such as
those provided by walnuts,
can have a beneficial effect
on the cognitive and
psychological development of
adolescents. (20-4)

Royal Canin Launches a campaign "Start
of Life" in collaboration with Pet experts

Ahmedabad, The journey
of a lifetime begins with the
right start and Royal Canin is
committed to making this
journey enriching
& valuable for all
pet owners.
Building on the
principle of
"Mutuality", one
of the
f u n d a m e n t a l
guiding principles
of the way we do
business, Royal
Canin has for the
first time
partnered with key
stakeholders, i.e.
Veterinarians & Breeders to
provide them a platform
where they can share their
precious pearls of wisdom on

the Start of Life phase every
pet owner goes through. At the
same time this common
platform will enable pet

parents to also
reach out to these
experts with their
queries, concerns
and help on this
critical life stage,
ie the Start of
Life. The
campaign has
created a Kitten &
Puppy Growth
Programme as a
s e a m l e s s ,

precise, and holistic experience
to help reverse a trend where
pet owners fail to provide their
puppy or kitten with suitable
diets or move to adult food too
soon.  (1-7)

DR. SUDHIR SRIVASTAVA
INSPIRES CARDIAC SURGEONS

Ahmedabad, Over the last
few years, technological
advancements have been
making deep inroads in every
sphere. New technologies are
emerging almost by the day,
not only making life simpler,
but also fuelling innovation
and transformations. The
onset of COVID-19
accelerated the pace of
innovations in the medical
space. New age technologies
like Artificial Intelligence,
Machine Learning, Robotics

have been
harnessed to its full
potential to bring
timely and
qualitative medical
care to patients.
While all these
t e c h n o l o g i c a l
advancements are
taking place at one

end of the spectrum, medical
practitioners, at the other end
of the spectrum should stay
abreast of these developments,
take a leaf of learning from
these, shift gears, innovate,
foresee what could be the next
wave and equip themselves with
skills to alleviate a patients’
suffering. Keeping this in mind,
the Indian Association of
Cardiovascular Thoracic
Surgeons organised a 3-day
summit for cardiac surgeons
with the theme – Making
Surgeons Future Ready.

Gujarat's sex ratio at birth
is third lowest in country

AHMEDABAD: Despite
laws to prevent discrimination
on the basis of gender, the girl
child continues to be under
threat in Gujarat.

The state registered the
third most skewed sex ratio at
birth in the country with 909
girls per 1,000 boys, according
to the Centre's report, 'Vital
statistics of India based on the
Civil Registration System
2020.' Sex ratio is defined as
the number of females per
1,000 males.

According to the report,
Gujarat only fared better than
Manipur at 880 and Dadra and
Nagar Haveli and Daman and
Diu at 898. The neighbouring
states of Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh fared better
than Gujarat with sex ratios of
952 and 921 respectively.

In the 2019 report,
Gujarat registered the lowest
sex ratio at birth (901),
followed by Assam (903),
Madhya Pradesh (905) and
Jammu and Kashmir (909). In
2018, the state recorded the
fifth most skewed SRB at 897.

The data reveals that the
SRB in rural areas of Gujarat
was 929 while the same in the
urban areas was 901. The
data further reveals that in the
state's rural areas, the SRB
was the lowest in Botad at
870, followed by Devbhumi
Dwarka at 889, and Mehsana
and Gir Somnath at 898 each.

In the urban areas,
Mehsana registered the most
skewed SRB at 858, followed

by Surat at 865 and Botad at
867. The officials said that the
sex ratio at birth was most
skewed in Mehsana and areas
of Saurashtra. If one looks at
the past figures, there has
been a severe decline in girl
child numbers in the tribal belt
too - Tapi district recorded a
child sex ratio of 953 girls per
1,000 boys in the 2011
Census; it alarmingly dropped
by 64 points to 889 in 2020,
according to the Centre's
report. A senior officer
attributed the fall in SRB to
more families embracing the
one-child policy, especially if
the first born is a son, and
declining ferti l ity rate.
"According to the National
Family Health Survey-V
(NFHS), held in 2019-20, the
average number of children
per woman in Gujarat was

1.9. This figure was 2 in
NFHS-IV," he said.

Gujarat had shot to
national infamy with a skewed
child sex ratio (0-6 years) of
886 girls per 1,000 boys in
Census 2001 while it was 890
in Census 2011.

Gaurang Jani, a
sociologist, said, "This
demonstrates that more
needs to be done on multiple
fronts, be it creating
awareness on gender equality
or the implementation of Pre-
Conception and Pre-Natal
Diagnostic Techniques
(PCPNDT) Act. In Maharashtra,
many doctors have been
punished under the Act, but in
Gujarat this was quite rare."

According to Jani,
society has also back-
burnered the issue, which was
extensively debated between
2005 and 2011. "Neither are
talks or seminars organized to
address the issue, nor is the
government taking it up
seriously. " he said.

Himanshu Kaushik is
Senior Assistant Editor at The
Times of India, Ahmedabad.
He reports on Wildlife and
state government.

He takes special interest
in reporting on wildlife,
especially the lions of Gir. His
likes listening to music.

23-year-old neighbour impregnates
teen in Ahmedabad, arrested

AHMEDABAD: Vatva
police arrested a year 23-
year-old man for raping a
minor girl repeatedly over one
year. The issue came to light
when the girl, who is 13 years
old, became pregnant. The
girl's parents registered a
complaint on Wednesday
after finding out that she was
pregnant. Vatva pol ice
inspector K A Gadhavi said the
girl named her neighbour as
accused. The 23-year-old,
who had allegedly been raping

the girl since June., has been
arrested for rape and offences
under the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
Act (Pocso). The complainant
stated the accused would take
the girl out to secluded places
and rape her. The complainant
added the accused threatened
to kill the girl if she told anyone
what he was doing. The
complainant the pregnancy
was discovered when the girl
felt ill and was taken to a
doctor.

Ahmedabad Urban Development Authority spent builders'
unclaimed Rs 20 crore on planting 1 lakh trees

AHMEDABAD: The
Ahmedabad Urban
Development Authority (Auda)
spent Rs 20 crore collected
from builders as deposit
amount at the time of granting
building plan permission to
plant one lakh trees in areas
under its jurisdiction in 2022.

This deposit amount
was lying unclaimed from last
15 years.

The Common General
Development Control
Regulations (CGDCR) 2017,

says at the time of applying
for building plan clearance,
the builders must guarantee
that they will plant five trees
per 200 sq meter in their
project.

The builders must pay
Rs 2,000 per tree as deposit
money to civic bodies such as
Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation and Auda.

Once the builder shows
that the promised trees are
planted and are fully grown,
the civic bodies return the

deposit amount to builders.
However, according to

sources, AMC has so far
collected Rs 100 crore and
Auda collected Rs 20 crore as
deposit amount, but no
builders have come forward to
claim the deposit with proof
that they have planted trees
in their realty projects as per
the rules.

"We had an unclaimed
deposit amount of Rs 20 crore
collected from builders.

However, as this fund
was unclaimed for so many
years, we used this fund to
plant one lakh trees in areas
along SP Ring Road," said DP
Desai, CEO of Auda.

Sources in Auda said
that Rs 10 crore of the deposit
money was spent for planting
25,000 trees on a 76 km land
stretch along SP Ring Road,
Rs 6 crore for developing 75
forest clusters Azadi Ka Amrit
Van in 75 villages under the
jurisdiction of Auda. Each of
these clusters has 1,000 trees.

The civic body is in the
process of planting more trees
at an expenditure of Rs 4
crore.

‘AAP leader bought a plot near
Dehgam from extortion money’

Rajkot: Investigation
into the Rs one crore extortion
offense lodged against Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) youth wing
leader Yuvrajsinh Jadeja has
revealed that he had
purchased one plot from this
money near Dehgam in
Gandhinagar district.

A team of investigators
are camping in Dehgam to
verify this revelation and
check government records,
sources privy to the probe
said, adding that Jadeja had
struck the land deal after
receiving the extortion
amount.

Also, with the arrest of
sixth accused, Alfaaz Khan
alias Raju on Friday, all the six
people named in the FIR are

in police custody now.
Raju was roped in by

Jadeja's brother-in-law
Kanbha Gohil as the former
was a casual labourer and not
a known face.

Police said Raju was
present in both the meetings
that Jadeja's brother-in-laws
and another accused
Ghanshyam Ladhva held with
the two masterminds of the
dummy candidates racket
Prakash alias PK Dave and
Pradip Baraiya.

They had allegedly
extorted Rs 45 lakh from PK
and Rs 55 lakh from Baraiya
after holding separate
meetings with them. The
money was sought allegedly
on Jadeja's behalf for not

revealing their names in the
racket which he exposed in a
press conference held in
Gandhinagar on April 5. An FIR
in the dummy candidate
racket was lodged on April 14
and the number of arrests in
the case has gone up to 32
with 52 named in the offense.

"Raju was Kanbha's
friend for long and he was
present in meetings held with
PK and Baraiya where the deal
for money was struck," said
an official. Cops are also
searching for another middle-
man named RK, sources said.
Since April 21 when the
extortion complaint was
lodged, police have recovered
a total of Rs 73.50 lakh out of
the Rs one crore extorted.

Incensed by 5-year-old's
cries, mother kills girl in Surat

SURAT: Police on
Friday arrested a 35-year-
old woman for allegedly
killing her five-year-old

divyang daughter by smashing
her on the floor and then
punching her. The woman was
upset with the minor crying
incessantly.

Initially, Bilkis Kamani, a
resident of Fatakdawadi on Ved
Road, told police that the girl
suffered an epilepsy attack and
died. But during police
questioning, she revealed the
details. The deceased had a
disability in her leg and she had
no control over bowels or
bladder.

It was initially suspected
that there was sexual assault
on the minor girl but medical
examination revealed that the
girl had infection in her private
parts and she was under
medication for that. The
woman first smashed the girl
on the floor outside her
residence and later took her
inside. She then punched her
on Thursday afternoon. In the
evening, when the girl's father
Abdul came home, he noticed
that the girl was unwell. He took
the girl to hospital where she
was declared dead. During
medical examination, severe
outer and internal injuries were
found on the girl's body. The
woman had thrashed the girl
out of anger in the past as well,
police investigation revealed.

Woman tries to
commit suicide
Rajkot: After 21 years of

married life, a 40-year-old
woman attempted to kill
herself following relentless
dowry demands by her
husband in Rajkot. The
couple has a 10-year-old
son. On Friday, Meera
Solanki registered a dowry
complaint with Rajkot taluka
police station against her
husband Chintan, her sister-
in-law Neesha and other in-
laws stating that she was
being pressured to bring
cash and jewellery from her
parents. In her complaint,
the woman alleged that her
husband borrowed Rs 40

lakh from her father 10 years
ago for business expansion. On
Thursday, when she reminded
him about this money and asked
him to return it to her father,
Chintan got angry and they had
a heated argument. In a fit of
rage, the woman said she
consumed poison and also
informed her elder sister, who
shifted her to a private hospital
for treatment. Woman alleged
that her husband had been
pressuring her for the past 15
years to get money from her
father to buy a property in
Rajkot. She said that he and the
in-laws had also usurped her
72 grams of gold ornaments
and refused to give it to her.

Four motorcycle-
borne men snatch
Rs 50 lakh on CG

Road in Ahmedabad
AHMEDABAD: Four

motorcycle-borne men
snatched Rs 50 lakh cash from
an angadia firm employee near
Lal Bungalow on CG Road in the
Navrangpura area on Friday
evening. According to
Navrangpura police, Virendra
Dave, 57, an employee of R
Ashok Angadia firm on CG Road
collected Rs 50 lakh from a
businessman at Iscon Arcade
on CG Road. Dave placed the
cash in a bag and put it on the
footrest of his scooter. As he
began driving his vehicle, two
motorcycle-borne men shouted
at him to stop. Dave stopped
his scooter. Meanwhile, two
other men riding a motorcycle
rushed towards him and
snatched the bag containing the
cash. The four men drove their
motorcycles towards the
Panchvati Crossroads at around
4.15pm on Friday.

Finance Minister Kanubhai Desai
inaugurates Tikku Condiments'

Ahmedabad,  Tikku
Condiments, India's leading
manufacturer of seasonings,
f lavoured coffee, and
masalas, inaugurated its new
manufacturing factory in Vapi
today. The inauguration
ceremony was graced by
Kanubhai Desai, Gujarat's
Finance, Energy and
P e t r o c h e m i c a l s
Minister,Umbergaon's MLA
and Former Minister of
Forest and Tribal
Development Minister
Ramanlal Patkar, and Tikku's
MD and CEO Karan Panchal.
The new factory is a
significant milestone for the
company as it expands its
production capabilities and
strengthens its position in
the industry. At the event,
Tikku's new product range-
Simpal Organics, consisting
of green tea, coffee, and
peanut butter was also
launched. With the latest
technology and world-class
facilities, Tikku Condiments
is poised to offer high-quality
products to its customers and
contribute to the growth of
the local economy. "This new
facility is a testament to our

commitment towards
innovation and growth.
With latest technology and
world-class facilities, we
aim to deliver high-quality
products to our customers.
As part of our expansion
plans, we are looking to
introduce new products and
expand our customer base
across India and globally.
We are also investing in
research and development
to offer innovative solutions
that meet our customers'
evolving needs. (19-10)


