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WR’s RPF TEAM CRACKS DOWN HEAVILY ON
UNAUTHORISED RAILWAY TICKET TOUTS IN APRIL 2023

month of April 2023.
According to a press

release issued by Shri Sumit
Thakur – Chief Publ ic
Relations Officer of Western
Railway, RPF WR formed
special teams of dedicated
staff from the Detective Wing
of RPF Crime Branch, Cyber
Cell and Divisions to launch
special drives against touts.
It was observed that touts
were booking tickets using
several fake identity cards,
including some authorized
IRCTC agents who used fake
IDs to issue tickets, thereby
charging extra money from

innocent passengers. In the
year 2022, RPF WR arrested
769 accused of illegal touting
and seized tickets worth
more than  Rs. 32.63 Cr in
629 cases.

Shri Thakur added that in
just 15 days of April 2023,
Western Rai lway’s RPF
detected 46 cases of illegal
touting and apprehended 49
persons through special
drives. 1088 journey tickets
including e-tickets worth
approx. Rs. 26.70 lakh were
seized in the cases detected
from 1st to 15th April, 2023.
Case under Section 143 of

Railways Act have been
registered against  the
miscreants. Shri Thakur
further stated that apart from
such regular drives for arrest
and prosecution of touts, RPF
WR has also conducted
several awareness
campaigns for sensitizing the
public to discourage
purchasing tickets through
illegal touts. The campaign
also aimed to educate
passengers regarding the
legal provisions of Section
143 of the Railways Act and
the consequences of buying
tickets/e-tickets from touts.

Witness a camaraderie like never before
with Akshay Kumar and Emraan Hashmi'
Ahmedabad, What

happens when your biggest
fan turns into your biggest
foe? When a passionate, die-
hard fan meets his most
favorite superstar, what
conspires next is a series of
unforeseen and uncertain
events, leaving them at
loggerheads! Disney+ Hotstar
presents a fun-filled ride with
Selfiee starring quintessential
superstar, Akshay Kumar as
the dynamic Vijay Kumar and
heartthrob Emraan Hashmi
as Om Prakash Agarwal,
along with Diana Penty and
Nushrratt Bharuccha in
pivotal roles. Directed by Raj
Mehta and produced by
Dharma Productions, Magic

Frames, Prithviraj
Productions and Cape Of
Good Films, Selfiee is now
streaming exclusively on
Disney+ Hotstar. Talking
about the release, Akshay
Kumar said, “In a country like
India where the stars are
made based on the adulation
and love they receive from
fans, Selfiee is a film that
captures the journey of a fan
and star in a different
perspective. The music, the
emotions, the chemistry and
the whole story of the film is
intriguing. I am happy for the
film that is now streaming on
Disney+ Hotstar and reach to
wide audience across the
globe” (19-8)

Dance and dream with
Jimmy in Disco Dancer

Ahmedabad, 'Disco
Dancer-The Musical' that
premiered in Mumbai's on to
a rapturous response had
some very special guests in
the audience. Over 186 kids
from a street school named

'Prayas'  were brought to the
spectacular show  by the NGO
SaRVAA and it was the most
moving experience for the
cast and crew to see them
cheering and rooting for
Jimmy and dancing along with
him to 80's infectious hits.
Jimmy, if you remember the
1982 B Subhash hit, was a
street singer and dancer who
goes through great hardships
before he becomes a superstar.
This tale of trials and triumph
struck a chord with the children
and their emotional reaction
reminded everyone of the
power of aspirational stories.
Show: 'Disco Dancer - The
Musical', Venue: NSCI DOME  ,
Dates: 14th April to 23rd April
2023. (19-10)

POPULAR BRITISH FRESH FOOD
CHAIN PRET OPENING IN MUMBAI

Ahmedabad, After
announcing their India
partnership with Reliance
Brands Limited last year, Pret
A Manger, the UK-based
popular freshly made food and
organic coffee chain, is all set
to launch its first shop in the
country. Opening its doors to
the public on 21st April 2023,
in Maker Maxity, Mumbai, it
will be the first of many shops
set to open later this year. The
inaugural Mumbai shop is a
recreation of Pret’s iconic
London shops with a large
dining space spread across
2,567 sq ft. Fresh food and
organic coffee lovers in the city
can drop by to dine-in with

their family and
friends or grab a quick
takeaway.

The new Pret shop
will offer customers a
wide range of delicious
and freshly made
s a n d w i c h e s ,
baguettes, salads,
soups, as well as a

variety of organic coffee, tea,
shakes and smoothie
options. Popular options like
the Pret Pickle & Posh
Cheddar Granary Sandwich,
Avocado & Toms- Stone
Baked Baguette, Smoked
Salmon Protein Box Salad
and a selection of freshly
baked goods including Pret’s
best-selling croissants and
cookies constitute the food
menu and will bring to India
Pret’s classics without any
additives to products. All
freshly made food will be
hand prepared in Pret’s
onsite kitchen daily and
never held over to the next
day.

Our Favorite Book-to-Screen
on Disney+ Hotstar

Ahmedaad, Books and
series are two of our favorite
things, so when they come
together in the form of a book-
to-screen adaptation, it's pure
magic. There's something
special about seeing a beloved
story brought to life on screen,
with all of its characters,
settings, and emotions. On the
occasion of World Book Day,
we're celebrating stories from

book to screen that truly
captured our hearts and
minds, the ones that we
couldn't help but fall in love
with, all over again. Join us on
Disney+ Hotstar as we dive
into our favorite book-to-
screen adaptations and relive
the magic all over again.

A hotel’s night manager is
the only weapon against a
dangerous arms dealer. Will
he be able to stop him? The
Night Manager is an Indian
thriller series based on the
popular novel of the same
name by John Le Carre. The
series is directed by Sandeep
Modi and stars Aditya Roy
Kapoor, Anil Kapoor, and
Sobhita Dhulipala in lead
roles. The plot revolves
around the story of a former
Lieutenant named Shantanu
Sengupta, who is recruited by
an intelligence officer to
infiltrate the inner circle of an
arms dealer named
Shailendra Rungta. (19-8)

CRAFTED PLATINUM LOVE BANDS
THAT REFLECT MODERN LOVE

Ahmedabad, As the
summer approaches, it rings in
the summer wedding season as
couples commit to the love they
share. It's a time when two
individuals commit to each
other, having gone through a
journey of finding each other
and discovering what makes
their relationship special.
Relationships based on
compassion, respect, equality,
and friendship deserve a rare
and precious metal to
commemorate their first steps
towards a lifetime of
togetherness and commitment.

Platinum, with its celestial
origin and timeless nature,
represents the resilience that
defines the bond shared by
these couples. PGI's Platinum
Love Bands season's collection
captures the essence of
modern love, where partners
respect each other's
individuality, celebrate each
other's accomplishments, and
share responsibilities equally,
beyond roles and gender. This
collection speaks to a younger
and evolved audience that
seeks to mark their special
moments with unique and
meaningful love bands that
embody their new-age
relationships' values. The
design narrative of the
collection is unique, with
motifs representing support
and commitment, dual-toned
fluid lines symbolizing
togetherness, and intersecting
patterns signifying mutual
respect. (19-10)

MSDE and MoE to organize one of
its kind exhibition under G20 EdWG

Ahmedabad, The Ministry
of Skil l Development &
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) and
the Ministry of Education
(MoE) are organizing Future
of Work exhibition on the
sidelines of the 3rd Education
Working Group (EdWG)
meeting under G20 presidency
from April 23rd to 28th at
CSIR-Institute of Minerals and
Materials Technology (IMMT),
Bhubaneswar, Odisha. Under
the visionary leadership of
Hon'ble Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi, India has

assumed the G20 presidency
to embark on a journey to
make tech-enabled learning
more qualitative at every
level and build capacities in
the context of the Future of
Work. The exhibition will be
inaugurated by Shri
Dharmendra Pradhan,
Hon'ble Minister for
Education and Skil l
Development &
Entrepreneurship and it will
act as a unique platform for
technology leaders,
influencers, and academia.
The exhibition will feature
participants from diverse
sectors displaying
technologies that will drive
future of work, constant
innovations in modern
workplace, inclusion of
technology in traditional
crafts, future skills, and
innovative delivery models.
On April 26th, the exhibition
will be accessible only by the
G20 delegates.(20-4)

Ahmedabad, The Dholka
manufacturing facility of
Cadila Pharmaceuticals, one
of the oldest and largest
privately-held pharmaceutical
companies in the country, has
successfully cleared the US
Food and Drug Administration
(USFDA) audit yet again. The
Dholka manufacturing facility
passed the USFDA audit with
nil 483 observations, which

signifies compliance and
conformance to applicable
Current Good Manufacturing
Practice (cGMP) regulations
enforced by the USFDA.
USFDA Inspector Vivin George
conducted the facility’s audit
from April 3 to 7. “We are
pleased that our Dholka
manufacturing facility has
cleared the USFDA inspection
with nil 483 observations. In
all our facilities, quality control
is inbuilt at every step in the
design and manufacturing
process. The successful
completion of the USFDA audit
is a strong validation of our
commitment to ensure the
availability of medicines that
meet the most stringent global
quality standards. I also take
this opportunity to
congratulate our team at the
Dholka facility,” said Dr. Rajiv
I. Modi, Chairman & Managing
Director of Cadila
Pharmaceuticals. (19-1)

Cadila Pharmaceuticals Dholka
facility again passes USFDA audit

Ahmedabad, Western
Railway has been conducting
special  dr ives and raids
against touts, luring innocent
passengers and charging
exorbitant i l legal
commissions. Taking intensive
action against touts, special
drives have been regularly
conducted by Western
Railway’s Railway Protection
Force (RPF) in all six Divisions.
This has resulted in the
seizure of 46 cases of illegal
touting of 1088 E-tickets as
wel l  as journey-cum-
reservation tickets worth
approx. Rs. 26.70 lakhs in the

52% of patients with psoriasis were
satisfied with their treatment

Ahmedabad, The hospital-
based prevalence study done
in 2016 showed that in India,
between 7 to 43 million people
had psoriasis3,4. Chances are
that this number has grown.
For psoriasis patients, the
need is for their treatment to
give them clear or almost clear
skin quickly. They also want
their skin to remain clear for
as long as possible.

Dr. Bela Shah, Head &
Professor, Department of
Dermatology, Venereology,
and Leprology, B.J. Medical
College, Civil Hospital
Ahmedabad says, “I see
around 15-20 psoriasis
patients every month, and
most of them have visible

patches on their scalp,
elbows, knees, and upper
body. Their main request is for
treatment that can clear up
their skin as quickly as
possible. Psoriasis impacts a
patient’s overall quality of life.
Advanced molecules like
biologics show quick and
sustained action and
treatment; these can meet
patient expectations. I advise
patients with psoriasis to
consult only a dermatologist
and understand the necessary
lifestyle changes required to
manage their condition
effectively. Patients should
keep their metabolic
parameters such as weight and
blood sugar in check.’’ (22-2)

Sim card seller caught by Special
Operations Group of Gandhinagar

AHMEDABAD: The Special Operations Group (SOG) of
Gandhinagar police on Tuesday caught a man from Dehgam for
allegedly obtaining many sim cards using one picture and cheating
his customers. According to SOG officers, Mayur Rathod, 35, who
ran a grocery store in Dehgam, obtained a licence for a POS (point
of sale) centre of Airtel to sell the sim cards in 2018. To meet his
targets, Rathod activated 29 sim cards through fraudulent means.

Union Minister of
S ta te  ( Independent
Charge)  Sc ience  &
Technology; Minister of
S ta te  ( Independent
Charge) Earth Sciences;
MoS PMO, Personnel, Public
Gr i evances ,  Pens ions ,
Atomic Energy and Space,
Dr. Jitendra Singh today
said that Youth at 2023 will
define India at 2047.

Speaking as chief
guest  at  the Youth 20
Consultat ion on Peace-
building and Reconciliation:
Ushering in an Era of No
War at the University of
Jammu, Dr Jitendra Singh
sa id three generat ions
have  passed  s ince
Independence and there
was no dearth of talent or
capab i l i t i e s  bu t  the
favourab le  m i l i eu  was
lacking which has now

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh says,
"Youth at 2023 to define India at 2047"

been made available by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. So this is a great
opportunity but at the
same t ime a l so  a
challenge and privilege
because the same youth
will be deciding the face
of India@2047. Those
who are thirty today will
be the prime citizens, he
said. Dr Jitendra Singh
said that 2023 is a very
important year for the
country as India is holding
the G20 presidency.

In this auspicious
year, one can reasonably
say that Prime Minister
Modi has given a model of
governance  wh i ch  i s
sustainable, which defies
the  p r inc ip l e  o f
diminishing returns and
which grows stronger
with each new challenge.

The 100th G20 Meeting under India’s G20 Presidency, the Meeting of
Agricultural Chief Scientists (MACS) concludes successfully at Varanasi

The Meeting of Agricultural
Chief Scientists (MACS) of G20
nations on “Sustainable
Agriculture and Food System
for Healthy People and Planet”
concluded successfully at
Varanasi today. General (Dr.) V
K Singh (Retd.), Union Minister
of State for Civil Aviation and
Road Transport and Highways
inaugurated meeting on 17th
April 2023. About 80 delegates
from G20 Member States;
Invited Guest Countries,
International Organizations
participated in the meeting.

Dr.Himanshu Pathak,
Secretary (DARE) & Director
General (ICAR) chaired the
meeting for three days (17-19
April 2023). The discussions
were focused on Innovations
and Technological Interventions
for Agri-Food Systems
Transformation, Frontiers in
Science and Technology for
Achieving Food Security &
Nutrition, Biofortification in
Food Crops for Enhancing
Nutritional Value, Tropical
Seaweed Farming for nutrition
and blue growth, Millets And
otHer Ancient Grains
International Research Initiative

(MAHARISHI), One Health as
an Integrated and Unifying
Approach: Partnerships and
strategies for coordinated
action, Transboundary Pests
and Diseases: R&D Priorities
for resilient agri-food systems,
Climate Resil ient
Technologies and Innovations
for sustainable agri-food
systems, Nature-Positive
Agriculture: Science and
Innovations for building
resilient agri-food system,
Biological Nitrif ication
Inhibition (BNI): Reducing GHS
emissions and increasing crop
yields. Digital Agriculture and
Traceabil ity, Digital
Technological Solutions for
reducing Food Loss and
Waste, Agri-tech Startup
Ecosystem, Pluralistic
Agricultural Extension and
Advisory Services (EAS):
partnerships for improving lab
to land and outreach,
Smallholder and Family
Farming: G20- Global South
Cooperation forAgri-R&D,
Public-private Agri-R&D for
Public Goods: Experience in
Generating and Accelerating
Innovations.

The meeting adopted chair
summary cum outcome
document focussing on major
area of cooperation in
agricultural research and
development for food security
and nutrition, digital
agriculture, resilient agri food
systems and public private
partnership in agricultural
R&D.  MACS 2023 also
supported launching of
MAHARISHI which inter-alia
will include. Establish
mechanisms to connect
researchers and institutions
working on identified grain
crops to enhance the
dissemination of research
findings, and identify research

gaps and needs.
Establish web platforms to

connect researchers,
exchange data, share
communication products and
thematic briefs to encourage
research and information
sharing. Organize capacity-
building activities and
international workshops and
conferences. Performance
identification and recognition
to scientists MAHARISHI
secretariat shall be housed at
Indian Institute of Millets
Research (IIMR), Hyderabad
with technical support from
ICRISAT, One CGIAR Centres
and other International
organisations.

Panel Discussions held as part of
2nd G20 HWG meeting side event
The 3rd day of the 2nd

Health Working Group meeting
under India's G20 Presidency
witnessed engaging technical
sessions on digital health
innovations with a people-
centric focus, technology-
enabled continuum of care, and
the issue of the digital divide
among other issues and
solutions. In line with the G20
India Presidency's theme of
"Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam," or
"One Earth, One Family, One
Future,"  the discussions
emphasized India's
commitment to "healthcare for
all" through vibrant global and
local collaborations. Three
panel discussions were held,
with the first session focusing
on "Innovations in Healthcare -
Health service delivery aided by
Technology Interventions." The
session saw eminent health
experts pushing for a lifecycle-
care framework where open-
source software can enable
data innovations. Suggestions
such as a central organization/
coalition in the world to guide
national governments, along
with regional implementation
hubs, paradigm shift towards
Artificial General Intelligence
(AGI) and AGI-enabled Digital
public goods were put forward.
Stakeholders also echoed
concerted efforts to demystify
technology and build trust
among citizens through data
privacy legislations and other
checks, with interventions

shared by G20 member states
and invitee countries,
showcasing their best
practices and ongoing efforts
towards utilizing digital health
in their health governance.
The second session on
"Technology aiding Continuing
of care - Harnessing the
potential of real-world data/
evidence for better patient
outcomes" explored various
thought-provoking aspects of
technological tools and how
they can be used in better
patient care delivery. It was
discussed that highly
interoperable systems are
needed, and for national
digital transformation, nations
must focus on a person-
centered digital journey. In line
with the G20 India
Presidency's theme of
"Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam," or
"One Earth, One Family, One
Future,"  the discussions
emphasized India's
commitment to "healthcare for
all" through vibrant global and
local collaborations.
Stakeholders also echoed
concerted efforts to demystify
technology and build trust
among citizens through data
privacy legislations and other
checks, with interventions
shared by G20 member states
and invitee countries,
showcasing their best
practices and ongoing efforts
towards utilizing digital health
in their health governance.

PRESIDENT OF INDIA GRACES 26TH CONVOCATION OF
HIMACHAL PRADESH UNIVERSITY

The President of India, Smt
Droupadi Murmu graced and
addressed the 26th
convocation of Himachal
Pradesh University in Shimla.

Speaking on the occasion,
the President said that since
its inception in 1970,
Himachal Pradesh University
has played a very important
role in the field of higher
education. The alumni of this
University have left their mark
in various fields including
arts, medical, judiciary,
sports, social service, politics
and administration. The
President said that the climate
of Himachal Pradesh attracts
people from across the world.
This region of the Himalayas
is rich in fauna and flora. But
climate change is affecting
the ecology of this region
also. It is need of hour to
move forward together

towards the goal of
sustainable development
while conserving the rich
natural heritage of the state.
Therefore, it is the duty of
institutions like Himachal
Pradesh University to
promote research and
innovation keeping in mind the
needs of the local community
and the ecological challenges of
the region and contribute in eco-
friendly development. The
President said that it is the
fundamental duty of every
citizen to develop scientific
temper, humanism and the
spirit of inquiry and reform. She
told the graduating students that
while entering a new phase of
life they should connect their
individual goals with the national
goals and contribute to the
development of the country by
marching forward in their
chosen fields.

Shri Rajnath Singh invites Canadian defence companies to
invest in India & carry out co-production

Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath
Singh held a telephonic
conversation with Canadian
Minister of National Defence
Ms Anita Anand on April 19,
2023. The conversation was
warm and cordial .  Both
Ministers discussed ways to
develop bilateral defence
relations, which shall be
reflective of their democratic
ethos and a shared interest in
the peace and security of the
Indo-Pacific. Ms Anita Anand
briefed the Raksha Mantri
about Canada’s Indo-Pacific
Strategy and the importance

attached to enhancing
engagement with India. Shri
Rajnath Singh welcomed
increased Canadian naval
presence in the Indo-Pacific.
Both Ministers discussed
potential areas of defence
cooperat ion - from UN
peacekeeping training to
defence industr ia l
cooperation. The Raksha
Mantri highlighted that India
is an attractive defence
manufacturing destination
with competitive land and
labour costs and two defence
industrial corridors.
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CRAFTED PLATINUM LOVE BANDS
THAT REFLECT MODERN LOVE

Ahmedabad, As the
summer approaches, it rings
in the summer wedding
season as couples commit to
the love they share. It's a time
when two individuals commit
to each other, having gone
through a journey of finding
each other and discovering
what makes their relationship
special. Relationships based
on compassion, respect,
equality, and friendship
deserve a rare and precious
metal to commemorate their
first steps towards a lifetime
of togetherness and

commitment. Platinum, with
its celestial origin and timeless
nature, represents the
resilience that defines the
bond shared by these couples.

PGI's Platinum Love Bands
season's collection captures the
essence of modern love,
where partners respect each
other's individuality, celebrate
each other's accomplishments,
and share responsibilities
equally, beyond roles and
gender. This collection speaks
to a younger and evolved
audience that seeks to mark
their special moments with
unique and meaningful love
bands that embody their new-
age relationships' values. The
design narrative of the
collection is unique, with motifs
representing support and
commitment, dual-toned fluid
lines symbolizing
togetherness, and intersecting
patterns signifying mutual
respect. (1-7)

FIR filed after man from scheduled caste
community denied flat in Gujarat's Sargasan

AHMEDABAD: A man
from a scheduled caste (SC)
community, who is a lawyer
and college professor, on
Tuesday filed a complaint with
Adalaj police, stating that a
property developer refused to
sell him an apartment in
Sargasan saying they “do not
sell houses to persons from
SC communities”.

Rajnikant Chauhan, 35,
a resident of Sector 7 in
Gandhinagar, said he

practises in the Gujarat high
court and teaches at
Chaudhary College of
Education in Sector 7.

Chauhan said he came
across a newspaper
advertisement about a new
housing scheme called Origin
Heights in Sargasan. He went
to the site and saw the flats
on April 4 where a man named
Haresh Chaudhary was at the
developer’s office on the site.

He said he finalized a

flat on the third floor. He said
Haresh asked him what his
caste and profession were.
Later that day Haresh phoned
Chauhan and told him that he
would have to speak to one of
the builders, Mahendra
Chaudhary.

When Chauhan
contacted Mahendra, he said
they do sell houses to SC
persons but said he would
speak to another partner,
Amrat Patel. Chauhan also
contacted Patel, but was told
to speak to Mahendra only.

After that Mahendra did
not respond to Chauhan and
they did not sell him a flat in
the scheme.

Chauhan approached
Sector 7 police and filed a
complaint against Mahendra
for criminal intimidation under
IPC along with charges under
the Protection of Civil Rights
Act and the SC/ST (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act.

How Gujarat gave fresh
impetus to entrepreneurship

Ahmedabad: In the
1970s, the state government’s
technician scheme with 100%
finance and without collateral
to promote small business
ventures failed to take off.
While there were many takers
for it, the high failure rate
made it unsustainable.

What followed was the
first exercise to understand
what works for businesses
and why. While Gujarat has
been known for its business
acumen and wealth
generation for centuries, the
exercise raised an interesting
question: Can business or
entrepreneurship be ‘taught’?

A book chronicling 40
years of Entrepreneurship
Development Institute of India
(EDII) tries to answer this
question.

Dr Sunil Shukla, the

director general of the
institute, said that the exercise
laid the foundation of
entrepreneurship education in
the state. The programme by
the state government, with
multiple stakeholders, gave
Gujarat trained entrepreneurs
with the participants, largely
owner-managers, turning
their knowledge into
successful ventures.

Vinod Agarwal, an
A h m e d a b a d - b a s e d
businessman and former CII
Gujarat chairman, said that
the late 1980s saw trained
entrepreneurs starting their
ventures in Gujarat with
knowledge about international
law and financing. S S Modi,
a former GIDC official said,
“Business clusters began
taking shape in south Gujarat
and Saurashtra. The 1991

reforms brought in another
dimension with the domestic
market opening up for global
companies, whereas from the
2000s, one can see the shift
towards services from
conventional manufacturing,”
he said. What followed was
the first exercise to understand
what works for businesses
and why. While Gujarat has
been known for its business
acumen and wealth
generation for centuries, the
exercise raised an interesting
question: Can business or
entrepreneurship be ‘taught’?

“Earl ier, the
entrepreneurs were in their
late 30s with industry
exposure. Today, college
students in their 20s are
launching startups. Financing
has also become relatively
easier.”

Dust pollution sensors to be made mandatory
at construction sites in Ahmedabad?

AHMEDABAD: All
construction sites in the city
will now be required to install
dust pollution measuring
sensors that will provide real
time data to the civic body for
monitoring.

This was necessitated
after dust pollution (chiefly
PM10 or particles with
diameters of 10 micrometres
or less) from such sites has
given Ahmedabad the dubious
distinction of being among the
worst six cities in the country
on this parameter since 2017-
18, according to data provided
by the ministry of environment
and forests in the recent Lok
Sabha session.

“The new policy
mandates that sensors are
installed at the cost of the
developer with real time data
access to the AMC control
room,” said a senior official of
the town planning department.

Between January 2021
and November 2022,
according to the Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation , 452
construction sites were active
in the city. The AMC found
there were 128 sites where
construction was on were
5,000 square metres or less,
244 covering areas between
5,000 and 20,000 square
metres and 70 covering
20,000 to 50,000 square
metres.

While these sites were
adding floors, complaints from
residents were clogging the
AMC-CCRS complaint redress
system. Since 2017, there
were 41,878 complaints to the
AMC for dust pollution caused
by construction sistes, dry
waste on streets or poorly built
roads.

“Most of these
complaints were from the
Paldi, Navrangpura, Khadia

and Jamalpur areas. These
complaints numbered
between 1,179 and 1,878 in
Navrangpura Paldi, Shahpur,
Shahibaug, Dariapur and
Maninagar, while in Khadia
and Jamalpur the numbers
ranged from 1,879 to 3,079.

Last November, the AMC
drafted an 11-point bylaw for
construction sites to control
dust pollution. The town
planning department warned
that development permission
will be denied if sites fail to
comply with even one of these
rules. According to the rules,

builders have to ensure that
water is sprinkled on the site
every day, there is proper
covering with barricades and
temporary roads at the site
are paved. Builders will have
to ensure that trucks do not
spread mud on roads, and
their tyres are washed
properly. They must also
ensure that these vehicles
don’t damage footpaths and
roads. Developers will have to
provide proper housing for
labourers and ensure that
waste generated at the site is
disposed of properly.

Loudspeakers at
mosques:

Gujarat govt
ordered to reply

AHMEDABAD: The
Gujarat high court on
Wednesday ordered the state
government to file a reply over
a PIL seeking a ban on the use
of loudspeakers for reciting
azan in mosques.

The bench of Acting
Chief Justice A J Desai and
Justice Biren Vaishnav has
sought a reply from the state
government on the issue by
June 12 and posted further
hearing on June 19. This
happened after advocate D G
Shukla, who appears for
Bajrang Dal leader Shaktisinh
Zala, complained that the high
court had sought a reply from
the government on this PIL
last year, but there has been
no response from the
government.

Dr Dharmendra
Prajapati, who runs a hospital
in Sector 5C in Gandhinagar,
filed a PIL in January 2022,
complaining that the muezzin
at the mosque in his
neighbourhood uses
loudspeaker five times a day
to recite azan though not
many persons turn up to offer
prayers.

He further claimed that
loudspeakers caused great
inconvenience and
disturbance for people living
nearby. He contended that
people have a right to peace
and tranquillity and demanded
a prohibition on loudspeakers
in mosques across the state.

Three months later, the
doctor withdrew from the
litigation claiming he had
received a threat from a
specific section of society.
Then, after getting to know of
the doctor's withdrawal, the
Bajrang Dal leader requested
the high court to allow him to
be part of the litigation.

Meanwhile, the HC
posted the next hearing on
June 20 on another PIL that
seeks to restrain noise
pollution created by DJ trucks
during processions.

Ahmedabad
woman throws

baby from 9th floor
AHMEDABAD: A 25-

year-old woman killed her
newborn child by throwing it
from the toilet window of her
house on the ninth floor of an
apartment in Chandkheda on
Wednesday morning.

Police said Shivani
Jaiswal, a resident of Skywalk
Apartment, delivered the baby
boy in the bathroom of her
house around 8am on
Wednesday. The woman, who
works with a tour operator in
the city, killed the baby to
escape the stigma of being an
unmarried mother, said police
officers.

Jaiswal has been
arrested for murder and
destruction of evidence.

Chandkheda Inspector V
S Vanzara said she had
returned from an official tour
to Tashkent in Uzbekistan on
Tuesday.

"Jaiswal returned as her
three-month visa was coming
to an end. She told cops she
was unaware that she was
pregnant. Late on Tuesday,
she experienced abdominal
pain and felt the urge to
urinate frequently," said
Vanzara.He added, "Jaiswal
said she began bleeding
severely on Wednesday
morning. She wrote off the
heavy bleeding as an effect of
not having had her periods for
several months. Around 8am,
she went to the toilet, where
she delivered the baby. She
removed one of the glass slats
from the jalousie window in
the toilet and threw out the
newborn," said Vanzara.

Some residents of the
flat found the baby's body and
contacted the police."During
the investigation, we found
blood spots on a foyer on the
first floor where the newborn
fell before dropping to the
ground floor. When we
checked the flats, we found
blood stains on the outer wall
of the toilet of Jaiswal's
house," said Vanzara.Cops
checked the houses and found
blood stains inside Jaiswal's
toilet.

Dummy candidate racket: AAP leader Yuvrajsinh
Jadeja 'falls ill,' given time till April 21

RAJKOT: High drama
was witnessed in Bhavnagar,
the epicenter of the despicable
dummy candidate racket, on
Wednesday when AAP leader
and vociferous education
activist Yuvrajsinh Jadeja, was
summoned for questioning by
the special investigation team.

A day after releasing a
video promising to cooperate
with the probe, Jadeja failed
to appear before the cops
citing ill health, and sought 10
more days. Jadeja, who is
under scanner for allegedly
demanding money for not
revealing a few names,
reached the city in the
morning to report in the
special operations group
(SOG) office by 12 noon.

He addressed the
media too and reiterated full
support and cooperation in the
investigation. Jadeja also
announced that he would first
offer prayers at a temple a km
away from SOG office and
then reach on foot.

To maintain law and
order, police barricaded the
entire SOG office, banned the
entry of outsiders including
media, and deployed heavy
bandobast. Even as senior
police officers kept waiting for
him, Jadeja suddenly
conveyed a message that he
had fallen ill and would not be
able to come for questioning.

Jadeja was issued
summons under CrPC 161
asking him to appear before
the SIT on Wednesday as he
has constantly been claiming
to have crucial information
about more dummy
candidates.

Police then issued fresh
summons asking Jadeja to
appear before SIT on April 21.
Officials said they have given
him one more opportunity as
per the principle of natural
justice.

Meanwhile, Bhavnagar
police claimed to have
collected primary evidence of
financial translation against
Jadeja. Addressing the media,
Bhavnagar range inspector
general of police (IGP),
Gautam Parmar, said, "There
are some allegations against
Jadeja regarding financial
translations. Police
investigated the facts
presented by his aide Bipin
Trivedi and we issued the
summons after collecting the
evidence." Regarding Jadeja's
arrest, Parmar said, "We will
take a decision after
questioning him." Trivedi was
interrogated by the police for
the last few days. It is believed
that he was the mediator
between Jadeja and some
accused in the racket
regarding some suspicious
financial transactions.

Tuition teacher, 55-year-old
man arrested in 2 rape cases

Surat: Two separate
offences of rape were
registered in Surat city on
Monday. In one case, a 16-
year-old girl was allegedly
raped by her tuition teacher
who also works with a Hazira-
based multi-national company
(MNC). The second case was
of a 23-year-old woman with
learning disability who was
allegedly raped multiple times
over the past year by her
father’s friend aged 55 years.
The woman is currently
pregnant. In both cases, the

accused have been arrested
and are being questioned.

Ichhapore police arrested
Arun Verma (37), who works
as a deputy manager with an
MNC, for allegedly raping a
Class 12 student who took
tuition from him. Verma
taught her English language
along with other subjects.

According to police,
Verma allegedly lured the girl
with a job offer and took her
to his house where he raped
her. “Verma is separated
from his wife. He also made

a video of the act and also
shared it with his friend. The
girl’s family came to know
about the incident after
Verma shared the video,” said
a police officer.

In the second case, police
arrested 55-year-old Navin
Dawara for allegedly raping
his fr iend’s 23-year-old
daughter. The woman is now
six months pregnant. Police
said that after a medical
examination, the doctors
concluded that abortion was
not possible at this stage.

Police said that Dawara
used to rape the woman
when she was alone at home.
“DNA from the fetus will be
taken to ascertain who is the
father of the child,” said a
police officer. The second
case was of a 23-year-old
woman with learning
disability who was allegedly
raped multiple times over the
past year by her father’s
friend aged 55 years. The
woman is currently pregnant.

Expedite bail hearings: Gujarat
high court instructs magistrates

AHMEDABAD: The
Gujarat high court on Tuesday
mandated the lower judiciary,
especially judicial magistrates
and court staff, for immediate
hearing of bail applications
once they are presented at
judge’s residence on holidays
or late on working days.

A circular issued by the
HC reads, “Concrete efforts
should be made by all
concerned to ensure that no
bail application is delayed in
hearing or disposal for the
reason of any CIS (Central
Information System)
registration formalities.”

The HC issued guidelines
for quick registration and
hearing of bail pleas when
they are presented beyond
court hours, particularly at a
judge’s residence.

The circular is for quick
registration of bail applications
at Central Filing Centre and
for forwarding them to the
court concerned instantly.

Deployment of adequate
staff is mandated for
registration of bail
applications. It says that when
a bail application is presented
before the judge at his
residence or on holidays, the
judge must proceed quickly
without delay. The formalities
regarding registration of bail
plea and feeding information
in CIS should be done on the
next working day.

Air fare, hotel cost up 40%, but travel sentiment
upbeat for globetrotters from Gujarat

AHMEDABAD: Air fares
have skyrocketed, and hotels
have gotten more expensive,
raising holiday package costs
by a good 40%. This is not
deterring globetrotters from
Gujarat who are intent on
taking a vacation this summer
and travel companies' cash
registers are ringing away.
Estimates from travel agents
and tour operators suggest
that summer vacation
bookings are up by 30% this
year, for domestic and
international travel. "Airfares
to Europe and the US have
nearly doubled. For other
sectors airfares have risen by
40% to 60%. Hotel tariffs have
also shot up. Yet, demand
persists. Traction for Europe
is very high this time, even
while packages have become

costlier," said Manish Sharma,
chairman of the Gujarat
chapter of the Travel Agents'
Federation of India (TAFI).
This summer, travellers are
flocking to places such as
Europe, the US, Canada, New
Zealand, Australia, Vietnam,
Cambodia, Mauritius,
Malaysia, Singapore and
Thailand for international
holidays. Scandinavian
countries, Eastern Europe and
Turkey are also preferred
destinations. In India, northern
destinations such as Jammu
and Kashmir, Ladakh,
Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand are a hit. People
are also flocking to north-
eastern states for summer
holidays. Industry estimates
show that the summer travel
industry in Gujarat - domestic

and international - is worth at
least Rs 2,500 crore.

"Bookings would have
been far higher if there were
no visa delays. Currently,
people who want to travel to
Europe or the US are finding
it difficult to get visa
appointments in time," said
Anuj Pathak, president of the
Tour Operators' and Travel
Agents' Association of Gujarat
(TAG). "One client who is
scheduled to travel on April
25, has yet to get their visa
appointment for Europe," he
added. The rush is so high that
hotels at many popular
domestic destinations are fully
booked. "Travellers are finding
it difficult to find hotels as
most three-star and above
properties are fully booked.
Though customers are willing
to pay more, availability is a
problem," said Ankit Bajaj, the
owner of an Ahmedabad-
based travel company.
Estimates from travel agents
and tour operators suggest
that summer vacation
bookings are up by 30% this
year, for domestic and
international travel.

"Airfares to Europe and the
US have nearly doubled. For
other sectors airfares have
risen by 40% to 60%.

Ahmedabad Metro Phase II
trial run likely in June

GANDHINAGAR: The
trial run of Phase II of the
Ahmedabad metro project,
which will connect Ahmedabad
with Gandhinagar, the state
capital, is expected to start in
June or July this year.

According to top sources
in the Gujarat Metro Rail
Corporation, work on the last
stretch of Phase II is currently
on. The stretch connecting
Sector 1 in Gandhinagar to
Mahatma Mandir in Corridor
1 is yet to be completed while
work on Corridor 2 of the
second phase is over.

Corridor 1 will cover a
distance of 22.8km from

Motera stadium to Mahatma
Mandir, while Corridor 2 will
cover 5.4km from GNLU to
GIFT City. The two corridors
comprise Phase II of the
Ahmedabad metro rail project
which will cover 28.2km and
have 22 stations. Sources said
the remaining portion of
Corridor 1 will pass from near
the Sachivalaya, Akshardham,
Sector 16, and end at
Mahatma Mandir.

Officials said that the
trial run on 20.8km of Phase
II of the project is expected in
June or July this year, while
the trial run on the remaining
7.4-km stretch from Sector 1

to Mahatma Mandir is likely to
be conducted in December.

“We expect to conduct
trial runs of Phase II of the
Ahmedabad metro project by
June or July this year. Once the
trial runs are over and the
necessary infrastructure is
ready, the metro rail
connecting Ahmedabad and
Gandhinagar, along with GIFT
City, is likely to become
operational within a few
months,” the official said.

Phase II of the project
is expected to cost Rs 5,384
crore. The work on the second
phase of the project began in
January 2021.

Gujarat high court asks govt to
respond to PIL on sewer deaths

AHMEDABAD: The
Gujarat high court on Tuesday
asked the state government to
file an affidavit regarding the
deaths of sanitation workers
who were made to enter
sewers, and on compensation
paid to their kin.

The bench of acting
Chief Justice A J Desai and
Justice Biren Vaishnav sought
the government’s response to
an application seeking
express directions that no
sanitation worker be made to
enter a manhole, and to
employ mechanized systems
to clean sewers.

The PIL was filed a few
years ago by an NGO, Manav
Garima, demanding proper
implementation of orders
prohibiting manual
scavenging, as the central
government enacted a law to
put an end to such inhuman
working conditions decades
ago.

Advocate S H Iyer
submitted that even while the
PIL was pending, many people
died after being made to enter
manholes. Three deaths have

occurred after he filed an
application demanding an
urgent hearing. While people
have died, compensation has
not been paid despite express
directions from the Supreme
Court, for Rs 10 lakh to be paid
to the kin of such workers.

Iyer also complained
that mandatory provisions of
the law regarding registration
of FIRs and acting against
such employers are not
properly followed. Seeking
directions for criminal action
against those responsible, he
apprised the court of a case
of sewer deaths in Rajkot,
where a co-worker of the
deceased was named as the
accused in the FIR. The co-
worker, in fact, had tried to
save the deceased and
drowned in the attempt.

It was also submitted
that the minister responsible
recently admitted that ever
town and village does not have
equipment that would enable
keeping sanitation workers out
of manholes. The government
should have this, as it has
been taxing the people for it.


