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Srinagar to host ‘3rd G20 Tourism Working
Group Meeting' from 22nd to 24th May

The ‘Third G20 Tourism
Working Group Meeting', will
be held from 22nd to 24th
May 2023 in Srinagar, Jammu
and Kashmir. This was
informed by Secretary,
Ministry of Tourism, Shri
Arvind Singh while addressing
a press conference at SKICC
Srinagar today.

Giving details, Sh. Arvind
Singh said, the stage is set for
discussions and deliberations
on final deliverables and there
are two key deliverables of the
Tourism Working Group,
which include GOA Roadmap
for Tourism as a vehicle for
achieving sustainable
development goals (SDGs)
and G20 Tourism Ministers’
Declaration. This is the only
working group meeting taking
place in Srinagar as part of
G20 effort with excellent
response from all the member
countries, all the invited
countries and the international
organisations, having the
highest participation
registered compared to the

first two Tourism Working
Group Meetings at Rann of
Kutch and Siliguri. Sh. Arvind
Singh further said, G20
member countries, invited
countries, and international
organizations will give valuable
inputs and feedback on these
two draft documents and after
negotiations with G20
Member Countries on these
drafts, final versions will be
placed in the ‘Fourth Tourism
Working Group Meeting’. Sh.
Singh informed, the ‘3rd
Tourism Working Group
Meeting’ will deliberate on the
five key priority areas namely
Green Tourism, Digitalization,
Skills, MSMEs and Destination
Management. These priorities
are key building blocks for
accelerating the transition of
the tourism sector and achieve
the targets for 2030 SDGs.
Shri Arvind Singh said that a
side event on ‘Film Tourism for
Economic Growth and Cultural
Preservation’ will be organized
on 22nd and 23rd May 2023,
focusing on strategies to

promote film tourism in J&K.
The event will witness the
participation of G20 member
countries, invited countries,
international organizations,
and industry stakeholders. He
also said that a draft ‘National
Strategy on Film Tourism’ will
be unveiled to provide a
roadmap for harnessing the
role of films in promoting
tourist destinations. Sh. Harsh
VardhanShringla, Chief
Coordinator G20 said, that it
is the vision of Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi that the
message of India’s G20
Presidency is taken to the
grassroot level through active
Jan Bhagidari . Shri Shringla

appreciated the efforts of
Jammu and Kashmir
Government to sensitise the
people about goals and
purpose of G20 through
multiple public activities.

Chief Secretary J&K,
Sh. Arun Mehta said, the
change in J&K is evident on
ground with the arrival of
highest number of tourists
(18.8 million) in 2022. 300
new tourist destinations will
come  come up in Jammu and
Kashmir seeing the influx of
tourists with each destination
providing enough to the
tourists, said Sh. Mehta. Sh.
Mehta further said, the influx
of highest number of foreign

tourists to Jammu and
Kashmir is a healthy sign for
tourism in J&K. During the 3rd
Tourism Working Group
meeting, the delegates will
also visit the Art and Craft
Bazaar organized by the State
Government showcasing local
handicrafts, work of artisans,
signifying the importance of

Ahmedabad hottest in
Gujarat at 42.7°C

AHMEDABAD: The
maximum temperature
in the city rose slightly
by 0.7 degrees on
Saturday to register
42.7°C from the 42°C
on Friday. The
maximum temperature

was 0.8 degrees higher than normal. Likewise, the minimum
temperature was 1.9 degrees higher than normal at 29°C.
"No large change in maximum temperatures are very likely
over the region during the next 4-5 days," mentioned India
Meteorological Department (IMD) forecast.  The city has
remained the hottest for the past four days. Apart from
Ahmedabad, weather stations with more than 42°C included Gandhinagar
at 42.5°C and Surendranagar at 42.3°C.
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Punjab Grill Launch its First
Outlet in Ahmedabad

Ahmedabad, Punjab Grill,
a renowned North Indian
cuisine restaurant, continues
its expansion spree with the
opening of its first outlet in
Ahmedabad. With the recent
opening of three outlets in
Bangalore and one in Indore,
Punjab Grill is now making its
mark in Ahmedabad, offering
its authentic and hearty North
Indian dishes. A name that
one associates with the royal
heritage of the state of Sher-
e-Punjab - An endeavor by Lite
Bite Foods, the restaurant
chain has been taking its
guests on a majestic culinary
expedition into the grandeur

of the Royal States of
undivided Punjab since 2008.
Reaching new heights, Punjab
Grill is thrilled to announce its
new outlet opening in
Ahmedabad, Palladium Mall.
Known as the pioneer of
North-Indian cuisine, the food
here is more than just a meal,
titillating its patron's tongue
with authentic flavors.
Standing out in the culinary
world, the restaurant chain is
best known for serving the
scrumptious Dal Makhani and
mouth-watering Butter
Chicken, amongst other
traditional & contemporary
dishes! ((13-9)

Plexconnect attracts global,
national attention

Ahmedabad, With over
550+ global buyers from 70+
countries and 10,000 visitors
expected to be a part of the
country’s first ever export-
oriented plastics exposition,
Plexconnect 2023 to be held
in less than a month in
Mumbai, is all set to break
business records. Leading
processors of the Indian
plastics fraternity have
already confirmed their
participation and many more
are expected to join soon.

Being held by the Plastics
Exports Promotion Council
of India (Plexconcil) under
the aegis of the Union
Commerce Ministry from
June 15-17, 2023 at the
Bombay Exhibition Centre
(NESCO), the event has
evoked an enthusiastic
response, the organisers
said. Presently, 572
International buyers from
across 73 countries have
registered for the Reverse
Buyer Seller Meet at
Plexconnect 2023. In
addition, Trade delegations
from several countries such
as Uzbekistan, Korea, Israel,
Kyrgyzstan, Indonesia, &
Brazil will also interact with
participants in the show that
is slated to attract a global
audience as over80+ Indian
embassies and high
commissions have been
promoting this government-
supported event. (13-9)

Rannvijay Singha on his
character in City Of Dreams S3

Ahmedabad, Hunger for
power, betrayal and ascension
to one throne - the most
influential and powerful
Gaikwad’s are back with the
third season of Hotstar
Specials’ City of Dreams.
Produced by Applause
Entertainment in association
with Kukunoor Movies and
directed by Nagesh Kukunoor.
Starring the versatile actors
Atul Kulkarni, Priya Bapat,
Sachin Pilgaonkar, Sushant
Singh, Eijaz Khan, Rannvijay
Singha and many others in
pivotal roles, the series will
stream 26th May onwards,
only on Disney+ Hotstar. While

the cast of City of dreams has
managed to grip us with their
impeccable performance in
the first two seasons, season
3 will introduce Rannvijay
Singha as Adarsh in a role like
never before. Geared to face
the Gaikwad’s, he is set to
leave the audiences at the
edge of their seats. Opening
up about his character,
Rannvijay Singha said, “This
was a really interesting
character, something that I've
never played before. He is a
well-meaning guy who stays
on his own and in his own
world but he controls the
world outside through the
media and through his wealth.
The research for this was
done by spending a lot of time
with Nagesh Kukunoor,
because when he writes he
has the full research behind
it. So, I asked him many
questions about why my
character would do anything.
Imagine how Elon Musk would
have made a difference in the
world of politics.” (19-8)

Parag Parikh Flexi Cap Fund
completes 10 Years

Ahmedabad, Parag Parikh
Flexi Cap Fund, the flagship
scheme by PPFAS Mutual
Fund completed ten years
today. The scheme was
launched in May 2013, and
since then, the scheme's
overall Assets Under
Management (AUM) have
risen by over 220 times from
Rs. 152.45 crores to
Rs.33615.95 crores on April
28, 2023. The number of folios
has grown from around 800
to around 28 lakh. As per the
latest factsheet (April 2023),
the Scheme has generated a
Compound Annual Growth
Rate (CAGR) of 18.10% since

its inception.Mr. Neil Parag
Parikh, Chairman and CEO,
PPFAS Mutual Fund,
commented on the journey,
"A big thank you to all our
investors, partners and well-
wishers who have trusted
and supported us on this
journey so far. We have
completed a decade of our
Mutual Funds operations
today and I hope there are
decades more to come! The
last 10 years have had a lot of
ups and downs, challenges,
and opportunities, and I
believe we have come out
much stronger and more
resilient for the same. (22-2)

Bajaj Finserv Health collaborates
with Narayana Health

Ahmedabad, Bajaj Finserv
Health, a health-tech company
from the Bajaj Finserv group,
announced its partnership with
Narayana Health, one of
India's leading healthcare
providers, to offer affordable
and comprehensive preventive
health checkup packages with
a mission to avert growing
occurrence of cardiac cases in
India.

Narayana Health's deep
expertise in cardiac care for
over two decades will play a
critical role in scaling this
collaboration. It is a strategic
effort towards providing a

glimmer of hope in
preventive care of the heart
to the masses.

Interestingly it is
estimated that more than
80% of premature heart
attacks can be prevented
and this partnership is a small
step forward in addressing
such health concerns. The
initiative aims at bringing
cost effective preventive care
of the heart to a wider
audience, leveraging
Narayana Health's vast
experience in the field and
Bajaj Finserv Health's vast
network and reach. (1-7)

Modern technology based solutions can
address climate related new farm challenges

Ahmedabad, The
unseasonal rains in Punjab,
Haryana, Rajasthan and
Maharashtra, in the early
months of this year,
accompanied by
thunderstorms and
hailstorms in some places,
have caused huge damage to
agriculture and rural
livelihood. The standing
crops of wheat and maize,
and onion, mustard and other
fruits and vegetables, which
were ready to be harvested,
got washed away in the
untimely rains, causing huge
loss, estimated around
Rs13,000 crores. The country
has been witnessing rising
incidences of heatwaves and
droughts, leading to problem
of water scarcity in coming
months. It is feared that the
unpredictable climate will
affect crop output and quality
and pose challenges for food
and nutritional security.

India apart, a number of
countries across the globe
are experiencing climate
caused challenges, much
faster, earlier and bigger way
than had been predicted.
There are instances of
incessant rains, floods,
cyclones, on one hand and
sever heatwaves and
drought like situations in
others.

India, an agriculture
economy, with 60% plus
population dependent on land
for livelihood, and on rains for
a good harvest, fears wide
exposure to vagaries of

nature and eroding farmers
incomes. Major area being
rainfed, agriculture is still a
gamble in monsoons. The
problem of rain dependent
agriculture and need for
expanding the cultivable land
under assured irrigation of any
type was identified as a critical
concern long back, and steps
and schemes were announced
to fast expand the ratio of
irrigated land to total arable
land. Schemes like AIBP and
PMKSY (Har Khet ko Pani)
implemented by MoWR,RD
&GR focused on faster
completion of ongoing Major
and Medium Irrigation including
National Projects; Creation of
new water sources through
Minor Irrigation (both surface
and ground water); Repair,
restoration and renovation of
water bodies; strengthening
carrying capacity of traditional
water sources, construction
rain water harvesting

structures (Jal
Sanchay);Command area
development, strengthening
and creation of distribution
network from source to the
farm; Improvement in water
management and distribution
system for water bodies ;
Diversion of water from plenty
to nearby water scarce areas,
lift irrigation from water
bodies/rivers at lower
elevation to supplement
requirements ; Creation and
rejuvenation of traditional
water storage systems at
feasible locations. Still others
like the PMKSY (Watershed) by
Dept. of Land Resources,
MoRD constructed Water
harvesting structures;
Capacity building for nursery
raising, afforestation,
horticulture, pasture
development, l ivelihood
activities, and others; and
PMKSY(Per drop more crop)
by Ministry of Agriculture have
widespread interventions and
scope.

The rains have destroyed
crops, leading to fears of short
supply, increasing prices, and
denting the food and nutrition
security of masses especially
thos below poverty line. But
the future looks scarier, as it
is going to disrupt the Kharif
sowing schedule. All this going
to have a serious impact on
our economy, as governments
will have to pay out large
amounts to compensate
farmers and provide
subsidized food to a large
population. (1-7)

Abans Holdings Limited Reports
strong financial performance

Abans Holdings Limited, a
leading diversified financial
services company, announced
strong financial performance
for the fourth quarter (Q4)
and fiscal year 2023. The
company showcased
significant growth across
various financial metrics,
reinforcing its position as a key
player in the industry.

For the Financial Year
2023, company reported net
profit of Rs. 70.3 crore, growth
of 14% Y-o-Y as compared to
the net profit of Rs. 61.8 crore
in FY22. Operating profit
during FY23 grew 15% Y-o-Y
to Rs. 76 crore. Revenue from
operation during FY23 was
reported at Rs. 1,150.97
crore, rise of 80.2% Y-o-Y as

compared to revenue of Rs.
638.62 crore in FY22. Agency
income surged by 83% YoY,
reaching Rs 43 crore in Mar
23. EPS for the FY23 stood at
Rs. 14.81 per share. Company
continues to maintain strong
risk management with Net
NPA continues to remain at
Zero. In addition to its strong
results, Abans Holdings
outlined its strategic
expansion plans, aiming to
drive future growth and
strengthen its leadership
position in key areas as under:
1.Diversification of Business
Operations: Abans Holdings
Limited aims to expand
beyond its current holding
company status and also act
as sponsors and investment
managers for managing
schemes floated by all
categories of Alternative
Investment Funds (AIF). The
alteration of the object clause
has been approved by the
registrar of companies, and
revenue generation from these
activities is anticipated to
commence in H1 FY24, subject
to regulatory approval. 2.
Agency Income Growth:
Despite capital market
volatility, Abans Holdings has
successfully achieved an
impressive 83% YoY growth in
agency income by expanding
its global footprint.
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CIN: L45201GJ1995PLC024491 | Website : www.radhedevelopers.com

Phone: +91 79-26583381/2 | Fax: +91 79-26585567 | E-mail: secretarial@radheinfra.com

RADHE DEVELOPERS (INDIA) LIMITED

EXTRACT OF THE STANDALONE AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND
YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2023

     For, Radhe Developers (India) Limited
S/d

Ashish Patel
CEO & Managing Director

Place : Ahmedabad
Date  : May 23, 2023

(Rs. in lakhs except per share data)

Note :
1 The above is an extract of the detailed format of  Financial Results for the quarter and year ended  on March 31, 2023 filed

with the Stock Exchange under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing and Other Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The
full format of the said Results are available on the Stock Exchange website (www.bseindia.com) and on the Company's
website (www.radhedevelopers.com).

31/03/2023 31-12-2022 31-03-2022 31/03/2023 31/03/2022

Audited Unaudited Audited Audited Audited

1 Total Revenue from operations 53.85 497.02 1034.42 1433.96 4360.38 

2
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period

(before Tax, Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items)
(760.91) 542.94 492.08 158.72 3233.82 

3
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period before Tax

(after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items)
(760.91) 542.94 492.08 158.72 3233.82 

4
Net Profit / (Loss) for the period after Tax

(after Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items)
(586.28) 390.46 234.11 71.09 2523.23 

5 Total Comprehensive Income for the period (585.32) 390.46 235.48 72.05 2524.60 

6 Paid up Equity Share Capital (Face value of ` 1/- each) 5035.98 5035.98 2517.99 5035.98 2517.99 

7 Other Equity excluding revaluation reserves

8
Earnings Per Share  (Not Annualised)

(for continuing & discontinued operations)

a) Basic (0.12) 0.78 0.94 0.01 0.50 

b) Diluted (0.12) 0.78 0.94 0.01 0.50 

Sr. No. Particulars         Quarter ended Year ended

GVFL launches platform for
early-stage startups

Ahmedabad: GVFL,
formerly Gujarat Venture
Finance Limited, on Thursday
announced the launch of
‘Accelerate for Excellence
(a4X)’ platform to promote
early-stage investment
ecosystem. With the platform,
GVFL will not just invest in
startups but also mentor and
handhold them from seed-stage
to series A stage and help find
new investors.

Kamal Bansal, managing
director, GVFL, said, “We aspire
to make it a vibrant early-stage
investment ecosystem builder
that will bring stakeholders
together and add value to
startups’ journey. The platform
will accelerate the growth of
startups by connecting them
with the right investors and
mentors.” a4X will support
Seed-To-Series-A startups
looking to raise between Rs 50

lakh and Rs 5 crore. Startups
will be able to connect with
a varied set of investors,
close funding rounds online,
and leverage the a4X
community. Investors will get
the benefits of pre-evaluated
deals, due diligence reports,
co-investing with
experienced venture
capitalists and a simplified
investment process. GVFL,
formerly Gujarat Venture
Finance Limited.

Faking cold? Beware, your boss will nail the lie
Surat : A team of three

researchers from Sardar
Val labhbha i  Nat iona l
Inst itute of Technology
(SVNIT) in association with
a researcher from Rhenish
Un ivers i ty  o f  App l ied

Sciences of Germany have
developed an algorithm
that  can d i s t ingu ish  a
normal voice and one with
common cold. What’s more,
one need not even listen to
the entire sentence as the

artificial intelligence-based
system can do it with just
one or two words. A paper
on the study 'Sinusoidal
model-based diagnosis of
the common cold from the
speech signal' has been
recent ly  pub l i shed in
B iomed ica l  S igna l
Processing and Control.

The team of researchers
inc ludes  Suman Deb,
assistant professor, his PhD
students Pankaj Warule and
S iba Mishra .  Jarek
Krajewski is their associate
in the study from Germany.
“We studied a database of
vo ice  samples  o f  630
individuals provided by our
German study partner. We
extracted features from the
voices that had cold or
normal. Then the machine
was trained to identify the
features  through deep
learning,” said Deb, who
has been doing a research
in this area since 2015.
“With this AI-based system,
one or  two words  are
enough to confirm if the
person has  a  common
cold,” he said. The idea
behind the research is to
develop speech s ignal-
based non- invas ive
diagnostic techniques that
can work remotely as well.
Out  o f  the  630-vo ice
database, the accuracy of
the algorithm was around
70% that identified voices
with cold or no cold. “As the
algorithm develops, one can
get tested for common cold
through the system over a
phone call and doesn’t need
to go to a doctor for testing.
Similar studies are being
done world over for other
illnesses like Parkinsons,
asthma, cancer in head and
neck,” said Warule.

Endangered species:
Cong demands package

Ahmedabad: On the
occasion of international day
for biological diversity, which
is being observed on
Monday, the state unit of the
Congress party has said that
24 species in the state could
face extinction in the near
future and demanded that
the state government
announced a special financial
package for preservation of
endangered species.

“There are about 24
species of plants and
animals in Gujarat which
could face extinction in the
near future. It is the duty of
the state government to take
steps to preserve these
species.

 A special financial
package for this should be
announced by the state forests
and environment minister,”
GPCC spokesperson
Parthivrajsinh Kathavadia said
on Sunday, while speaking to
reporters.

Quoting data tabled in
the recently concluded session
of the Rajya Sabha, the
National Biodiversity Board and
the Gujarat Biodiversity Board,
Kathavadia said, “According to
data of the Gujarat Biodiversity
Board, 16 trees, creepers and
plants are endangered, while
eight animals (both land and
sea) and birds are also
endangered,” the spokesperson
said.tnn

Man makes 60 calls to
control room, abuses cop

AHMEDABAD: A cop
working with the city control
room on Sunday filed a
complaint with Madhavpura
police alleging that an
unknown man persistently
called him up and abused him.
Mohammed Yasin Shaikh, 45,
said in his FIR that he has
been working with the city
police department since 1998
and is currently deployed at
the city police control room.
He said that an unknown man

called him between
3pm on Saturday
and 10am on Sunday
while he was on
duty. The man made
nearly 50 to 60 calls
and kept the police
control telephone
line engaged, he

alleged in the FIR. Shaikh said
that he asked for the name and
the address of the caller who was
obstructing police work but the
latter did not reveal his identity.
Madhavpura police booked the
unknown man for obstructing
duty of a government employee
and using abusive words.
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Gujarat's unrecognized political parties
confess to helping donors evade tax

AHMEDABAD: In a
significant development,
several registered
unrecognized political parties
(RUPPs) in Gujarat have
allegedly confessed their
involvement in illegal money
exchanges.

Explaining their modus
operandi during Income-Tax
department proceedings,
officials of these parties
revealed they charged
commissions for helping
individuals evade tax by
posing as donors, said highly
placed sources.

In contrast, the donors
maintain that their
contributions were made to
parties officially registered
with the Election Commission
of India (ECI), asserting they
have not violated any laws.
Last September witnessed a
sweeping search operation by
the I-T department, targeting
the offices of 23 such RUPPs,
35 intermediaries, and three
exit providers in Gujarat.

"The extensive
operation was prompted by
compelling evidence pointing
to a pervasive scam involving
political party donations,
employed to claim phoney
deductions under Sections
80GGC/80GGB of the Income
Tax Act. Subsequently, the
funds were illicitly rerouted
back to the donors through
cash, RTGS, NEFT, or other
banking channels," said a
source in the I-T department.

The extensive operation
was prompted by compelling

evidence pointing to a
pervasive scam involving
political party donations,
employed to claim phoney
deductions under Sections
80GGC/80GGB of the Income
Tax Act. Subsequently, the
funds were illicitly rerouted
back to the donors through
cash, RTGS, NEFT, or other
banking channels," said a
source in the I-T department.

The I-T department has
issued notices to over 4,000
donors, primarily salaried
individuals, regarding their
involvement in bogus
donations to these RUPPs.

Unrecognised political
parties can be newly
registered parties or those
that have not secured enough
percentage of votes in the
assembly or general elections
to fulfil the criteria to become
a state party. They can also
be parties that have never
contested elections since their
registration.

Some office-bearers of
the RUPPs in Gujarat have
admitted to engaging in
fraudulent donation activities,
charging commissions ranging
from 4.50% to 5%, said
sources in the department.
"The I-T raids uncovered
incriminating evidence,
including bogus donation
receipts, diaries containing
commission details, and
WhatsApp chats on the mobile
phones of RUPP office-bearers
and their key handlers,
confirming the allegations,"
said a source.

The department also
found that after receiving
donations, the parties
transferred money in the
name of political activities or
social welfare to their
intermediaries, which were
shell companies, said sources.

Further investigation
revealed the involvement of
certain chartered
accountants, accountants, and
tax consultants in the scam.
"These professionals played a
significant role in soliciting
donors on behalf of the RUPPs,
earning higher commissions
than the office-bearers
themselves. Agents involved in
such activities also earned
commissions ranging from
0.50% to 0.80%," revealed the
source.

It was discovered that
most of these political parties
were not filing timely annual
contribution reports with the
ECI, as mandated by the
Representation of People's
Act, 1951. Such reports are a
prerequisite for claiming
exemption under Section 13A
of the Income Tax Act, 1961.

Karim Lakhani, a
chartered accountant,
emphasized the dire need for
stringent checks on such
nefarious activities.

 "The government
should implement regulations
for donations to political
parties. It can be similar to
charitable trusts, where
donations are limited to 10%
of an individual's annual
income, and the deductible
amount is 50% of the donation
made," he said.

The I-T department has
issued notices to over 4,000
donors, primarily salaried
individuals, regarding their
involvement in bogus
donations to these RUPPs.

Sulabh Padshah, a
chartered accountant, said,
"Most donors have responded
to the department, stating that
at the time of their donations,
these parties were active on
the ECI website"

‘Even Biden says he wants Modi
autograph’: Amit Shah lauds PM

Ahmedabad : In rich
praise for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Sunday said “his popularity
has transcended barriers of
distance and culture”.
Referr ing to the Pr ime
Minister’s overseas visit,
Shah made a mention of the
United States President, and
stressed, “Today even (Joe)
Biden says he wants Modi’s
autograph.”

Shah on Sunday
attended various public
events in Ahmedabad and
Gandhinagar, including a
mega gathering of the Modi
community.  The Prime
Minister is drawing respect
not only for himself but for
the entire country, and
especially for Gujarat, he
emphasised in one of the
addresses.

“The warm gesture of
US President Mr. Joe Biden
towards PM @narendramodi
Ji shows that his popularity
transcends barr iers of
distance and culture,” Amit
Shah wrote in a tweet,
referring to the meeting
between PM Modi and the
United States president in
Japan.

In the video that he
posted of his address at the
nat ional convent ion of
‘Samast Bharatiya Modi
Samaj’, Amit Shah can be
heard saying:  “Rathor, Teli
Sahu and Modi Samaj have

made a huge contribution to
the country. They have given
us a Prime Minister who has
worked to establish India’s

pride in the world. Today,
even Biden says he wants
Modi’s autograph.”

Amit Shah gujarat visit,
Amit Shah in gujarat, amit
shah, Joe Biden, Narendra
Modi, Indian Express, India
news, current affairs Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
with state home minister
Harsh Sanghavi as he
flagged off 320 new GSRTC
buses at Chandkheda. Nirmal
Harindran

“As an Indian, it brings
us great pride and joy. All of
this is a matter of great joy
for every Indian,” Shah
further said. The Prime
Minister, over the weekend,
attended the G7 and Quad
summits in Japan and met

Meanwhile, on Sunday,
Shah inaugurated 320 buses
of the Gujarat State Road
Transport Services (GSRTC),
an organic testing laboratory
of AmulFed Dairy, a
gymnasium, and a library in
the Shastrinagar area, a
renovated lake in the
Chharodi local i ty,  and
development projects linked
to the Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC) worth Rs
360 crore.

At the event held for
the AMC projects, Shah said
the Gandhinagar Lok Sabha
constituency has witnessed
immense development in the
last four years since 2019.
Shah is the Lok Sabha MP
from Gandhinagar.

Joe Biden, Australia PM
Anthony Albanese, among
other world leaders.

On Sunday, Shah also
hit out at the Congress.
“Congress has acted to
persecute and humiliate the
OBC community. After the BJP
came to power at the Centre
under the leadership of
Narendra Modi, the streak of
honouring the OBC
community began.

  Born in a poor family,
Narendrabhai knows the
pain of the poor in the
country very well and has
worried that all kinds of
facilities should reach the
homes of the poor.”

State directs preschools to not
admit kids younger than 3 years

AHMEDABAD: The state
government, on May 15,
introduced the Gujarat State
Pre-Primary Education Policy,
2023, to regulate the
unorganized preschool sector.
The policy, along the lines of
the National Early Childhood
Care and Education (ECCE)
Policy and the National
Education Policy, stipulates
that the children in such
facilities should be at least
three years old as of June 1
of that academic year.

Some parent bodies
welcomed the move even as
preschool operators were
cautious of its implications.

A top education
department official said that
the sector is currently
unorganized.

"Majority of these
schools function from
residential premises, have no
overarching regulatory
framework related to the
course, fees charged, and
quality of education. There
are no definite numbers, too,
of such facilities operating.
The policy will help address
several such issues," said the
official.

 Swati Popat-Vats,
president of the Early
Childhood Association, said
that the association welcomes
the regulations by the state
government.

"If these regulations help
bring about quality, they must
be welcomed. There are
issues related to age, classes,
registration process, etc., for

which we will seek a meeting
with the government," she
said.

She added that the
primary issue is the acceptable
age as three years instead of
four as recommended by the
National Curriculum
Framework 2022. The NCF is
aimed at the holistic growth of
children between the age of 3-
8, a crucial period for mental
development.

A city-based operator of
a preschool brand said the
rules are still ambiguous, and
another draft may address the
concerns.

"It's a welcome move to
bring the preschools under the
ambit of a policy. But one must
understand that most
preschools are run by sole
proprietors or in partnerships.
While the Building Use (BU)
permission is sought as one of
the documents, would a
residential BU be acceptable?
The teacher and caretaker
staff qualifications are
discussed, but there is no word
about the optimal ratio. The
same goes for the 'sufficient
play area' rule," said the
operator.

All the existing
preschools have been asked to
register within 12 months, and
new preschools would only be
allowed to operate with
registration.

As mentioned in the
policy document, the
preschools would also be
under the jurisdiction of DPEO
or DEO.

Wedding joys end in
police plaints, 10 booked

Ahmedabad :  For
Vi jay Bambhaniya and
Sheeta Baraiya of Mahuva
taluka in Bhavnagar, this
Saturday will be a red letter
day in their lives not just for
the i r  wedding but the
intense drama it unfolded in
its wake.

Their wedding day in
Katpar village of Mahuva
taluka was almost on the
br ink of  co l lapse wi th
members of both families
engaging in fisticuffs over a
petty incident on Saturday,
saved only by the police
which intervened and got it

solemnized late on Saturday.
The police are now

invest igat ing into the
v io lence,  even as 10
persons — f ive f rom
groom’s side and five of the
bride’s — were booked for
assault and threatening by
the Mahuva police following
cross-complaints by both
parties.

A few family members
from both sides are also
recuperat ing in pr ivate
hospitals.

Accord ing to the
police, both the bride and
groom are from the same
village. As per tradition, the
groom's family and the
bride’s family take out a
procession in the village
ahead of the marriage.

While both the sides
were doing the rounds on
Saturday, the groom’s family
and that of the bride’s came
face to face near Hanuman

Chowk in the v i l lage.
Suddenly, someone dancing
to DJ music sprayed foam as
part of celebration which hit
Vijay, the groom, on his
face. This triggered a verbal
altercation between the two
sides. Soon, it turned ugly
with revellers resorting to
physical assaults on one
another.  One of  the
compla inants f rom the
bride's side Vipul Dhaya,
stated that five people from
the groom’s side beat up his
father following the foam-
spraying incident. When
others tried to intervene, a
group of people attacked the
groom’s re lat ive Puja
Bambhaniya and others.
Bambhaniya later lodged a
compla int  against  f ive
persons with Mahuva police
station. Based on the two
cross-compla ints  f i led,
police booked 10 persons for
assault and intimidation.

City at 42.1°C,
G'nagar 2nd

hottest in state
Ahmedabad: On

Monday, the city continued to
be the hottest in the state
with a maximum temperature
of 42.1°C, which was 0.4
degrees above normal. The
minimum temperature at
28°C was also 0.4 degrees
higher than normal.

On Tuesday, the
maximum temperature is
likely to be around 42°C. 'No
large change in maximum
temperature during next three
days, thereafter fall by 2-3
degrees during the
subsequent two days very
likely,' mentioned the IMD
forecast.

Gandhinagar, the state
capital, was the second
hottest at 42°C, followed by
Surendranagar and VV Nagar
at 41.7°C each, Vadodara at
41.6°C and Amreli at 41°C.
The analysis of the
temperature pattern
indicated that since May 12,
minimum temperatures have
remained above normal for
Ahmedabad. On May 20, the
minimum temperature had
reached 29°C, which was 1.9
degrees above normal. The
initial four days of this month
saw normal or below normal
minimum temperatures, after
which it climbed to 27°C, and
from May 16, it climbed to
28°C and above.

"On Monday, except
Okha (28.4°C), Ahmedabad
and Surat cities had among
the highest minimum
temperatures at 28 degrees.
This indicates that the night
temperatures remain high
with no dissipation of heat.

It 's a common
phenomenon in cities where
the built environment soaks
up heat and then releases it
after sundown. Thus,
greenery and open spaces
become al l the more
important for cities to combat
heat," said a city-based urban
planner.

 The analysis
also indicated that
Gandhinagar remained one of
the top three hottest cities in
Gujarat in May.

3 students
drown in

Dholidhaja
dam

Rajkot: Three
teenagers drowned in the
Dhol idhaja dam of
Surendranagar district on
Saturday afternoon. The
bodies of the deceased —
Tejals Kukadia (17), Mahesh
Bhalgama and Shreyansh
Detroj (18) were recovered
by the fire brigade team only
on Sunday afternoon.

All three deceased were
students, said the police after
pr imary invest igat ion.
According to the police, five
friends from Surendranagar
town had come to Dholidhaja
dam for picnic on Saturday.

They all went into the
water to beat the summer
heat, but three boys went
deeper into the water and got
sucked in by the heavy
undercurrent, said the police.
The two boys informed the
locals, who called the police
and fire brigade officials.All
three deceased were
students, said the police after
pr imary invest igat ion.
According to the police, five
friends from Surendranagar
town had come to Dholidhaja
dam for picnic on Saturday.
A search operation continued
till late in the night at the
dam, but could not locate the
missing boys. On Sunday,
after fire officials resumed
the search operation, they
found the bodies of the
teenagers f loat ing at a
distance.

‘Soda ash production must be
augmented by 2.5L tonne a year’

AHMEDABAD: In the
wake of clean energy and
electric mobility sectors
fuelling the demand for soda
ash in India and the world, the
domestic soda ash production
needs to grow at 2.5 lakh to
3 lakh tonne a year, according
to Gujarat-based soda ash
maker, GHCL.

Soda ash is a key raw
material for manufacturing
solar glass – widely used in
solar panels and is also a key
component for manufacturing
lithium-ion batteries and used
in treatment of flue gases.

Explaining the need for
more greenfield investments,
RS Jalan, managing director,
GHCL, said, “Soda ash is a key
raw material for
manufacturing components
vital to India’s clean energy
transition. With an existing

demand of 4.3 million metric
tonne per annum (MMTPA),
India is a net importer of soda
ash to meet almost 20% of its
demand, with production
levels remaining at 3.6
MMTPA.”

“The Soda ash demand
increases by 5% per annum,
which is stipulated to increase
to 6.5% to 7% per annum,
driven by growing clean
energy applications such as
Solar, Flue gas treatment and
Lithium Ion batteries.
However, if the soda ash
industry must fuel the
country’s renewable energy
targets, the production needs
to be ramped up at the rate
of 2.5 - 3 lakh MT every year,
to meet the rising demand,”
he further added.

Industry players suggest
that demand-supply gap

underlines the need for more
Greenfield investments in
soda ash manufacturing.

“Global Soda ash
production and demand is 65
MMTPA and India produces an
approximate 5.5% of the soda
ash consumed globally. Of
this, almost 95% is
manufactured in Gujarat. Even
as India’s soda ash exports
are miniscule, and the
potential for increase in
domestic demand is huge
given a series of green
initiatives adopted by
countries across the globe,”
Jalan further said.

Gujarat which has been
home to a thriving soda ash
manufacturing industry for at
least nine decades,
commands at least 95% of
total capacity of soda ash
manufacturing in India.

ATS busts al-Qaida module
in Ahmedabad, one arrested

AHMEDABAD: The
Gujarat anti-terrorist squad
(ATS) busted an al-Qaida
module and arrested a man
from Bangladesh, who had
been l iv ing i l lega l ly  in
Ahmedabad s ince
December 2021, an official
sa id  on Monday.  The
preliminary investigation
has revealed that apart
from the man arrested -
Mohammed Soj ibmiya
Ahmedali, 28, who was
living in Soni Chawl - there
were three other members
of the module. Their names
are Abdul Lat i f  Ansar i ,
Munna Khalid Ansari and
Azarul Islam, all residents
of Narol, and they are yet
to be apprehended.

Deputy  inspector
genera l  Gujarat  ATS
Deepan Bhadran to ld
reporters that the four
members of the proscribed
terror outfit were trained by
hand lers  based in
Bangladesh before being
sent to India. They were
tasked with raising funds

for  a l -Qa ida ' s  i l l ega l
activities, radicalizing local
youths and persuading
them to join the terror
outfit. They were charged
under the relevant sections
of the Indian Penal Code
and Sections 38, 39 and 40
of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA),
Bhadran told reporters at
ATS headquarters.

"Based on speci f ic
intelligence, we first picked
up Sojib for questioning. He
told us that he and three
others are part of al-Qaida's
network and were getting
instruct ions f rom thei r
Bangladesh-based handler
Shariful Islam. Through
Islam, these youths met
one Shayba, head of al-
Qa ida ' s  operat ions  in
Mymensingh distr ict  of
Bangladesh," Bhadran said.

Munna, Azharul, and
Abdul Latif were working at
factor ies  by pos ing as
Indian citizens. The ATS
found Aadhaar and PAN
cards  and l i te ra ture

published by the terror
outfit's media wing, As-
Sahab Media, from Sojib's
house, Bhadran said.

"Before entering India
illegally, these youths were
trained by their handlers on
using encrypted chat
applications and VPN. Using
forged documents, these
accused got Aadhaar and PAN
cards made. Apart from
Gujarat, they also contacted
youths from other states to
radicalize them. We have
learned that they were
successful in radicalizing at
least two persons," Bhadran
said. ATS will conduct an in-
depth investigation into
aspects such as who helped
the quartet cross the India-
Bangladesh border, their
method of collecting funds,
local contacts, and the number
of persons radicalized by
them, he said. ATS produced
Sojib before a local court in
the city and sought custodial
interrogation for 14 days.
Sojib was remanded in ATS
custody till May 30.


