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Tradition and formality: On
politics and constitutional reforms

Two contrasting issues
concerning the legislature in
two States appear to sum up
the potential for political
controversy when elected
governments and Governors
do not see eye to eye. In the
West Bengal Assembly, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee and
legislators of her party had to
virtually plead with Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar to start
reading his customary
address amidst a prolonged
uproar by the Opposition BJP
MLAs. Mr. Dhankhar appeared
ready to give in to the
protesters, but was ultimately
persuaded into reading the
first and last l ines. In
Telangana, on the other hand,
the K. Chandrasekhar Rao
government seems to have
decided not to have Governor
Tamilisai Soundararajan
address the legislature before
it presented this year’s
Budget. Instead, it is treating
the current meeting of the
legislature as a continuation of
the last session. That the
session, which last met some
months ago, was not
prorogued, has given scope
for the government to contend
that it is just a further
meeting, and it is not
necessary for the Governor to
open it with an address. The
ceremonial address is usually
delivered in the first session
of every year. Dr.
Soundararajan has issued a
rare statement to argue that
the government’s position was
technical, and it would not be
proper to commence the
Budget session without her
address. The episode appears
to arise from points of conflict
between the government

secretariat and Raj Bhavan, as
the ruling TRS seems
aggrieved that the Governor
deviated from the text of her
address last year and on
some other issues too.

The Governor’s address
is a constitutional formality,
albeit a significant one, as it
is essentially a statement of
policy of the regime of the day.
That the formal occasion is
mired in political wrangling is
a sign of institutional decay
and unwarranted politicisation
of constitutional norms. That
Ms. Banerjee saw the
incidents in the Assembly,
which almost resulted in the
abandonment of the
Governor’s address, as “an
attempt to create a
constitutional crisis” shows
that leaders sti l l attach
constitutional significance to
the tradition. It wil l be
desirable if the same
recognition is seen in
Telangana too.

After all, if not now, the
next session will have to open
with the Governor’s address.
It is true that there are sound
arguments that question the
need and the relevance of the
office of Governor, or support
the view that some incumbents
are politically partisan.

There may even be a
case for doing away with the
formality, or even arguing that
the policy statement is better
read out by the elected Chief
Minister. However, as long
as the current system is
in vogue, there is a case
for abiding by the norms.
Politics notwithstanding, it is
only in such formality that
civility in public discourse is
expressed.

Throwing light on
governance failure in Noida

Uttar Pradesh is often in
the news, even when there
are no elections. It is a large
state, with a large population.
It has a large economy and
India’s growth and
development trajectory are
dependent on what happens
to UP. UP’s districts are
heterogeneous and a shade
over 10 per cent of UP’s GSDP
(gross state domestic
product) originates from the
Gautam Buddha Nagar district,
which includes Noida, Greater
Noida, Dadri, Jewar and
Dankaur.

UP is a state with
extremes, understandable for
a large state. At one end,
there are districts like Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Lucknow, Agra
and Prayagraj. At the other
end, there are districts like
Chitrakoot, Mahoba, Shravasti
and Balrampur. However,
visibility-wise (depending
certainly on who is viewing),
Noida gets some extra
prominence, and now, so does
Greater Noida. The New Okhla
Industrial Development
Authority is a “planned city”,
as is Greater Noida, the
extension. Noida was set up
on April 17, 1976 and April 17
is “Noida Day”. Section 3 of the
Uttar Pradesh Industrial Area
Development Act 1976
provided for the notification of
a Noida Authority and the
1976 legislation was “for the
constitution of an Authority for
the development of certain
areas in the State into
industrial and urban
township”. Noida has won
several awards. But there is
one aspect on which Noida has
won no awards. I am referring
to the CAG’s Performance
Audit Report on “Land
Acquisition and Allotment of
Properties in NOIDA” in Uttar
Pradesh. This is Report No. 6
of 2021, tabled on December
17, 2021. “This report of the
Comptroller and Auditor
General of India (CAG)
contains significant
observations arising out of
‘Performance Audit of Land
Acquisition and Allotment of
Properties in New Okhla
Industrial Development
Authority (NOIDA)’ during the
period 2005-06 to 2017-18 of

the Government of Uttar
Pradesh (GoUP). The report
emanates from the scrutiny of
files and documents pertaining
to NOIDA and collection of
data from other government
departments and agencies viz.
Registrar of Companies
(RoC), Uttar Pradesh Real
Estate Regulatory Authority
(UPRERA), Paschimanchal
Vidyut Vitran Nigam Limited
(PVVNL) etc., and its cross
verification with the data of
NOIDA. In July 2017 ,GoUP
entrusted the audit of NOIDA,
and three other Industrial
Development Authorities
(IDAs) to the CAG.” This is the
first report of the kind and the
objective sounds reasonable.
In the interests of
transparency and
accountability, there should be
many more of the kind. But
the Noida report belies such
hopes. To quote again, “The
audit of ‘Land Acquisition and
Allotment of Properties in
NOIDA’ has raised serious
questions of propriety and
pointed to governance failure
at every level. In the course
of acquisition of land, the
rights of farmers were side-
stepped through misuse of
statutory provisions. The
allotment of properties was
replete with instances of lack
of due dil igence,
contravention of rules and
orders, misrepresentation and
wilful concealment of facts. In
numerous cases, allotment
has been made to entities who
did not meet the essential
criteria laid down in the
brochures resulting in
allotment to entities without
financial capacity for executing
such projects. This has caused
severe distress to home
buyers on account of
incomplete projects and a
huge amount of outstandings
remaining overdue to NOIDA.
The milieu created by NOIDA
and in several instances
endorsed by the Board with
respect to selective changes
in brochure conditions, under-
pricing of certain categories of
plots and allotment in
categories at lower rates
along with reduction of
allotment money, mortgage,
sub-division, permission to

exit and transfer clearly
suggest that officials in NOIDA
had acted in clear breach of
public trust and in complete
disregard to the interest of
NOIDA and the home buyers.
The creation of third-party
rights in the allotted properties
has put the interests of
stakeholders in further peril.
In spite of the clear evidence
of breaches, the Authority
failed to act against builders/
allottees and take. At one end,
there are districts like Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Lucknow, Agra
and Prayagraj. At the other
end, there are districts like
Chitrakoot, Mahoba, Shravasti
and Balrampur. However,
visibility-wise (depending
certainly on who is viewing),
Noida gets some extra
prominence, and now, so does
Greater Noida.  I am referring
to the CAG’s Performance
Audit Report on “Land
Acquisition and Allotment of
Properties in NOIDA” in Uttar
Pradesh. This is Report No. 6
of 2021, tabled on December
17, 2021. “ The New Okhla
Industrial Development
Authority is a “planned city”,
as is Greater Noida, the
extension. Noida was set up
on April 17, 1976 and April 17
is “Noida Day”. Section 3 of the
Uttar Pradesh Industrial Area
Development Act 1976
provided for the notification of
a Noida Authority and the
1976 legislation was “for the
constitution of an Authority for
the development of certain
areas in the State into
industrial and urban
township”.

Vacuum Bomb: Second Scariest 'Weapon of War' After Nuclear Weapons
There is a war going on

between Ukraine and Russia.
A war is never fought only over
the borders of two countries
or between the armies of two
countries. A common citizen
also has to suffer a lot due to
war. Missiles and weapons
used in war do not carry any
sophisticated sensors that
distinguish between civilians
and military personnel. As a
result, military personnel as
well as civilians are often
killed or injured. Countries that
are superpowers of the world
have developed some
weapons, which can cause
more damage to the common
man. The UN has called for
such weapons not to be used
in civilian areas. However, at
this stage it appears that
Russia is also using such
weapons on Ukraine. Russia
has alerted a wing of the
Russian military that has
nuclear weapons. Which
psychologically means that
Russia is ready to fight a war
here or there. Before using
nuclear weapons, some
sources say Russia used
devastating vacuum bombs.
Some of the war footage
shows that Russia has also
used cluster bombs during the
attack. There is an unwritten
rule by the UN that vacuum
bombs and cluster bombs
should not be used in war on
civilian areas. It can also be
called voluntary restriction.
Why is the vacuum bomb
considered to be the second
most feared bomb, after the
atomic bomb? Conventional
bombs use fuel and oxidizer.
It contains 25% fuel and 75%
oxidizer. Unlike conventional
bombs, vacuum bombs do not

use an oxidizer. 100% fuel is
used in it. Oxygen is required
when the fuel combustion
process begins at the time of
explosion. The technical name
for vacuum bombs is
thermobaric weapons. This
type of bomb is also called
aerosol bomb or fuel air
explosive bomb. A
thermobaric bomb is
detonated by two fuses. A
vacuum bomb is designed in
such a way that, when the
bomb is dropped on a target,
the first fuse detonates as it
approaches the target. An
explosion occurs. Due to this,
the fuel used in the bomb is
spread in the atmosphere
through a microscopic
aerosol, as if sprayed over a
large area. Bombs mainly
contain carbon-based fuel. As
soon as the bomb is first
detonated, a cloud of aerosol
is formed. Then, as the
second charge detonates, the
aerosol cloud ignites, causing
another massive explosion.
Which turns into a giant
fireball. Due to the chemical
process that takes place at
this time, the oxygen in the
atmosphere is used in the
combustion process of the

fuel. Due to which a vacuum
is created in the atmosphere.
In English it is called vacuum.
Based on which, the bomb got
the name 'Vacuum Bomb'. Due
to the shockwaves and
vacuum created by the
explosion, the devastation is
massive. A 'vacuum bomb'
detonation takes longer than
a normal bomb detonation.
The giant vacuum bomb is also
known as 'father of all bombs'
or 'mother of all bombs'. The
word thermobaric comes
from the Greek word thermo,
meaning heat, and barros,
meaning pressure. The
origins of thermobaric
weapons can be traced back
to the German Army of World
War II. Germany first
experimented with vacuum
bombs by the German
Luftwaffe and the Wehrmacht
during World War II. Its
inventor was Austrian
physicist Mario Zippermayer.
Recently, Ukraine's American-
based ambassador Oksana
Markarova said that 'Russia is
using vacuum bombs in the
invasion of Ukraine. However,
this is not officially supported.
If we examine the effect of
vacuum bomb on the human

body, the pressure waves of
the explosion released from
the epicenter of the bomb
explosion cause initial injuries
to the human body.““Due to
which the respiratory system
gets more damaged. Life can
be saved by giving 'oxygen
therapy' to the patient at the
scene. Additional treatment
can then be given at the
medical center. After the
respiratory system, due to the
stress waves generated by
the explosion, cells of the
lungs, heart, eardrum, eye
and spleen are damaged.
During an explosion, the most
damage is done to the human
nervous system. The blast
waves destroy the nervous
system. When the lack of
oxygen has a fatal effect on
the neurons in the brain. The
explosion of a vacuum bomb
is so dangerous that a person
living in the area of the AP
center where the explosion
occurred will die within
seconds. His body evaporates
and disappears. Germany used
the 15 cm barrel Nebelwerfer
rocket launcher on the Eastern
Front in World War II. The first
five loading rocket shells of the
launcher used propane gas.

Propane gas was released
into the atmosphere when the
rocket cell hit the ground. In
the sixth round, an explosive-
filled rocket cell that ignites the
air was fired onto the target.
Thus World War II gifted the
world with the vacuum bomb.
The forgotten scientific
principles of the vacuum bomb
were used in the 1960s to
develop modern bombs. In the
1960s, the United States first
used the CBU-55 vacuum
bomb system in the Vietnam
War. After that, America did
'Operation Desert Storm'

against Iraq. In 1983, the
Spanish Ministry of Defense
initiated a program of military
research, in collaboration
between Explosives Alaveses
and Explosives Rio Tinto, with
the goal of developing a Spanish
version of the thermobaric
bomb, BEAC (Bomb Explosiva
de Air-Combustible). India has
developed 120 mm
thermobaric rounds that can be
dropped by battle tanks. which
can be used to increase
effectiveness against enemy
bunkers and light armored
vehicles.
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BSL Ltd commissions Cotton
Spinning Unit in Bhilwara

Ahmedabad, BSL Limited,
a legacy brand in the textile
and suiting industries, has
recently launched its first
Cotton Spinning Unit in
Bhilwara, Rajasthan, India.
This addition is expected to
augment the company's
revenue by INR250 crores in
the forthcoming fiscal year.
The new unit will have a
capacity of 30,000 spindles,
enabling the production of 700
tonnes of cotton yarn per

month.  Commenting on the
expansion, Managing Director,
Mr Nivedan Churiwal says,
"India has one of the fastest-
growing cotton spinning
businesses in the entire world,
and there is an extensive
market for cotton yarn and
other cotton based products in
the country and abroad. This
is due to various factors like
the recent China One Plus
Policy, strong demand from
the Indian and international
markets, an abundant supply
of raw materials and
production of high-quality
goods by Indian
manufacturers. We at BSL Ltd.
are confident that our goals will
be met with the help of
multiple initiatives such as the
newly established cotton
spinning facil ity, other
expansion plans, and with our
diverse portfolio." (19-10)

Zayn Ibad Khan and Khushi
Dubey shoot a dance sequence

Ahmedabad, Less than a
year ago, the company
decided to venture into
manufacturing of
100% cotton yarns
and in record time it
has set up a cotton
yarn spinning facility.
BSL Ltd will offer
different counts
ranging from 1/20,
1/30, 100% cotton
yarn ranging from
Combed yarn,
Carded yarn and
Siro Spun yarn.
These yarns will be
offered for sale commercially,
for both export & domestic
market.

BSLLtd, is one of the few
Indian companies that can
boast of a varied range of
products in its portfolio. Also,
the smart manufacturing

facil ity will create
employment for additional
200 people. It is the exclusive

supplier of
furniture fabrics
from South Asia for
IKEA and their
products are
available in all 450
IKEA stores
globally. The
company also has
two suitingsbrands,
BSL and Geoffrey
Hammonds (GH),
catering to the
mass market and

premium segment
respectively. BSL Ltd. has
expanded its product range
and offerings, particularly for
domestic customers, with a
focus on pure wool and poly
wool fabrics, ethnic wear,
and Jacquards. (19-8)

Need to consider various parameters
while selecting school - Rajesh Bhatia

Ahmedabad, Just a month
away from the new academic
year, parents are anxious
about choosing the most
suitable school for their child
who may be starting her/his
academic journey or
changing schools for
various reasons.
Educationist and
founder of the
TreeHouse chain of
schools, Rajesh
Bhatia observes, "It
is important to
consider various
parameters while
selecting a school for
your child. Take into
consideration your child’s
academic needs and then
choose between The Central
Board of Secondary
Examination (CBSE), The
Indian Certificate of Secondary
Education (ICSE), or The
International General

Certificate of Secondary
Education (IGCSE) curriculum.
Check also if the institution is
inclusive and  encourages
diverse learning capacities
and uniqueness."

He also advises
parents to find out if
the school has
p r o p e r
infrastructure like
well-l it spacious
classrooms with
ergonomic furniture,
a u d i o - v i s u a l
t e a c h i n g
accessories, clean
toilets, a well-
equipped library,

capacious playgrounds that
facilitate different sports
activities and well-maintained
labs. As technology is
advancing, Bhatia also
suggests that parents check if
the school has appropriate
digital resources. (19-10)

MAS Financial Services Appoints
Corporate Advisory Committee

Ahmedabad: MAS
Financial Services Limited
(MAS Financial) (BSE:
540749, NSE: MASFIN),
specialized in MSME financing,
is pleased to announce the
formation of Corporate
Advisory Committee for the
year- 2023-2024. The
committee will provide
strategic inputs and counsel to
the company's board of
directors and also to the
executive leadership team on
key business initiatives and
growth opportunities. The
distinguished members of the
advisory committee are: 1. Dr.
Rajiv Kumar - Former Vice

Chairman of NITI Aayog –
Government of India’s apex
think tank, with the rank of a
cabinet minister. He is the
Founding Director & current
Chairman of Pahle India
Foundation – a public policy
think tank. He also served as
an independent director on
the Central Boards of the
Reserve Bank of India and
the State Bank of India. 2.
Mr. TT Srinivasaraghavan -
Chairman Emeritus of FIDC
& Retired MD of Sundaram
Finance Ltd. He has over 40
years of experience in the
banking and financial
services sector and has been
associated with leading trade
related organisations. He
has been involved with
various Committees
constituted by the RBI on
NBFC related matters,
including the recently
constituted Group of
Advisors to Regulations
Review Authority.

GIIS Ahmedabad organized
Environment Awareness Week

Ahmedabad: On the
occasion of Earth Day, GIIS
Ahmedabad has organized
Environment Awareness
Week from 17th to 21st April
2023. Different themes
presented in school,
motivated students to engage
in environmentally-conscious
practices. The motive was to
inculcate students with values
of conservation, respecting
nature, being mindful of
disposing the waste, and
encouraging them to reduce,
reuse and recycle.

To creating awareness
about the hazardous effects
caused due to the wastage of

paper, the theme planned for
GMP segment was 'Zero
Wastage of Paper' where
teachers has conducted
various activities like - Virtual
trip to paper factory and
Nature walk, waste paper
collection drive and process of
making handmade paper. The
young ones learnt new skills
and also presented Digital art
with the theme of 'Go Digital'
which was a delightful
experience for them. A special
assembly for tiny tots was
organized on the same theme
where they were taught the
awareness about conserving
natural resources. (1-7)

'Campa' to be available on
the udaan platform

Ahmedabad, Reliance
Consumer Products Limited
(RCPL's) , today announced a
pan-India distribution
partnership to make available
the iconic beverage brand, the
'Campa' range, on  udaan,
India's largest eB2B platform for
retailers and small kirana
stores. Initially, RCPL's range of
Campa beverages will be
available to over 50,000
retailers/ kirana stores. This
distribution coverage will
gradually expand to over 1 lakh
retailers/ kirana stores in the
next two months. The three

new Campa flavours - Cola,
Orange, and Clear Lime -
launched on the udaan platform
will be available under various
consumption ranges and price
points, including a 200 ml pack
for immediate consumption, 500
ml on-the-go sharing packs,
and 2,000 ml family packs for
in-home  consumption.  To
create awareness about the
availability of the Campa range
on the platform, udaan will
work on various retailer
promotions to drive expansion
and increase the buyer base on
the platform. udaan recently
launched its rural initiative,
'Project Vistaar', which is aimed
at expanding and growing the
Fast-Moving Consumer Goods
(FMCG) and Food category by
tapping into the huge
opportunity offered by Bharat.
As part of the project, udaan is
servicing every rural market up
to a population of 3000. The
project is currently being
implemented in rural Uttar
Pradesh and has already scaled
to over 15,000+ retailers
across ten districts.  (20-4)

MX PLAYER ACQUIRES 200+
HOURS OF THAI DRAMA SERIES

Ahmedabad, In a
significant step towards
enriching its international
content offerings, MX Player -
India’s #1 OTT platform
(source: data.ai), has inked a
strategic multi-territory and
multi-title deal with BEC World
Public Company Limited
(BEC), a world-class media
company leading the industry
in producing and distributing
Thai-language content for
over 53 years. It. This marks
BEC’s first multi-territory and
multi titles deal with MX
Player in India and extends to
the territories of Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal,

Pakistan, and Sri Lanka
consisting of 200+ hours of
Thai Drama Series.

This partnership marks
MX Player introducing Thai
content to its audiences. It
will dub 200+ hours of Thai
Drama Series in Hindi for its
successful content category
- MX VDesi. The titles are
“Accidental Love,” “Dare to
Love,” “World of Himmapan,”
“The Blaze of Naga,” “Love
Destiny,” and “Nakee.” With
its vast library of Korean and
Chinese dramas on MX
VDesi, MX Player has
attracted a substantial
consumer base for
international content. The
addition of Thai dramas
further strengthens its
commitment to presenting
audiences with a diverse
selection of world-class
content and catering to the
diverse preferences of its
viewers. (19-8)

GM Crop Adoption in
Developing Countries
Ahmedabad, The

adoption of genetically
modified crops by farmers
worldwide has seen an
upswing in the past two
decades. The total global
land area under GM crops
has crossed 190 million

hectares. Major share of area
under GM crops is in developing
countries. This gives us a
glimpse into the positive
changes GM crops have
brought for smaller economies
that may not always have
access to advanced farm
facilities and mechanization.
The developing nations are
home to 83% of the global
population and face issues like
small-land holdings, minimal
financial support and farming
challenges like pest infestation,
plant diseases, and
susceptibil ity to adverse
climatic conditions. Poor
availability of resources and low
farm output leads to poverty,
and malnutrition in vulnerable
population of developing world.

GM crops have offered an
efficient, affordable, and
sustainable farming alternative
that can improve yield without
increasing input costs.(1-7)

Gujarat govt readies 3,500km
Parikrama Path project

GANDHINAGAR: The
Gujarat government has
prepared a blueprint for a
seamless peripheral road
project running all along its
borders with other states and
its coastline. The 3,533km
project, which will fill in
missing linkages between
national and state highways
along the state's borders, is
expected to cost Rs 2,000
crore. The government
intends to complete the
Parikrama Path project in
about two years.

The project blueprint
breaks up Parikrama Path into
three corridors. The first will
connect eastern belt roads
with the Statue of Unity-
Saputara link road. The second
will extend from the South
Gujarat coastline to
Saurashtra and Kutch. The
third will run along the
international border in Kutch
and cover the North Gujarat
periphery of the state.

According to sources in the
government, 50% of these

stretches of road (national,
state and minor) are already
existing. "The missing
linkages will be added in a
phased manner. We expect
to complete the project in
two years. Once completed,
it will not only boost tourism,
but will also ensure
connectivity with ports and
lead to greater
development," said sources.

"The upgrade will be
carried out considering
future travel demand and
traffic volume on existing
corridors. Parikrama Path
has been planned in a way

that by using existing national
highways and state highways,
and by constructing additional
roads and bridges, a large ring
road will be set up. Under this
scheme, 40% of the distance
involved is national highways,
33% state highways and 27%
is other roads and missing
links," a draft of the project
states.

Officials said Parikrama Path
will be designed to cover
important growth centres and
help boost connectivity and
accessibility. It will touch 79%
of the state's 33 districts and
43% of its 252 talukas.

Now, unlimited net for 311 Ahmedabad schools
AHMEDABAD: The Ahmedabad city district education officer announced that 311 grant-in-

aid secondary schools will be provided unlimited internet access, with each school getting a
grant of Rs 5,000 per year for the connection. Through a circular, the Ahmedabad city DEO
sanctioned these grants for 311 grant-in-aid secondary schools. Schools can choose service
providers on their own.
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Gujarat HC judge recuses herself
from hearing Rahul Gandhi's case

AHMEDABAD: Justice
Gita Gopi of the Gujarat high
court on Wednesday recused
herself from hearing an
application filed by Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi seeking
a stay on conviction recorded
last month by a Surat
magisterial court in
connection with the Modi
surname case. When
Gandhi’s lawyer Champaneri
stood up to address the court
in the post-lunch session,
Justice Gopi said, “Not before
this court.” The judges are not
supposed to give reasons for
their recusal from hearing any
matter. After Justice Gopi’s
recusal from the matter,
Gandhi’s case would be
placed before the Acting Chief
Justice A J Desai, who will
assign it to another bench.

Before the judge
refrained from hearing the
case, advocate Champaneri in
the morning requested her to
permit him to circulate the
case. The state government
objected to this demand for
early registration and
circulation of the matter.

An assistant public
prosecutor, Maithili Mehta,
submitted, “As such I cannot
object to the circulation, but
the learned public prosecutor
will be appearing in this
matter.” Gandhi’s lawyer told
the court that the state
government is merely a
formal party because the
matter is an outcome of a
private complaint. The
government lawyer asserted,
“But we have serious
objection in this matter.”

Justice Gopi brushed
aside the state government’s
objection to early hearing to
Gandhi’s application, and the
case was placed before the
judge in the post-lunch

session only to witness the
recusal. Gandhi has
approached the high court
after a sessions court in
Surat rejected his request on
April 20 to stay the conviction.
The stay on conviction may
reinstate Gandhi into the Lok
Sabha, as his membership of
the Parl iament as
representative from Wayanad
constituency in Kerala was
suspended immediately after
the magisterial court
convicted him to two years in
jail in the defamation case
last month. BJP leader and
former Gujarat minister,
Purnesh Modi, had filed a
criminal defamation case in
Surat against Rahul Gandhi
taking exception to the
comment that he reportedly
made during a rally at Kollar
in Karnataka in April 2011.
Gandhi reportedly took a dig
at Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, and after calling names
of Nirav Modi and Lalit Modi,
he reportedly said, “How
come all the thieves have
Modi as the common
surname?” The complainant
alleged that this was an insult
to the entire Modi community.

Lockdown in India, yet 21,000 Indians
caught crossing US borders in 2020

Ahmedabad: As the
world grappled with the
Covid-19 pandemic, India
enforced a nationwide
lockdown to curb the spread
of the deadly virus.

While movement was
restricted, one thing that
seemed to slip under the
radar was a large number of
Indians attempting to cross
the US border illegally.

Despite the restrictions,
the US Customs and Border
Police (USCBP) reported
apprehending an average of
nearly 2,000 people per
month in 2020.

The figures show that
during the lockdown between
March and May, the USCBP
caught 1,937 people in
March, 1,767 in April, and
2,200 in May at both the south
and north borders of the US.

Throughout the year,
thousands of Indians chose to
risk their lives and attempted
illegal entry into the US
border during a global health
crisis.

The numbers ranged
from 1,302 in July, the lowest,
to 2,611 in December 2020,
the highest. As many as
21,104 were caught trying to
smuggle themselves across
the border in 2020 - a year
when thousands of migrant
labourers in the country

struggled to return to their
native places, with many
dying due to stalled public
transportation.

India had banned
scheduled flights in March
2020 in the wake of the
coronavirus pandemic.

A few overseas flights
were operated under
bi lateral  a ir  bubble
agreements with 37
countr ies. Scheduled
international flight services

resumed only two years
later, in March 2022.

Yet, in 2021, which saw
the deadliest Covid wave in
the country, the number of
i l legal immigrants was
higher than in 2020.

In January 2021, 2,300
people were caught crossing
the US border illegally. By
December 2021, the figure
rose to 4,486, with 34,630
people caught at the US
border the entire year.

Sources privy to the
development said most of
these people were believed
to be from Gujarat or Punjab.

Sources added that
while some people caught
during the lockdown in the US
may have flown out of India
before March, it is still a
mystery how the US agencies
continued to apprehend
illegal Indian immigrants
throughout the period India
closed its borders.

'Rectify forms for RTE seats
by April 27' in Gujarat

AHMEDABAD: The state
director of primary education
on Tuesday announced that
the parents of children whose
admission applications have
been rejected can make
corrections in their forms till
April 27. The department has
received 98,501 applications
for admission in Class 1 in
private schools under the
Right to Education Act 2009.

Sources said that the
department has approved
65,025 of these applications
and rejected 14,483 for lack
of documents or filing wrong
documents. Parents of

children will be able to make
corrections in their rejected
applications by April 27.

The registrations for
admissions began from April
10 and the last date for
registration was April 22.

Under the RTE Act,
private primary schools must
admit students from financially
weaker families on 25% of
their total available seats. The
state government will admit
83,326 students in private
schools in the academic year
2023-24. These seats are
from 9,855 schools across the
state.

Two Class 9 girls raped, one of them
is 7 months pregnant in Rajkot

RAJKOT: Two gir ls
studying in Class 9 were
allegedly raped by people
known to them in separate

complaints registered with
the city police in 24 hours
ending Tuesday. A 15-year-
girl studying was allegedly
raped by her boyfriend who
b lackma i l ed  he r
threatening to make her
photographs viral on social
media. According to the
complaint lodged with the
A-division police station,
the girl had befriended the
boy  a f te r  she  was
introduced to him by her
friend. She used to hang
out with him frequently. In

June 2022, the accused
took  her  on  h i s  two-
wheeler, saying they were
going to an amusement
park. However, he took her
to a room and raped her.
The accused also recorded
some of her objectionable
pictures. Thereafter, the
girl broke the relationship
w i th  h im but  he  kep t
stalking her. Whenever she
went out, he followed her
and threatened to make
the photographs viral if she
d id  no t  con t inue  the
relationship.

He also allegedly tried
to rape her on April 13

seeing her at an isolated
spot .  The g i r l  was
traumatized by the sexual
assau l t  and revea led
everything to her mother
who found her behaviour
cur ious. The A-div is ion
police booked the accused
under IPC sections 363 and
376 (3)  based on the

Dummy racket in Gujarat: Five more
including govt employee arrested

Quack gets
exposed during
alimony case in

Ahmedabad
AHMEDABAD: A man who

opposed his wife's plea,
seeking an increase in alimony
amount from Rs 5,000 to Rs
10,000, ended up exposing
himself as a quack in the
Gujarat high court and is on the
run. Khadia police on Monday
filed a complaint against
Palkesh Gajjar, 39, who ran
three clinics in Isanpur,
Ghodasar and Raipur areas of
the city, under IPC Section 336
(endangering life and safety of
others) along with Section 30
of the Gujarat Medical
Practitioner Act (prohibition of
medical practice by persons not
registered).According to the
case details, Gajjar's wife Dipali
Thakkar had, in January 2020,
submitted a plea before the
Gujarat high court, challenging
an order of the family court
which ordered an alimony of Rs
5,000 for the couple's minor
son. She sought to increase the
alimony amount to Rs 10,000
before the high court. During
the hearing on March 17, 2023,
she submitted before the high
court, through her lawyer, that
Gajjar is a doctor and the
amount of Rs 5,000 was a
meagre one for the upbringing
of their minor son.

RAJKOT: The number of arrests in the dummy candidate
racket busted in Bhavnagar swelled to 19 with the special
investigation team (SIT) catching five more people, including
one government employee.

Interrogation of the prime accused led to the arrest of
Hasmukh Bhatt (27), the talati-cum-mantri of Kerala village
of Bhavnagar, Jaydeep Bheda (25), Devang Ramanuj (19),
Yuvrajsinh Parmar (23) and Hiren Kumar Jani (21).

In all, 36 people were booked when the first FIR was
lodged on April 14 and the number has gone up to 44 with
more names being revealed by the arrested accused.

Of the arrested, 10 are in judicial custody, four main
accused are on police remand and the five arrested on Monday
will be produced for custody in the court on Tuesday.
Investigators said Jani had written seven papers for the Class
XII exam in 2022 for a student named Nirmal Boricha and a
maths paper for Nikunj Nimbak in Botad as a dummy
candidate. Jani had himself planned to hire a dummy for the
panchayat exam but police recovered the tampered receipt
in which his photo was edited to the extent of being
unrecognizable. His name was revealed by the mastermind
Sharad Panot, now a suspended school teacher.
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