
2Saturday, April 29, 2023
Jetpur, rajkot, Junagadh  Plus

Slow lane driving: On the World
Bank’s dire growth forecast for India

At the onset of 2022-23,
the Indian economy was
expected to grow anywhere
between 7.2%, as per Reserve
Bank of India projections, and
8.2%, as per the International
Monetary Fund forecast, with
major rating agencies and
financial institutions pegging
their projections in the middle.
Having bounced back 8.7%
last year from a COVID-
triggered nadir, the
moderation in economic
growth was not a big deal
even as the ripple effects of
the war in Europe had begun
and inflation had been high
since January. By early
September, the range of most
forecasts shifted to 6.7%-
7.7%. The RBI, Asian
Development Bank, and Fitch
Ratings have lowered their
estimate to 7%. S&P Global
Ratings retained its forecast at
7.3% and Moody’s Investors
Service pared it to 7.6%, but
both believe the emerging
global slowdown will not derail
the post-COVID recovery. The
outlook is not so benign any
more, the World Bank has
suggested, based on inputs as
recent as the last week of
September. From its initial
expectation of 8% growth this
year, which it cut to 7.5% in
June, the Bank has laid out a
gloomier outlook with growth
of just 6.5%, citing the
worsening external
environment. After the 13.5%
expansion in the April-June
quarter, high-frequency
economic indicators point to a

healthy uptick through August.
But growth appears to have
stumbled a bit in September
with goods exports contracting
for the first time since
February 2021 and imports
growth also slowing sharply,
signalling lower domestic
demand. The Bank’s latest
forecast suggests a relative
slowdown starting in the
October-December quarter,
with tighter global liquidity,
higher inflation (oil prices are
surging again after the OPEC
meet) and rising interest rates
denting domestic demand. At
the same time, the demand for
exports will shrink further and
private investment will likely
prefer to sit out this period of
heightened uncertainty.
Private consumption, in
particular, will be affected this
year and next, the Bank has
reckoned, especially as the
pandemic’s scars on income
and employment levels persist
for rural and low-income
households. As many as 56
million Indians may have
slipped below the poverty line
in 2020, it estimated. The
government has been gung-
ho about “entering an era of
robust growth”, but its decision
to extend the pandemic-driven
free foodgrains programme
suggests it realises that not all
actors of the economy have
managed to get out of the
woods yet. This realism should
be reflected in other policy
choices it makes too,
tempering optimism with
caution.

Why today’s debates over Aurangzeb, Shivaji, Rana Pratap or Prithviraj
Chauhan are not about good or bad history, but tussles over memory

I am writing this on
Maharana Pratap Jayanti (June
2) and puzzling through the
history wars of the moment.
In the common sense of the
historical world that we grew
up in, and that now seems to
have all but disappeared,
history was immense fun. It
opened up the imagination to
an incredible variety. Its
purpose was never easy
moral or political judgement
or the search for comfortable
narratives or simplistic
explanations. It was not a
world where the function of

history was, to find, as is often
said, a common delusion
about kinship and a common
platform for the hatred of the
other. In the world of this
history, one never had to
choose sides. If you wanted a
moral framing at all, you could
be a votary of both Akbar and
Pratap, trying to imaginatively
see a certain kind of integrity
in both their projects.

There was no hesitation in
acknowledging Aurangzeb’s
bigotry. But one did it in a
slightly sotto voce voice, not
for political correctness, but

because of the realisation that
the magnificence of the two
historical cultures that I
inhabited, Jaipur and Jodhpur,
were often facilitated by deep
collaboration with Aurangzeb.
What would exorcising him
even mean? Hunting down
every collaborator who was at
the frontlines of his army or
provided him finance? Would
Man Singh and Jaswant Singh
also have to disappear as
names?

Even the moral debates
were wider. The battle over
motives in history is one, that

for the life of us, we could not
understand. Was the
desecration of temples,
whether by Mahmud of
Ghazni or Aurangzeb, driven
by the motives of asserting
political power or economic
gain as secular historians

want to assert or was it an act
of religious bigotry? How does
one even ascertain this? Would
it make a difference? Would it
make a moral difference if we
said the demolition of Babari
Masjid was politically
motivated, not religiously

motivated? Or as one of our
history teachers used to say,
he would be even more
morally offended by temple
desecration if it turned out it
was done for mere
opportunism rather than out
of genuine conviction.

Natural Farming Training Maha Abhiyan
to begin from rural level on May 1

Ahmedabad: On May 1,
the Foundation day of state a
free training campaign will be
conducted across the state
covering the farmers of
14455-gram panchayat areas
of the state.

A total of 1473 clusters
of 10 villages each have been
formed for all the villages of
the state. At least ten farmers
practicing organic farming in
any of the villages; Both of
whom the State Government
has given special training as
'Master Trainers', along with
an expert representative of
the Department of ATMA-
Krishi, will impart training on
organic farming free of cost
to the farmers in the ten
villages allotted to them.

The state government
said that Gujarat is a 'Model'
state for the entire country.
With the aim that farmers take
up organic farming a drive has

been started on 'Mission
Mode' for natural farming.
Governor of Gujarat Acharya
Devvrat and Gujarat Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel held
a meeting with all District
Collectors and District
Development Officers and
gave detailed guidance about
Natural Farming Training
Maha Abhiyan to be started
from the rural level on May 1.

Governor said that, as
Dang district is a fully natural
farming district, efforts are
required to make the entire
state a fully natural farming
state. Natural farming system
is necessary for the welfare
of farmers, the health and
wellness of people, and
conservation of mother earth
and cow.

Requesting all District
Collectors and District
Development Officers to be
more alert and work for
implementing natural farming

Governor said that, it is
necessary to conduct a
comprehensive review of the
situation of organic farming
every month in all districts. To
ensure that organic farming
farmers get proper market for
their produce he instructed to
set up a special market system
for two days in a week at
village level, taluka level and
district level. He also requested
the Collectors-DDO to visit the
farm-wadi of the farmer doing
the best organic farming in
that district once a week.

Was Atiq Ahmed eyeing a
land deal in Ahmedabad?

AHMEDABAD: Atiq Ahmed,
a gangster-turned-politician
shot dead in Uttar Pradesh
recently, seems to have taken
a lot of secrets to the grave
with him. The police are trying
to figure out one: What did he
use his cellphone, obtained
through a police informer,
during his term at the
Sabarmati central jail in
Gujarat?

Police sources near the
development said Ahmed, a
senior political leader, and the
informer were eyeing a land
deal in Ahmedabad.

“Ahmed used various
numbers while he was in the
Sabarmati central jail since
June 2019. He was assisted by
Bapunagar resident Altaf
Pathan, a police informer who
had fought two elections,
including a civic body one. He
had also fought assembly
elections from AIMIM and SP
tickets,” said an officer
refusing to be named.

“Ahmed was interested in
the land of a textile mill in
Bapunagar. So, he, along with
Pathan and a senior politician,
spoke to other realty
developers in the city to buy
the land,” the officer added.

Asked about the facilities
he enjoyed in the jail, a police
source said, “Ahmed’s
confidant Mehraj reached the
city 10 days before Ahmed
landed in Sabarmati jail.”

Mehraj, who was later
killed in another shootout, had
allegedly stayed with the
owner of a poultry farm in Soni
ni Chawl.He also gave various
gifts to high-level police
officers and a senior politician
to ensure that Ahmed enjoyed
various facilities in jail, said
the source, adding: “Pathan
gave a phone to Ahmed that
he used till March. When the
authorities began raiding the
jails in Gujarat, he discarded
the gadget and was deprived
of a mode of communication.”

Pathan, who used to be
the confidant of a senior police
officer, is believed to have fled
to Dubai even before Ahmed
and his brother were shot
down by three men in
Prayagraj, where the UP police
escorted them. A former aide
of Ahmed said, “Atiq had his
say in the Gujarat assembly
elections as he had pushed a
senior politician to allow him
to contest from the Bapunagar
assembly seat.”

In Ahmedabad, 20-year-old
murdered in mall over a game

AHMEDABAD: Three men allegedly stabbed a 20-year-
old man from Danilimda in a mall near an ice factory in
Juhapura on Monday night. According to Vasna police, the
murder took place following a brawl over a game inside
Rajyash Mall. Three to four men held a man named Kaif Shaikh
from Danilimda and one of them stabbed him multiple times in
the stomach. People at the mall rushed to his rescue and took
him to a private hospital where he died during treatment.

The incident led to chaos in the mall and the security
called up the police control room. A team of Vasna police
reached Rajyash Mall and rounded up three men in the case.
Inspector M C Chaudhary of Vasna police said that a complaint
under charges of murder will be lodged against the accused.
He said that Shaikh worked as an AC repairer. His family was
informed about his death.Sources in the police said that the
accused entered the mall carrying a knife with him, indicating
that there was no frisking at the entrance. A security lapse
facilitated the murder, they said.
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WESTERN RAILWAY TO RUN SUPERFAST SUMMER
SPECIAL TRAIN BETWEEN VADODARA AND HARIDWAR
Ahmedabad, For the

convenience of passengers
and with a view to meet the
travel demand, Western
Railway has decided to run
Summer Special train on
Spec ia l  fare between
Vadodara and Haridwar.
According to a press release
issued by Shri Sumit Thakur
– Chief Public Relations
Officer of Western Railway,
the details of the train are
as under: Train No. 09129/
09130 Vadodara - Haridwar
Superfast Special [16 trips]-
Train No. 09129 Vadodara -
Haridwar Superfast Special
will depart from Vadodara

every Saturday at 19.00 hrs.
& will reach Haridwar at
14.30 hrs. the next day. This
train will run from 06th May,
to 24th June,  2023.
Similarly, Train No. 09130
Har idwar -  Vadodara
Superfast  Spec ia l  wi l l
depart from Haridwar every
Sunday at 17.20 hrs. & will
arrive Vadodara at 11.25
hrs. the next day. This train
will run from 07th May, to
25th June, 2023.

Enroute this train will halt
at Godhra, Dahod, Ratlam,
Kota,  Gangapur C ity,
Mathura,  Hazrat
Nizamuddin, Ghaziabad,

Meerut City, Muzaffarnagar,
Tapri and Roorkee Station in
both directions.

This train comprises of
AC First Class, AC 2-Tier, AC
3-Tier, Sleeper Class and
Genera l  Second Class
Coaches. The booking for
Train No. 09129 will open
from 28th April 2023 at all
PRS Counters and on IRCTC
website. The above trains
will run as special train on
special fare. For detailed
informat ion regard ing
t imings of  ha l ts  and
composition, passengers
may please v is i t  www.
enquiry. indianrail.gov.in.

BD Soft expands its footprint
in Gujarat

Ahmedabad, BD Software
an eminent distributor of
Cyber Security solutions in
India, is expanding its
presence in Gujarat, a leading
small enterprises market of
India, by adding 200+ number
of channel partners. Through
this move, the Company is
aiming to strengthen their
presence in the West Indian
market.  "Digital disruption is
a reality that is transforming
Gujarat, thanks to numerous
government initiatives such as
GIFT city and incentives for
SMEs and MSMEs. The state's

increasing digitisation has also
heightened the need to
address security concerns.
Recognising this opportunity,
we at BD Soft decided to
expand into Gujarat markets
and are ready to assist
businesses in capitalising on
digital opportunities,
strengthening the state's
vibrant innovation ecosystem,
and accelerating the state's
digital transformation." Mr
ZakirHussain, Founder and
CEO of BD Software
Distribution Pvt. Ltd. BD Soft
is an exclusive country partner
to one of the top brands in the
cybersecurity industry
worldwide, Bitdefender and
also distributes 14 different
security solutions across India
via their channel partners.
The brand has witnessed a
40% growth YOY, adding
several new brands to its
portfolio, including Safetica,
Endpoint Protector, Final
Code,Wipeout among many
more. The Company enjoys a
great presence in Tier-I cities
of India and is now looking at
an aggressive roadmap in
Tier-II and III cities. (19-10)

Dimple Kapadia on reuniting
with Homi Adajania

Ahmedabad, Predictable,
reverential, and hierarchical -
not anymore! Get ready to
witness the dawn of saas
bahu 2.0 as Disney+ Hotstar
announces its upcoming show
Hotstar Specials' Saas, Bahu
aur Flamingo, a story that
redefines everything you
thought you knew about the
saas - bahu relationship. A
mother-in-law who is
unapologetically hardcore,
and daughters-in-law who are
steadfast and formidable -
these women are nothing but
badass, powerful, and even
ruthless by choice. Produced
by Maddock Films, the series
is directed by the uber-
talented Homi Adajania and

stars Dimple Kapadia, Radhika
Madan, Angira Dhar and Isha
Talwar in pivotal roles along
with a talented cast, Ashish
Verma, Varun Mitra, Udit
Arora, Deepak Dobriyal and
Monica Dogra amongst others.
Saas, Bahu aur Flamingo
releases on 5th May, 2023 only
on Disney+ Hotstar. (19-8)

Cooperation Minister advises
NDDB to make India

Ahmedabad, Shri Amit
Shah, Hon'ble Minister of
Home Affairs & Cooperation,
Government of India
appreciated National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB)'s
initiatives in the Indian Dairy
Sector and asked the Dairy
Board to further strengthen
cooperative dairying by playing
a major role in establishing
viable dairy cooperatives in
uncovered Panchayats/
villages having potential for
dairying.

The Hon'ble Minister also
highlighted the need for multi-
commodity cooperatives,

common brand for export of
produce of cooperatives,
promotion of organic
produce, better capacity
utilisation of milk processing
facilities by cooperation
among cooperatives, self-
reliance in manufacturing
dairy machinery & also
export of indigenous dairy
equipment through IDMC
Ltd, a subsidiary of NDDB.
Hon'ble Union Minister also
mentioned that the
subsidiary companies of
NDDB have to play a lead and
stellar role in achieving
these. (1-7)

Matter collaborates with Flipkart

Ahmedabad, Matter, a tech
innovation EV start up, today
announced its collaboration
with Flipkart, India's
homegrown e-commerce
marketplace. The
collaboration will provide
customers with a convenient
way to pre-book and buy
MATTER AERA
motorbike.They can also take
benefit of special offers,
making it an attractive option
while switching to electric
vehicles.

M o h a l
L a l b h a i ,
Founder and
Group CEO
of Matter,
said -
" M a t t e r
aspires to
m a k e
e l e c t r i c

vehicles accessible across
demographics and regions.
In the era of smartphones
and the internet,
Ecommerce provides
uniform reach across the
stratum, and this is where
our collaboration with
Flipkart will extend the reach
to broader audience helping
them to access and adopt the
new age mobility and
sustainable technology that
is set to create a better
future leading into the 22nd
Century. (19-10)

Vadodara-Valsad  Plus

Prevest DenPro Reports
Robust Financial

Ahmedabad, Prevest
DenPro Limited, a leading
manufacturer of dental
materials, has reported 42 per
cent increase in net profit in the
January-March quarter of
financial year 2022-23 on
improved sales. The company
clocked net profit of Rs 5.10
crore during the March quarter
compared to Rs 3.58 crore in
the December quarter. In the
January-March period of FY22,
the company's posted a net

profit of Rs 2.46 crore. The
company's total revenue during
the reporting quarter stood at
Rs 14.10 crore, up 10 per cent
QoQ and around 38 per cent
YoY. The total expenses came
in at Rs 8.32 crore in the quarter
as against Rs 7.48 crore in
December quarter and Rs 6.57
crore in the corresponding
quarter last fiscal. The earnings
per share for the quarter under
review grew 42 per cent to Rs
4.26. (1-7)

GSRTC introduces three e-buses connecting
Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar with GIFT City

AHMEDABAD: Improving
connectivity between
Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar
and GIFT City, the state
transport corporation has
launched electric bus services.
The Gujarat State Road
Transport Corporation
introduced three new electric
buses connecting several
locations in Ahmedabad and
Gandhinagar with GIFT City. At
present, the buses are plying
on three routes, namely Narol
to GIFT City, Shantipura-SG
Highway to GIFT City, and

Gandhinagar PathikAshram to
GIFT City. Estimates suggest
that the new service will come
handy to some 20,000 people
employed at GIFT-IFSC.

Last year, GIFT City had
also inked a memorandum of
understanding with Chartered
Speed Limited for electric
vehicle (EV) transportation
services. As part of this, four
busses are already plying
along the route.

The three routes have
been worked out considering
the growing demand for public

transportation, office timings,
and to ensure better
connectivity with major transit
points in Ahmedabad and
Gandhinagar.

Tapan Ray, MD and
group CEO, GIFT City, said,
“We have already introduced
e-mobility facilities in GIFT City
last year and the latest
introduction of three new
electric buses by GSRTC would
certainly benefit commuters
to and from GIFT City.” Besides
EV buses, the route of
Ahmedabad-Gandhinagar
Metro which is under
construction will also pass
through GIFT City. The
Gujarat State Road Transport
Corporation introduced three
new electric buses connecting
several locations in
Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar
with GIFT City. At present, the
buses are plying on three
routes, namely Narol to GIFT
City, Shantipura-SG Highway
to GIFT City, and Gandhinagar
PathikAshram to GIFT City.

Gujarat: Picture of sambar
eating plastic sparks concerns

AHMEDABAD: A
photograph of a sambar and
its calf snacking on hotel waste
and plastic trash is being
widely circulated among
groups of animal lovers.

The photograph is said to
have been taken at the
Tulsishyam-Dhari stretch near
the Gir forest by a wildlife
enthusiast who requested
anonymity while speaking to.

“It’s risky to leave plastic
waste like that because
animals mistake it for food

and consume it.
Plastic clogs up
their digestive
tract. Someday,
it could lead to
p o a c h i n g
incidents too,”
he said. A
former forest
officer said, “I
pass by Tulsishyam-Dhari
stretch almost every day and
see plastic waste and leftover
food dumped on the roadside
and herbivores like the sambar

consuming it.” Another senior
officer said that since the
herbivores crave salt, salt
cakes are placed at different
spots in the wildlife area so
that the animals’ mineral
requirements are taken care
of. “Rock salt cakes are placed
at various places in the wildlife
area as part of the wildlife
management plan. However,
many a time, the animals even
eat the salted chips packets
littered around. It is
dangerous,” he said. A wildlife
expert demanded that the
government should
immediately ask the forest
officials to ensure that beat
guards visit Tulsishyam-Dhari
stretch and warn tourists
against littering the area.

He said that the area
should be monitored regularly
to ensure no plastic is dumped
along the roadside.

Talala yard no more a
juicy option

Rajkot: Known as
the biggest market of
Kesar mango, Talala has
been losing the charm of
auctioning the fruit over
the recent years. Farmers
who used to their produce
to the market yard are
now preferring direct sale
to consumers. And they
use social media to reach
their customers.

G i r  Kesa r  has
received GI tag and the
fruit is popular for its
tas te  among mango
lovers. Traders all over
Gu ja ra t  wa i t  fo r  the
auct ion of  mangos to
start at Talala market
yard. But now the total
number  o f  boxes
auc t ioned  a t  Ta la l a
market yard has halved.

In 2016, the market
yard had auctioned 10.66
lakh  boxes  o f  mango
(each box of 10kg weight)
in  the ent i re  season.
Thereafter, the number
continued to come down
and in 2022, the number
of auctioned boxes was
5.03 lakh. This year, the
auction started last week.
The market yard gets

around 4,000 to 5,000 boxes
daily for auction.

According to farmers,
because  o f  ma lprac t i ce
adopted by some traders,
the customers prefer to buy
directly from the farmers.
And thanks to government’s
intervention, mango is now
directly sold to consumers by
farmers in big cities like
Ahmedabad.

Says Ramesh Siroya,
secretary of Talala market
yard: “Earlier, farmers used
to come to the market yard
with their produce but now
they get free stalls in malls
in big cities like Ahmedabad
and Delhi by the government
and farmers do direct retail
marketing. Earlier, it was
easy to give an estimated
production by the mango
income at the Talala market
ya rd  bu t  now i t  i s  no t
possible.” For direct sale to
consumers ,  f a rmer -
p roducer  o rgan i sa t i ons
(FPOs) play an important
ro le .  G i r  K r i sh i  Vasan t
Producers Limited is one
FPO that has 200 mango
growing farmers who have
been promoting direct sale
to consumers since 2016.

Class 12 student confined in hostel
for ‘insulting’ principal

Rajkot: A Class 12
(science) boy has alleged
that he was confined in his
hostel room by the school
principal in Mahuva taluka of
Bhavnagar district. The
school authorities have
however denied the
allegation. The allegation
was made by the Class 12
student’s parents, who are
residents of Gorkada village
in Savarkundla taluka of
Amreli district. They alleged
that their son was confined
in the hostel because he had
'insulted' the school principal
while talking with other
students. The boy’s father
Dinesh Sisara said, “My son
along with other students
was preparing for NEET

exam in the hostel. On April 19,
the school principal confined
him in one of the hostel rooms.
He was not allowed to come
out. After we came to know
about it five days later, we
rushed to the hostel, got him
released, and took him home.”
Talking to media persons,
Vinod Tadha, principal of the
school said, “We did not confine
him. It is summer vacation in
the school. We have CCTV
cameras installed in the hostel.
Anybody can check it. He
insulted me that’s why I
rebuked him.”The boy’s
parents created a ruckus at the
school following which the
police were called. However, no
formal complaint has been filed
in this matter.

Ahmedabad's Cept
University student,
23, jumps to his

death
AHMEDABAD: A student of

Cept University committed
suicide on Wednesday morning
by jumping off the terrace of a
six-storied apartment building in
Panchvati where he lived as a
paying guest. According to
Gujarat University police, Shiv
Mistry, 23, a final semester
architecture student and a native
of Vadodara, was under stress
due to his studies. His suicide note
indicated that he was not
interested in pursuing the course
and that he felt unloved and
neglected by his family. Inspector
V J Jadeja of Gujarat University
police said that Mistry jumped
from the terrace of Dhruvin
Apartments at around 6.24am on
Wednesday. "The victim's father,
Mahendra Mistry, 56, a furniture
businessman, told cops that he
was reeling from severe stress
due to his studies in Cept. He did
not doubt anyone else behind the
boy's suicide," read the note on
accidental death registered by
Gujarat University police.
Addressing his parents in the
suicide note, he said, "I always
thought life is not about money
or materialistic things but about
what you do. My inability to do
what I want in life and suffering
because having to do what I do
not want to do (sic.)." The two-
page suicide note also revealed
that Shiv felt that he was a failure
in the eyes of his family. He said
that he decided to end his life,
"because of a constant feeling of
being a failure in your eyes,
because of anger and frustration
built up over the years of working
at the workshop (his father's
furniture workshop) that I didn't
want to but had to just to be able
to study, also because of the
feeling of being unwanted and
unloved and getting to know that
I was an unplanned child."
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44 Squadron of the
Indian Air Force is celebrating
its Diamond Jubilee this year
at Chandigarh. The rich and
glorious history of the Sqn is
a kaleidoscope of military
history and military diplomacy
of modern-day India and filled
with tales of fortitude,
courage, daring, devotion and
professionalism which
encapsulates all that IAF
stands for.

The Squadron was
raised on 06 Apr 1961 and
equipped with the AN-12
aircraft.  It operated the AN-
12 till 1985.  In March 1985, it
brought the IL-76 aircraft into
India, which was formally
inducted into IAF on 16 Jun
1985.  The aircraft continues
to in service today.  The
Diamond Jubilee celebrations
due in 2021 had to be
postponed due to COVID 19
pandemic.

The harbinger of
strategic airlift in the IAF, the
Squadron has been a part of

44 SQN, THE HARBINGERS OF “STRATEGIC AIRLIFT”
IN THE IAF CELEBRATE THEIR DIAMOND JUBILEE

all major military and HADR
initiatives in the recent history
of the nation, which not only
saw the IAF and the nation
evolve from a tactical to a
strategic force, but also
enhanced the military might of
the sister Services. The
Squadron provided succor in
times of need to the citizens
of the country as well as
people all around the world,
in keeping with the nation’s
belief of “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam”. The Squadron

has stayed true to its motto
of ‘ISHTAM YATNEN
SADHYET’ which means
‘ACHIEVE GOALS THROUGH
PERSEVERANCE’. In 1985
the Squadron was renamed
as the ‘MIGHTY JETS’.

Since its raising, No.
44 Sqn has been at the
forefront of the airl ift
activities undertaken by IAF.
The Squadron continues to
remain ever ready to
undertake any task that is
entrusted to it.

As a precursor to
World Malaria Day, Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare,
the Government of India will
be organizing the Asia Pacific
Leaders’ Conclave on Malaria
Elimination in New Delhi on
April 24, 2023, in partnership
with the Asia Pacific Leaders
Malaria Alliance (APLMA). The
Conclave will be held under
the guidance of Dr Mansukh
Mandaviya, Hon’ble Union
Minister of Health & Family
Welfare and Chemicals &
Fertilizers. The Conclave aims
to reaffirm political
commitment to galvanise
action for malaria elimination
by 2030. The Conclave will
provide a platform for leaders
from the Asia Pacific region to
discuss ongoing efforts
towards malaria elimination

Asia-Pacific Leaders’ Conclave on Malaria Elimination
will commence on April 24th at New Delhi
Deliberations on revitalising national and regional momentum towards

the goal of an Asia Pacific Free from Malaria by 2030
and revitalise national and
regional momentum towards
the goal of an Asia Pacific Free
from Malaria by 2030.
Sessions will include tracking
regional and national
progress, reaching at-risk
populations, leveraging
research, innovation, and new
technologies to accelerate
progress, and embracing a
w h o l e - o f - g o v e r n m e n t
approach eliminate the
disease India has made
remarkable progress towards
malaria elimination in recent
years and has been
appreciated at the global level.
Among the 11 countries that
are part of the World Health
Organization's 'High Burden to
High Impact' initiative, only
India has reported decline in
malaria cases during the height

of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Malaria cases and deaths
also dropped by 85.1% and
83.6% respectively, from
2015 to 2022. The Conclave
will be presided by Dr V. K.
Paul, Member (Health), NITI
Aayog. The event will be
graced by the Minister of
Health and Family Welfare of
Mizoram, Shri Rajesh
Bhushan, Secretary, Ministry
of Health & Family Welfare,
Dr. Poonam Khetrapal Singh,
Regional Director, World
Health Organization, SEARO,
Health Ministers from APLMA
member nations including Dr.
Culwick Togamana, His
Excellency Minister of Health,
Solomon Islands and Dr.
Atonio Lalabalavu, His
Excellency Minister of Health,
Republic of Fiji.

An ESG
(environmental, social and
governance) Task Force in the
Textiles sector will be created
keeping in mind India's
commitment towards
sustainability, said Shri Piyush
Goyal, Union Minister of
Textiles, Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution
and Commerce and Industry
during soft launch of e-
commerce website of Ministry
of Textiles dedicated to
handloom and handicrafts in
Rajkot, Gujarat today. The
event was a part of
‘Saurashtra Tamil
Sangamam’ in which Chief
Minister of Gujarat, Shri
Bhupendrabhai Patel also
participated.

During two days
event in Somnath and Rajkot,
the Union Minister attended
the Chintan Shivir in which
along with officers from the
Ministry of Textiles,
deliberations on various
aspects of the sector was
done.

Speaking on the
occasion, Shri Goyal said there
has been fruitful discussions
for making textile sector more
vibrant. He added that the
some of the manufacturers &
exporters are ensuring twice
the value upon receiving
Environmental, social and
governance (ESG) compliance
certification. Efforts are being
made to ensure this
certification for more
manufacturers & exporters.

He also talked about
the export target of USD 100
Billion for textile sector by
2030 and overall target of USD
250 Billion for textile sector by
2030. He said that five
commitments of Hon’ble PM
Narendra Modi also includes
that we have to go back to our
roots to progress with
confidence.  He said that both
Tamil Nadu and Gujarat are
connected with history and
culture but are also connected
due to having strong traditional
and modern Textile sector.

Environmental, social
and governance Task
Force in the Textiles

sector soon dedicated
to Sustainability: Shri

Goyal

Union Textiles Minister
Shri Piyush Goyal holds

sixth interactive
meeting with the

Textile Advisory Group
in Rajkot to review
initiatives for cotton

value chain
Hon’ble Union

Minister of Textiles,
Commerce & Industry and
Consumer Affairs and Food &
Public Distribution, Shri Piyush
Goyal presided over the sixth
interactive meeting with the
Textile Advisory Group (TAG),
on 22nd April, 2023, to review
the progress of initiatives for
cotton value chain, as part of
the Saurashtra Tamil
Sangamam which is being
conducted under the 'Ek
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat'
Initiative in Gujarat in Rajkot.

Shri Piyush Goyal
noted the progress in the
project on Traceabi lity,
Certification and Branding of
Kasturi Cotton India and
lauded that branding of Indian
Cotton will add great value to
the entire cotton value chain
from farmers to end users.

He pointed out that
the quality of Indian cotton is
beneficial for farmers and
industry both.  Meetings of
Steering Committee and Apex
Committee have taken place
and the funds for project have
been released and the work
on Traceability, Certification
and Branding of Kasturi India
Cotton has begun.

He appealed to
TEXPROCIL to make
aggressive efforts to brand
Kasturi cotton as premium
cotton in domestic and
international markets.

Final approval for
Holistic plan to enhance cotton
productivity by targeting the
technology of HDPS, Closer
Spacing and ELS with an
amount of Rs. 4186.85 lakhs
was obtained from MoA&FW
under NFSM. Cluster-wise
identification of villages/farmers
has been finalized in Rajasthan
and the same is in progress in
all the remaining cotton
growing states where sowing
will be taken up for the ensuing
cotton season 2023-24.

Dummy candidate racket:
Four more arrested in Gujarat

RAJKOT: Four more
people involved in the well-
oiled dummy candidate racket
were arrested on Wednesday,
taking the total number of
those nabbed to 27.

The number of people
involved in the racket has also
increased to 52 now.

Those arrested were
Mahesh Chauhan (27), Vijay
Jambucha (25), Riyaz
Kalavadia (33), a casual
labourer, and Pratipalsinh
Gohil (30), who works in a
private company.

More arrests are being

made by the special
investigation team (SIT)
following revelations of names
during the interrogation of the
arrested persons, mainly the
four masterminds.

On April 14, the
Bhavnagar local crime branch
(LCB) had busted the racket
thriving since 2012 right under
the nose of police and the
education department. Many
of those arrested are
government employees
including school teachers, job
aspirants who hired dummy
candidates, and those who

took exams on behalf of
others.

The dummy candidates
were paid Rs 25,000 per exam
while the masterminds -
Sharad Panot, Prakash alias
PK Dave, Baldev Rathod, and
Pradip Baraiya - charged
anything between Rs 5 lakh to
Rs 12 lakh from the
government job aspirants
wanting to hire dummies in
various departmental and
competitive exams as well as
Class X and Class XII exams.

A source privy to the
investigation said that the
police will likely attach the
properties of the four
masterminds in the coming
days. "We have recorded their
statements regarding their
bank accounts, how much
money they made in the last
12 years, the properties in
which they invested the money
etc. Once we corroborate
their statements with
evidence, we will start
attaching their properties," the
source said.

Third member of GU VC
search panel appointed

A h m e d a b a d :
Shashikant Sharma, vice-
chancellor of Himachal
Pradesh University has been
appointed the third member
of the search committee to
select candidates for the post
of the Gujarat University vice-
chancellor. Sharma has been
appointed as the
representative of the state
governor.

Earlier, the joint board of
vice-chancellors (JBVC) had
selected Madhukar Padvi,
vice-chancellor of Birsa Munda
Tribal University, Rajpipla, as
the second member of the
three-member search
committee.

The search committee

includes a representative of
the GU academic council and
syndicate, another from the
JBVC and the third member,
who chairs the committee, is
a representative of the state
governor.

Chetan Trivedi, the in-
charge vice-chancellor of
Junagadh University was
appointed to the committee by
the university syndicate and
academic council.

Sources said with the
appointment of Sharma as the
panel head. the process of
selecting candidates will be
completed soon. The term of
the current VC of GU,
Himanshu Pandya, comes to
an end in June.

Woman throws lawyer's laptop
from building, booked in Gujarat

AHMEDABAD: A British
citizen allegedly threw a lawyer's
laptop from the first floor of a
building on Wednesday and
threatened him with dire
consequences if he did not give
up her husband's brief in the
court.

Dhruv Dave, the lawyer, filed
an FIR with Sola High Court
police against Tarlochan Sehmi
after the incident.

According to the complaint,

Sehmi created a ruckus near the
Legal Aid Society's office on the
HC campus. She made a video
of her statement on her phone
and vented out her frustration
over the decade-long pendency
of litigation. When the lawyers
present there tried to approach
her, she threw a laptop from the
first floor. Later, her husband's
advocate, Dave, filed a complaint
with the police accusing Sehmi
of repeatedly threatening him

with his life and pressuring him
to give up her husband's brief.

According to the FIR, the
litigation between Sehmi and her
husband began in 2012, and she
approached the HC in 2018.
Advocate Dave was representing
her husband in the case in the
high court.

The FIR said that on
Wednesday, Sehmi allegedly
barged into Dave's chamber and
took his laptop from his table in
his absence. The advocate's
colleague informed him about
the incident, and later she was
spotted near the Legal Aid
Society's office from where she
threw the laptop.

In his complaint, the lawyer
has stated that the woman was
punished by a JMFC court in
Vadodara and jailed for her
alleged misbehaviour in the
court. The police have booked
her under Sections 452
(trespass with intention to hurt),
506(2) (criminal intimidation)
and 427 (causing loss) of the
IPC.

After 40.4°C, Ahmedabad gets a drizzle
AHMEDABAD: There are

cooler times in store for
citizens over the next few
days. While the afternoon was
warm with the maximum
temperature in the city
crossing 40°C after a week,
the weather suddenly changed
after 4pm with clouds
providing respite from the
scorching heat.

Light drizzles were
reported in isolated areas of
Ahmedabad on Wednesday,
including Ghuma and Bopal.

According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), the maximum
temperature in Ahmedabad
was 40.4°C, remaining 0.9
degrees below normal. The
minimum temperature in the
city was 24.1°C, which was
1.4 degrees above normal.
The maximum temperature

increased by just a fraction of
a degree from yesterday. The
maximum temperature is set
to dip to 39°C in Ahmedabad
according to IMD forecast, due
to a cyclonic circulation. For
four to six days, the weather
is expected to remain
relatively cool with maximum
temperatures below 40°C,
according to the Met
department. "There is a
cyclonic circulation over
southwest Rajasthan and its
neighbouring areas. Rain
occurred at isolated places in
the South Gujarat region on
Wednesday," the IMD stated.

Light to moderate rain
and thundershowers are very
likely in the districts of
Ahmedabad, Banaskantha,
Gandhinagar, Patan, Mehsana,
Aravall i, Sabarkantha,
Narmada, Dangs, Surat and
Tapi on Thursday, the IMD
forecast states. "No large
change in maximum
temperature is expected over
the next 24 hours, thereafter,
a gradual fall in maximum
temperatures by two-three
degrees is expected over the
next four to six days across the
state," the forecast adds.
Ahmedabad remained the
hottest weather station in the
state with a maximum
temperature at 40.4°C,
followed by Kandla (40.2°C),
Amreli (39.8°C), Deesa
(39.3°C) and Gandhinagar
(39.2°C).

6 Gujarat University students
declared ‘fail’ after reassessment

AHMEDABAD: The
Gujarat University on
Wednesday declared six
students ‘fail’ in MSc semester
3 exams after reassessing
their answer sheets. These
students were among the 138
MSc students who had passed
the exam but had applied for
reassessment because they
were not satisfied with the
marks they had scored.

Sources in GU said that
one of the students who had
failed earlier was declared
pass; the university made
changes in the marks of 68
other students and upheld the
previous results of 63
students.

Sources said that the
students declared failed have
applied to retain their earlier

results. The university has
accepted their application and
a committee will take a
decision on whether to accept
their request or not.

Once the student applies
for reassessment of his/her
answer sheet, the previous
result is considered void, and
the new result is considered
final.

Sources said that
usually the decision on the
results of reassessed answer
sheets is finalized by the
deans of the concerned
faculties. However, as the
terms of deans of many
faculties have expired and the
university has not elected new
deans, the results will be
finalized without the approval
of the deans.
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The desire to build a colony on the moon will now be fulfilled

No country in the world
recognizes the moon as
Chandamama. Only we
Indians address the Moon as
Mama as the twin brother of
Mother Earth. And look at the
strangeness of the ceremony,
Indians were also
instrumental in making the
dream of scientists to build a
house on this Chandamama
come true.““Some time ago
there was news that India's
first 'moon mission'
Chandrayaan-1 has found
evidence of presence of water
on the lunar surface. The
discovery has given new
impetus to the search for life
in outer space. Not only this,
the activity of establishing a
human colony on the moon
has also gained
momentum.““Last week a
senior NASA official
announced that we would like
to build a colony at a specific
location on the southern
hemisphere of the Moon. The
reason for choosing this place
is that this part of the moon is
constantly in front of the sun.
Therefore, if solar energy is
obtained by erecting large
solar panels in this area, the
major problem of electricity
supply will automatically be
solved.““According to the
latest announcement, in 2030
AD, NASA will send a team of
four astronauts to stay on the
moon for a week. The
planning of 'Muncolony' will be
based on the week-long
experiences of these lunar
travelers. Gradually, space
ferryboats (space shuttles)
will bring the necessary
equipment to the moon and as
the facilities increase, more
astronauts will be sent to stay
on the moon for more and
more days in the future. Thus,
the experience of staying on
the moon for 180 consecutive
days at one stage is good, if it
is successful, then by 2028
Sriganesh will have already
done to build a colony on the
moon. Also, a pressurized
roving vehicle (a vehicle with
a pressurized cabin similar to
the one on Earth) will also be
able to move around on the
moon. Understand that the
traffic will start even on
Chanda!““Two decades ago,
while orbiting the moon, the
robotic craft 'Lunar Prospect'
sent information that there is
10 million tons of water on the
moon. The plan to establish a
human settlement on the
moon can be easily
implemented by using this
water. Scientists are happy
that both polar regions of the
moon have ice. Of course, the
extent of this ice, how pure it
is and how widely it is spread
remains to be
measured.““Thus, two and a
half decades ago, the
American unmanned
spacecraft Clementine
discovered a huge lake on the
south pole of the moon. The
lake is about the size of
Cyprus and has a depth of 12
kilometers (deeper than the
tallest Mount Everest). This
lake was discovered in 1961.
But till now it was believed that
the lunar land is barren like a
dry desert and not even a drop
of water exists anywhere.
Later radar data from the
Clementine spacecraft
revealed that the lake was
covered with frozen ice. The
six previous Apollo missions
failed to find any evidence of
water on the Moon. But now
that at least one lake is filled
with frozen water (ice),

scientists are not surprised.
Because the planet or satellite
(the moon is a satellite of the
earth) has water, life can
grow there. How is the victim
of luck? The United States had
developed the Clementine
radar system at a cost of
seven and a half million dollars
actually to track the enemy
country's missiles as well as
to monitor Star Wars. Thus
the radar system used for
destruction work has raised
the hope of developing a new
ecosystem. In January 1995,
a joint venture between the
Pentagon and NASA sent the
Clementine spacecraft to the
moon with a new radar
system and advanced sensors.
Astronomers and a team of
scientists from the Griffith
Laboratory in Los Angeles
have again ascertained that
according to the details sent
by the radar, the liquid frozen
in the lake is not any other
chemicals or liquid gas, but
frozen water (ice). This supply
of water to the Moon may
have been induced by the
impact of comets on its Earth.
However, for scientists, the
fact that water exists is far
more important than the
question of where it came
from. The Lunar Prospector (a
$6.5 million robot) sent just to
make sure the water thing is
ripe has also confirmed the
water thing.““Even after
walking on the moon in 1969,
when the land there seemed
dry, for three decades,
America left the moon and
looked towards other planets.
But now that there is water in
the lunar soil, the Americans
as well as Russia, Japan and
the European community have
become impatient to establish
a human colony there.
However, more than other
countries, the United States

has done a lot of groundwork
for building a colony on the
moon.““Be it the Earth or the
Moon, one thing applies
everywhere that humans
prefer to live where water is
allowed. People are not willing
to migrate there, even though
space is available at the price
of water in distant suburbs like
Bhayander, Vasai, Nalasopara
outside Mumbai city limits.
Because there is acute
shortage of water. Only people
who decide to drink water
from tankers or lakes can live
there.““Well, that's the case
with a colony on the moon.
Now after the year 2024
American scientists want to
establish a colony on the
moon. NASA scientist Alan
Binder has expressed hope
that at least 200 American
scientists will be living on the
moon by 2030. They will grow
the grain they need on the
moon itself. By generating
solar energy from sunlight,
they will be able to do all the
things that electricity can do
on Earth.““Ilmenite is
abundant in lunar soils. Iron
and titanium will be released
from it and various
constructions will be made
with it. US space agency
official Hans Mark says that if
the whole plan goes through
Hemkhem, by the year 2030
(after eight years), humans
will be able to build a colony
on the moon. A blueprint for
establishing a colony by
building prefabricated houses
of metal released from
ilmenite has since been
prepared. Binder, a very
impatient scientist, even says
that if the American
government decides and
insists, a colony can be
established on Chandamama
within ten years!““The original
plan of the National

Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) is to
initially send 20 scientists-
engineers with expertise in
various branches of science to
the Moon. There a cover of
lunar soil will be formed to
protect their homes from
'cosmic radiation'. Remember
that the Moon has not got a
dense atmosphere like the
Earth. Therefore, there is a
lack of cover to prevent the
sun's acidic rays from
reaching the lunar
surface.““However, when
Ronald Reagan was president,
NASA's plan to establish a
colony on the moon was
approved. Reign also
reiterated the words of the
scientists that we should
achieve the ambitious dream
of permanent habitation on
the moon rather than being
satisfied with just hoisting the
American spacecraft on the
moon and collecting rocks.
The distance between Earth
and Moon is 3,85,000 km. The
plan to establish a colony on
the moon has been divided
into two phases. If you want
to build a colony on the moon,
there are many obstacles.
Tents cannot be pitched on the
Moon as easily as tents can
be pitched on Earth.““Two
NASA scientists hope that if
humans plan to land on the
moon in the future, it's
possible that their first colony
will make a giant tube of
volcanic lava their home. This
massive tube was formed by
volcanic eruptions on the moon
thousands of years ago and is
large enough to fit cities
inside.““Volcanic lava tubes
are of great importance to
scientists for establishing
colonies on the Moon and for
other space exploration.
Because these lava tubes are
capable of providing
protection to humans from
meteorites, radiation and
extreme weather on the
moon, researchers
believe.““Considering the
moon's gravity, i ts
atmosphere, temperature,
etc., a lot of equipment has to
be taken to the moon to
establish a colony there.““The
biggest question is how to get
the stuff to the moon as
cheaply as possible? This
problem can be solved to
some extent by building a
space station at a distance of
200 km from the earth. The
Eagle Engineering Company in
Houston (Texas) has
estimated that the cost of
moving every kilogram of
cargo from Earth to space
would be $2,000. This is like
a battle more expensive than
gold. But if you want to live on

the moon, you have to spend!
NASA officials have devised a
plan to transport the cargo
required to build a colony on
the moon 200 km at a time.
After delivering it to a high-
orbiting space station, take the
easy way of sending it to the
lunar soil. For this work, a
space ferryboat called 'Orbital
Transfer Vehicle' will be used
which will carry out the task
of moving goods in
space.““Scientists have come
up with a plan to avoid taking
the stuff that can be obtained
from the moon from Earth. The
solution to this problem would
now be found on the moon if
the material consisted mostly
of liquid oxygen. If there is
water on the moon then there
will be no problem of drinking
water, breathable oxygen and
fuel.““The newly formed
Jamaat Lunar Scientists (Moon
Scientists) had previously
thought of obtaining hydrogen
from the abundant ilmenite
metal found on the Moon. If
ilmenite is heated to a high
temperature like 900 degrees
centigrade, 10 percent oxygen
is obtained from it. Iron and
titanium metal can also be
obtained from this process.
which can be used in
construction.““The discovery
of a lake of ice at the south
pole of the Moon has given
astronomers the hope that
there must be many more such
lakes or frozen bodies of
water. It is also easy to get
hydrogen from water by
melting this ice. With which
agriculture can be done and
fuel can also be obtained.
Moreover, monoculture
(growing plants in water only)
can solve the food problem.

The heat of the sun is more
intense on the moon than on
the earth. With the help of
solar cells, this energy can be
used to generate thermal and
electrical power. In fact,
American scientists are
planning to set up a nuclear
power station on the moon.
Moreover, the quest to mine
iron, titanium and silicon from
the moon will also be carried
out. Titanium will be alloyed
with iron to make steel metal
for construction and it will also
be possible to make light
weight spaceships with such
metals. Similarly, the easily
available silicon on the moon
will be useful for making more
and more solar cells. With
which a lot of energy can be
obtained.““Scientists from the
Indian Space Research
Organization (ISRO) and the
Indian Institute of Science
(IICS-both Bengaluru) in a
joint effort have developed a
special type of space bricks (a
special type of brick for
building a human colony on the
moon) for future human
settlement on the moon. )
prepared.““S.Venkateswar, an
Indian scientist living in
Houston in America, is
experimenting with growing
plants and fruits that can grow
on the lunar soil and in the
atmosphere there.
Venkateswar is experimenting
with growing commonly used
food items like wheat, rice,
green beans, soybeans in a
controlled environment and in
test tubes, jars and
saucers.““On the other hand,
Japan's Shimizu Corporation
wants to start a shipbuilding
industry on the moon itself
with the metal extracted from

the lunar soil. Spacecraft and
satellite structures can be
made from this metal on the
Moon itself at a very low cost.
Similarly, the Japanese
company Nokia has also
made a historic
announcement. According to
this, by the end of 2022, the
company wil l  start 4G
network service on the lunar
soil. NASA has also allocated
a fund of 14 lakh dollars to
Nokia. The network will be up
and running before NASA
lands a rover on the moon in
2024.““In the future,
spacecraft could be launched
from here, taking advantage
of the negligible gravity on
the Moon's surface. Thus
space travel can be done
cheaply as the fuel required
for space travel
decreases.““America's Lunar
Resource Company is also
planning a different kind of
ambitious plan. This company
is thinking of making a profit
by sending tourists to the
moon. Japan's Shimizu
Corporation is also
considering building a hotel
on the moon. In the future,
happy wealthy people will go
to the moon in spaceships.
Dryness there will feel less
weight on the ground. One
will be able to taste the heat
that is extremely hot like 121
degree Celsius in the
equatorial region of the moon
and get a glimpse of the killer
cold of minus 118 degree
Celsius in the polar region of
the moon. Thus a three day
trip to the moon will prove to
be a wonderful and very
excit ing tour for the
Earthlings. Currently, this
company shows the moon in

the palm of the hand to people
who want to travel to the
moon. They advertise,
'Come, join our tour that
takes off after 10 years and
travel to Saudi Arabia (hot
area) on the moon.' Saudi
Arabia is because much of
the real land on the moon is
like arid deserts and barren
deserts.““The Lunar
Resource Corporation also
has a plan to mine the
abundant helium isotopes
found on the lunar surface.
Which is very useful in the
operation of nuclear reactor
and which is rare on earth.
In the same way, abundant
source of solar energy can
be obtained on the moon.
The days are long on the
moon and the sunlight falls
on the moon like a waterfall
without any obstruction.
This light can be somehow
intercepted and converted
in to  mic rowaves  and
t ransmi t ted to
Earth.““America will have to
spend a lot of money to
realize the main plan of
es tab l i sh ing a  human
colony on the moon. NASA
may now par tner  w i th
private industry for capital
investment on the Moon. If
full thrust is applied, dozens
of  sc ient i s ts  w i l l  have
inhabited the moon in the
next  f i ve-seven years .
Tomatoes, potatoes, rice
will also be harvested on
the moon. After three to
four decades, earthlings will
easily live on the moon as
the conditions of the moon
wil l  change in favor of
mank ind due to  the
in tens ive  e f for ts  o f
mankind.

DRDO & Indian Navy Conduct Successful Trial
of BMD Interceptor from Naval Platform

Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) and Indian Navy
successfully conducted a
maiden flight trial of sea-
based endo-atmospheric
interceptor missile off the
coast of Odisha in the Bay
of Bengal on April 21, 2023.
The purpose of the trial was
to engage and neutralize a
host i le bal l is t ic  miss i le
threat thereby elevating

India into the elite club of
Nations having Naval BMD
capability.

Prior to this, DRDO has
successfully demonstrated
land-based BMD system with
capabi l i ty to neutral ize
ballistic missile threats,
emerging from adversaries.

Raksha Mantr i  Shr i
Rajnath Singh congratulated
DRDO, Indian Navy and
Industry invo lved in

successful demonstration of
ship based Ballistic Missile
defence capabilities.

Secretary DDR&D and
Chairman DRDO Dr Samir V
Kamat complimented the
teams involved in the design
and development of the
missile. He said that nation
has achieved self-reliance in
developing highly-complex
network-centric anti-ballistic
missile systems.

Gujarat Cong to start 'Jan Manch' initiative
to connect to people to expose BJP govt

AHMEDABAD: The
Gujarat Congress will start a
platform called 'Jan Manch' to
allow people to voice their
grievances, issues and expose
corruption in the Bharatiya
Janata Party government in
the state.

Starting from May 1,
which is also the state's
Foundation Day, party leaders
will visit talukas under the Jan
Manch initiative, Gujarat
Congress Legislative Party
leader Amit Chavda said at a
press conference here.

"Jan Manch will give a
platform to people to voice
their concerns. The party will
try to resolve them by raising
it at appropriate forums,
including the Assembly.
Unemployed youth, farmers,
tax payers, women, labourers

etc are facing lots of problems
but the BJP government does
not have time for them," the
senior MLA said.

"The BJP government in
the state is busy celebrating
festivals. There is rampant
corruption in government
offices, farmers are not
getting compensation for crop
loss, law and order is
deteriorating, there police
inaction against anti-social

elements and lack of
employment. We want people
to use Jan Manch to expose
the BJP government," Chavda
added.

Gujarat Congress
president Jagdish Thakor said
the BJP, after winning a record
156 seats in the 182-member
Assembly in the December
2022 polls, has become
arrogant and was crushing
voices of dissent.

"People can't express
their concerns freely because
the ruling party believes in
crushing every voice of
dissent. Through this year-
long initiative, we will collect
written representations from
people, take follow-up from
administration and fight to
ensure justice for the people,"
said Thakor.
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Operation Python: How was the 'Diwali' Karachi
witnessed on that midnight of December 8, 1971?

The year this fight-to-the-
finish military mission was
played was 1971, but one has
to go back a little further to
check the reason behind the
mission.““The year was 196
and the month was August.
General Ayub Khan, the
military dictator of Pakistan,
started a war against India in
the name of Kashmir. While the
Indian Army and Air Force
were fighting the enemy with
full vigor on various border
fronts in Kutch, Punjab and
Jammu-Kashmir, the Ministry
of Defense turned cold water
on the Navy's enthusiasm. The
Ministry of Defense has issued
a strict instruction to the Navy
to prevent the war on the land
front from 'overflowing' to the
Arabian Sea. Keep the
warships at bay. Vessels going
out for patrolling shall also not
under any circumstances cross
the Laxman Line near the
coast.““It was a tragic incident
that the government itself cut
off one of the three military
wings when the country was
in a crisis of war. Naval
Commander Vice-Admiral
Bhaskar Soman and other
senior officers swallowed the
bitter lump of humiliation and
defiance. But the matter did
not stop there. The Navy was
yet to face the wrath of the

angry public of the country for
its inaction in the war. The
incident that sparked public
outrage took place on
September 7, 1965.
Commodore S. like this. Under
the leadership of Anwar,
several warships of the Pak
Navy sailed towards Dwarka
in Gujarat. After approaching
the bank without any
hindrance, their cannons
moved towards Dwarka and
started shell ing. The
continuous twenty-minute
attack was like shooting
arrows in the dark, because
despite fifty rounds fired,
there was no significant loss
of life and property in Dwarka.
Some of the spheres have
become shriveled. It did not
burst after hitting the ground.
However, the fact that the
enemy warships reached our
door(s) and the Indian Navy
was sleeping until the sea
sentry, made it difficult for the
countrymen. Naturally, the
Navy was not asleep, but was
rendered unconscious by
anesthesia in the form of
government orders. But where
did the public know what was
inside that? Hence the blame
was laid on the Indian
Navy.““Neglect on the part of
its own country's defense
department, public outcry, and

scornful but bullying by the
enemy, the navy collapsed.
However, he kept the pain in
his mind by maintaining the
military manners. Naval
Commander Vice-Admiral
Bhaskar Soman began to look
for suitable opportunities to
give an example of the
strength of the Indian Navy to
the people of the country and
to retaliate to the enemy's
insolence. But such a chance
did not come until the Indo-
Pak war ended on September
23, 1965. Rather, it should be
said that the navy was kept
inactive until the armistice.
Exactly 6 years later, in
December 1971, the neglected
Navy got a chance to prove its
mettle. Pakistani fighter jets
launched a surprise attack on
our 11 Air Force bases like
Ambala, Pathankot, Amritsar,
Agra, Awantipur, Halwara on
the evening of 3rd December
and ignited the third Indo-Pak
war. Our army immediately
swung into action to give a
swift and jaw-dropping reply
to the enemy. This time,
fortunately, the navy got a
free rein, so on the night of
December 4, the missile boats
of the navy set out to settle
old scores with the enemy
under the mission called
'Operation Trident'. In the war
of 1965, Pakistani warships
had penetrated to Dwarka,
now in 1971, our missile boats
had to enter the enemy's
house and beat them. The
target was Pakistan's Karachi
port!““On the night of
December 4, 1971, 'Operation
Trident' was launched in the
Arabian Sea. A total of 6 ships
headed by Commander Babru
Bhan Yadav proceeded
towards Karachi and started
firing Russian-made 'Stix'
missiles towards Karachi
harbor late on the night of 4th
December. The attack was so

intense that the enemy had
neither time nor intelligence
to resist. The arrows in the
form of 'sticks' by the Indian
archers may have been fired
in the dark, but they reached
the intended target! Three of
the enemy's ships were sunk
in the water. The fourth vessel
was so badly damaged that it
had to be scrapped. Two fuel
depots supplying fuel to
warships caught fire.““Six of
our ships returned after
sacking Karachi and writing a
golden chapter in the history
of the Indian Navy. The
success of 'Operation Trident'
made the fourth day of
December memorable as
Indian Navy Day. However, our
Navy was yet to play one more
karate match that Pakistan
would remember. The target
is back to the same: Karachi!
Now begins the heroic saga of
that mission called 'Operation
Python' which has been more
or less forgotten by the
blazing success of 'Operation
Trident'.““After the first attack
on Karachi on 4 December,
Vice-Admiral Surendra Nath
Kohli, Commander of the
Western Wing of the Indian
Navy, planned a second
storming of Karachi. This time
a deeper cut was to be made.
During the 1971 war, West
Pakistan had no strategic port
other than Karachi. All the
warships of the Pakistan Navy
were anchored there and the
cargo ships through which the
import-export trade was
conducted also used to come
and go in Karachi. To ensure
a smooth supply of fuel to all
of them, Pakistan maintains a
huge stockpile of fuel at
Kimari near the port of
Karachi. During 'Operation
Trident', two huge fuel tanks
in Karachi port were burnt.
But as if that fire was not
enough to put off the heavy

fire of the Indian Navy, now it
was time to blow up the fuel
stores at Kimari and destroy
Karachi. Hence the main target
of 'Operation Python' was
Kimari. Even one or two
warships of the enemy at
hand! In this, the main target
was the Pak Navy tanker
named 'Dhaka' which was re-
fueling the Pakistani ships in
the Arabian Sea. The ship was
drifting somewhere in the
open sea. So he returned to
Karachi and spent two-three
days in his custody. On the 7th
of December, our Intelligence
Account received news that
'Dhaka' had already arrived at
Bara, Manora Island,
Karachi.““The time finally
arrived to launch 'Operation
Python'. Missile boat 'Vinash'
and destroyers 'Talwar' and
'Trishul' under the command
of Lt-Commander Vijay Jerath
left for Karachi on the night of
8th December. The main role
of Pardhi was to play the
'Vinashe' of Lt-Commander
Vijay Jarath, for which he was
armed with Russian 'Sticks'
type arrows. Counting the
number of missiles as four, it
is not possible for one of them
to be empty. December 8,
1971. It was 10 pm local time
of Pakistan. The Indian Navy's
destroyer trio ('Vinash',
'Talwar' and 'Trishul') was
speeding towards Karachi
harbor when a sudden green
dot appeared on the radar dial
of 'Talwar'. It was
approaching at a good speed.
This implies that one of the
enemy ships has attended the
Indian fleet. Soon the captain
of the 'Sword' saw a black
figure gliding on the sea,
which was a Pakistani patrol
boat. Without missing a beat,
the captain opened fire on the
cannon, raining four-and-a-
half-inch rounds.““As soon as
the captain ordered 'Fire!', a

number of artillery shells were
fired. There were gaps in the
iron hull of the Pak patrol boat.
A fire broke out on the boat
and chaos ensued.
Meanwhile, the gunners of
'Talwar' fired 40 mm guns and
destroyed the enemy ship's
radar and radio tower. The
wrecked Pak patrol boat
eventually reached the bottom
of the Arabian Sea, but before
it was buried in a sea grave,
the wreckage it laid had
knocked out the Karachi port
system. The port's radars
steadily bore down on the
fleet. In short, the secret
mission is no longer
secret.““So what happened? If
the veil of secrecy has been
lifted, then why not start the
fight-to-the-finish game of
'Operation Python'? Captain
Lt-Commander Vijay Jerath of
'Vinash' fired four 'Stix'
missiles simultaneously. Each
'Sticks' carrying four and a half
kilograms of gunpowder
moved towards Karachi, a
saffron-yellow glow in the
black sky. The first missile hit
Barra on Manora Island where
the British cargo ship
Harmaton was anchored. A
devastating explosion

destroyed its hull. Another
'Stix' sank the cargo ship
'Gulfstar' in the Central
American country of Panama.
Pak Navy Tanker 'Dhaka'
standing between the two
foreign ships which became
the coconut of India-Pak War,
Bal Bal survived, but only for
a few seconds! The third
missile fired from the deck of
'Vinash' hit 'Dhaka' and there
was a loud explosion. A
terrible fire broke out on the
deck, the flames of which
made the heroes of 'Operation
Python' cringe, a few seconds
later.““The fourth and last
'Stix' crossed the Karachi port
to reach Kimari where
Pakistan kept a large stockpile
of fuel. As soon as the missile's
munitions ignited that vast
stockpile, there was a huge
explosion of hundreds of
bombs exploding at once. The
streets of Karachi boomed and
the sky was fi l led with
thunderous thunders. Lt-
Commander Vijay Jarath
came to the bridge deck of
'Vinaash' to enjoy the sight of
saffron-yellow flames lighting
up the dark night and said, 'I
have never seen such a
magnificent Diwali ti l l

today.'““Karachi also saw
'Diwali' on that night of
December 8,  but  the
difference was that it had an
element of horror.““After
making 'Operation Python' a
success, Lt-Commander
Vijay Jerath and company
returned home. Meanwhile,
one fuel depot after another
in Kimari continued to burn
with f lames and smoke
throughout the n ight .
Several buildings of Karachi
port were destroyed in the
fire. Oil carrier 'Dhaka' did
not exist. The Pak Navy had
to scuttle it at Gaya. It is true
that the karate stunt called
'Operat ion Python'  has
plunged Pakistan into a pit
of  3 b i l l ion do l lars  in
damages,  and a lso
destroyed the morale of its
navy. After the above two
rounds were struck, the Pak
Naval Commander put the
Navy in a state of
hibernation for several days
to prevent further
damage.““This was the
response of the Indian Navy
to Pakistan's attack on
Dwarka in 1965! The enemy
has not forgotten him. Will
not be able to forget.

What is the right age to give
smartphones to children?

Children should not get
addicted to smartphones' -
Two-four parents used to
discuss the topic while sitting
on Sunday.““To prevent the
child from disturbing the
discussion, the father started
him watching cartoon videos
on YouTube.““The mother set
the child in the corner of the
sofa with the mobile phone
and said: 'It won't matter now,
they will play!'““Almost
everywhere around us today
is a scenario like this fantasy.
Despite understanding that
digital devices including
smartphones have serious
effects on children's physical
and mental health, parents
cannot keep their children
away from smartphones.
Many times, bowing down to
the child's stubbornness and
holding the mobile in his hand,
many times he entrusts the
mobile to the child for his own
convenience.““'In the world,
90 out of 100 parents admit
that the use of smartphones
is dangerous for children, but
70 out of 100 parents do not
prevent their children from
using smartphones' - this
conclusion of an online survey
in Australia is not surprising
at all. In a survey of 2,500
parents, 56 percent admitted
that they had a role in getting
their child addicted to mobile

phones. However, by the time
they realize this, children get
used to smartphones.““From
2013 to 2020, mobile usage
has increased by 250 percent.
It has a direct impact on
children. Since there is more
than one smartphone in the
house, the possibility of
children getting access to
mobile phones has also
increased by 125 percent in
this period. Parents get mobile
help to stop the child from
misbehaving or crying before
he/she understands. Parents
start giving mobiles to their
children in order to introduce
them to the new mobile. The
mobile stops to keep the child
sitting in one place while
eating. When going with
friends or family to a
restaurant or for a walk, the
child is kept busy with the
mobile so that he does not
have to run behind. It is not
possible to think about how it
affects the child's mind.
Parents do not want harm to
the child. They have such a
logic that there will be no big
impact in a few minutes. But
that short period starts
coming again and again.““An
American survey found that
children between the ages of
8 and 12 spent 4 hours and
44 minutes on mobile phones.
After the corona period, this

period has increased to 5
hours and 37 minutes.
Children between the ages of
12 and 18 spend 7 hours and
22 minutes on screen. It also
includes spending an hour and
a half on a tab or laptop for
school homework. This trend
is going on in developed and
developing countries around
the world. 54 percent of
children up to three years have
recorded online activity. 68
percent of children up to five
years living in cities start using
computers and their screen
time increases in sum.““In this
situation, the question is, what
is the right time to hold a
mobile phone in the child's
hand? At what age does
introducing a child to devices
including smartphones have
positive effects instead of side
effects? Until what age is it
necessary to keep mobile
away from children?““Various
findings have been presented
at the end of multiple
researches, discussions. In
America, the average nine-
year-old child owns a mobile
phone, while in Britain, 11-
year-olds become mobile
phone owners. A survey
conducted in 19 European
countries found that 80
percent of European children
get their own mobile phone by
the age of 16 at the latest. At
the age of 12 to 15, these
children have their own social
media accounts. According to
Professor Candice Odger,
Head of the Department of
Psychology at the University of
California, 90 percent of
children living in cities around
the world are given a
smartphone-tab or laptop at
the age of 9 to 10 years.
Odgar believes that it is too
early to give children
smartphone-laptops at that
age. Actually mobile should be
given at the age of 13 to 15
years. If a child gets a mobile

phone at that age, he can use
it in study or to see and
understand new things. Odgar
has also done extensive work
on the long-term mental
health effects of mobile use on
children from birth to eight
years of age.““UNICEF made
a report on this. The report,
titled Safer Internet for the
Whole Family, sought the
opinion of techno-experts,
psychologists, paediatricians.
It was said that the age of
giving mobile phones to
children should be 14 to 15
years. Before that, full parental
control should give access as
needed for homework or
school projects. It should be
understood that the screen
time should not exceed four
hours.““After Corona, when
online education of children
started, schools increased the
screen time of children. Many
parents complain: During the
Corona period, children got
used to smartphones due to
the online education of the
school. Now despite their
efforts, the children do not give
up the habit. This complaint
is not wrong either. As
education was not possible by
going to school, online classes
started all over the world, due
to which children got open
permission to use mobile-
tabs.““Experts say that the
right time to give a device,
including a smartphone, to a
child is 13 to 15 years, while
experts also opine that
allowing it to be used as much
as 8-10 years is beneficial. It's
not just that smartphones are
dangerous for children. If used
properly, this smartphone-tab-
laptop can play a key role in
their knowledge, overall
development. Many cases of
it keep coming up. It has
happened that some children
have progressed by learning
something new through
YouTube videos or other apps,

websites.““Experts from all
over the world agree that
children's screen time up to
five years is very little and
spending that time with toys
is so beneficial in the long run.
It is necessary to see that
children do not get used to
smartphones for five years.
After that educational apps or
videos should be introduced
gradually by fixing the time.
From five to 10 years, children
should be given sufficient
access by using smartphone
smart systems and apps.
Experts recommend
monitoring what they watch,
how long they watch it and
what games they play.““By the
time a child reaches seven to
ten years of age, many
parents begin to believe that
if the child is not introduced
to the digital world, he or she
will fall behind other children.
But that assumption is not
entirely true. If the child is
completely ignorant of the
world of laptop-smartphone-
tab, it is reasonable to worry
that he will be left behind, but
if he knows how to use it as
needed, the possibil ity
remains open that the child
can learn more in the years
to come.““Well, the fact that
smartphones can be a boon
for children if used in a positive
manner and with moderation,
otherwise a curse cannot be
overstated. A child spending
less time with parents and
more time with mobile has a
serious impact on him. A
child's bonding with parents is
not strong from the beginning.
Usually, the baby stops crying
as soon as it reaches the arms
of the mother or father. The
location of the parents is found
in the mobile. After
researching children up to two
years of age, the researchers
of the National Health Center
of America presented the
conclusion.


