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Battalion 609 gets green signal from Censor

Members of Finland Chamber of Commerce
in Indiaconvene their first meeting in Delhi

Ahmedabad:
The
Members of the Finland
Chamber of Commerce in
India (FINCHAM) convened
their first plenary session on
December 13th, 2018 at the
Embassy of Finland in New
Delhi. The Meeting was well
attended by members,
including the honorary
members - Her Excellency, Ms.
Nina Vaskunlahti, Ambassador
of Finland in India, Mr. Mikko
Potsonen,
Counsellor,

Embassy of Finland, andMr.
Jukka Holappa, Commercial
Counsellor, Business Finland.
Commenting on the
occasion, Mr. Neeraj Sharma,
Chairman, FINCHAM and
Managing Director &
President, Wärtsilä India
reiterated the role of
FINCHAM being an organized
platform to discuss and
identify common issues
regarding economic and
trade interests. (19-10)

Maharashtra CM, and Sports
Minister, declare KIYG 2019 open

The Prime Minister of Norway, Ms. Erna Solberg calling on the President, Shri Ram Nath
Kovind, at Rashtrapati Bhavan, in New Delhi on January 08, 2019.

PM to launch several development projects in Solapur tomorrow

Ahmedabad: Pune, the
cultural and technology
capital of Maharashtra, said
"Suswagatam" in a traditional
manner to the Khelo India
Youth Games (KIYG) 2019
with a ceremony that was
splashed with the pulsating
rhythms of the state, its
gripping culture and famously
colourful outlook to life.

Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis and Union
Minister of State for Sports Col
Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore
received the virtual torch
before the latter joined
athletes in taking the pledge
as the Games were declared
open at the Shiv Chatrapati
Sports Complex here on
Wednesday evening. (19-10)

Initiatives like Khelo India will create
Olympic winners for India, says Sushil Kumar

The Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi will visit
Solapur in Maharashtra
tomorrow. He will launch
several development projects
and lay foundation stones for
various Projects.
Giving a boost to road
transport and connectivity in,
the Prime Minister will
dedicate to the nation Four
Laned Section of Solapur Tuljapur - Osmanabad of NH211 (New NH-52). The four
laning of Solapur Osmanabad highway will help
improve the connectivity of
Solapur, with the important
Marathwada region of
Maharashtra.
Prime Minister will lay
foundation Stone of 30,000

houses under Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana. These will
primarily benefit poor
homeless people like rag
pickers, rickshaw drivers,
textile
workers,beedi
workers, etc. The total cost
of the project is Rs.1811.33
crores, out of which total 750
crores will be provided by
Central & State Government
as assistance.
In keeping with his vision
of Swachh Bharat, the Prime
Minister will dedicate to the
nation
Underground
Sewerage System, and three
Sewage Treatment Plants in
Solapur. This will increase the
sewer coverage of the town
and improve sanitation in the
city. It will replace the existing

Alpha College won the championship Trophy
at GTU Gandhinagar Zone Cricket Tournament

Pune: India's only
individual double Olympic
medallist, wrestler Sushil
Kumar is convinced that
initiatives like the Khelo India
Youth Games have the
potential to unearth and
create medal winners on the
international stage for the
country.
Here in Pune to attend
the opening ceremony of
KIYG 2018, a fit and trimlooking Sushil said, "Such

events will give our young
athletes the feeling and
exposure of international
events. This can only help
India find and mould talent
that can shine at the top
level.
"Games like these create
the atmosphere we find at
top international events, and
to get that opportunity at
their age and at home itself
is a great opportunity for the
young athletes. (19-10)

Southeast Asia's leading exhibitions
is now under one common name

Ahmedabad: Indian
Ceramics and Ceramics Asia
will be known as Indian
Ceramics Asiafrom now
o n w a r d s . B o t h
organizers,Messe Muenchen
India and Unifair Exhibition
Service
began
its
collaboration in 2016 to
organize Indian Ceramics and
Ceramics Asia together at the
same time. Over the years,
the collaboration proved to be
highly successful as it
benefitted all ceramic
industry stakeholders.
Building on the strong

foundation, the show has
taken a new strategic
direction by combining the
names of the exhibitions to
become one single brand
entity. The newly named
Indian Ceramics Asia, along
with its new logo, will be the
co-owned brand of Messe
Muenchen India and Unifair
Exhibition Service. (19-8)

Committee headed by Shri M.P. Bezbarauah
to submit report within 6 months

Government has notified
the High Level Committee
(HLC) for implementation of
Clause 6 of Assam Accord.
Committee has been given a
broad mandate. It is headed
by Shri M.P. Bezbarauah and
includes eminent Assamese
persons from different fields.
The Committee will submit its
report within 6 months from
the date of notification. The
State Government of Assam
will provide necessary

administrative and logistic
support to the Committee.
The Committee will
examine the effectiveness of
actions taken since 1985 to
implement Clause 6 of the
Assam Accord.
The Committee will hold
discussions with various
stakeholders including social
organizations, legal and
constitutional experts, eminent
persons from the field of art,
culture and literature.

Sankalchand Patel College of
Engineering and Technology
hosted GTU Gandhinagar Zone
Cricket Tournament. In which,
Alpha College of Engineering
and Technology won the finals.
In this Cricket Tournament Alpha
College of Engineering and
Technology,
Shree
Swaminarayan Institute of
Technology (SSIT)- Bhat,
Government Engineering
College- Patan, Smt. S. R. Patel
Engineering College (SRP)Unjha, Government Engineering
College- Palanpur, Hansaba
College- Siddhpur, Government
Engineering College- Modasa,

Shankarsingh
Vaghela
Institute,
Gandhinagar
Institute Of Technology etc.
colleges of GTU participated.
Alpha College (Degree) and
Shankarsingh
Vaghela
Institute(SVBIT) reached in the
finals of this Cricket Tournament
and Alpha College won by 8
wickets. In the final match,
Shankarsingh Vaghela Institute
(SVBIT) won the toss and
elected to bat. In 16.2 over
SVBIT scored 86 runs in loss of
10 wickets. Alpha College scored
89 runs in loss of just 2 wickets
in 10.4 over and won the
Championship Trophy. (19-10)

Kickstart of the first ever U-13
All Girls Delhi School League
In a bid to galvanize
women's football in India,
the National Alliance for
Women's Football in India
has been set up by
CEQUIN, an NGO that
promotes gender equality.
CEQUIN has partnered with
alliance members Football
Delhi
(the
State
Association) and Delhi
Dynamos FC, to address the
dearth of opportunities for
young school girls to play
football competitively at the
Delhi state level.
The first edition of the
Under-13 School League
has been organized with
the
enthusiastic
participation of 32 school
teams. 10 of these teams

a r e fr o m g o ve r n m e n t
schools (who have been
trained by CEQUIN), while
the rest are from private
schools, making this a truly
inclusive initiative. (19-10)

system and also connect to
the trunk sewers being
implemented under AMRUT
Mission.
The Prime Minister will
also lay foundation stone of
the Combined Project of
Improvement in Water
Supply and Sewerage
System, as part of Area Based
Development in Solapur
Smart City, Augmentation of
Drinking Water Supply from
Ujani Dam to Solapur City and
Underground Sewerage
System under AMRUT
Mission. The sanctioned cost
of the project is Rs. 244 Cr
under Smart City Mission.
This project is expected to
bring significant improvement
in service delivery and

Prime Minister of
Norway calls on
the President
Ms Erna Solberg, the Prime

Minister of Norway, called on
the President of India, Shri Ram
Nath Kovind, at Rashtrapati
Bhavan today (January 8,
2019). Welcoming the
Norwegian Prime Minister to
India, the President said that
India and Norway share warm
and friendly relations. As two
vibrant democracies, with deep
respect for the rule of law,
cultural diversity and human
rights, we are natural partners.
The President said that IndiaNorway bilateral trade has been
growing but there is potential
for expansion. Energy, IT, health
and technology sectors present
opportunities. Norwegian
capability in shipping, port
management, fishing, defence
and energy is globally known.
India seeks Norwegian
partnerships in these areas to
support its own programmes
such as Make in India, Smart
Cities, Clean India, Start-up
India and the Sagarmala
project.

Ahmedabad: The URI
Attacks gathered a lot of
media attention in 2016 and
the topic is yet a hot favorite
topic
of
discussion.
Forthcoming Film Battalion
609 is based on the incident
that happened in Kashmir
and the aftermath that shook
the world. The movie has
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
as an integral part of the
script and actor K.K Shukla
who in this movie is
portraying the character of
Modi ji and the entire team
of Battalion 609 was

overwhelmed when the
censor board gave justice to
their creative work, the movie
is now all set to conquer the
screens all over India, Dubai
and Oman by Big Curtains
Media.
Prasoon Joshi who is the
current Chairperson of the
Central Board of Film and has
made a mark for himself in
field of advertising and
Bollywood, believes in giving
right kind of creative space
to film makers so that proper
justice can be done with the
script. (13-9)

improve public health
enabled by technology as a
means to create smart
outcomes for citizens.
He will also address a
public gathering in
the city. This is Prime
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, DEPARTMENT OF SPACE, SPACE APPLICATIONS CENTRE (SAC),
CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE GROUP (CMG), CIVIL & ELECTRICAL DIVISION,
Minister’s second visit
JODHPUR TEKRA, AMBAWADI VISTAR P.O., AHMEDABAD - 380015 Ph. No: (079) 26914909 / 12/
26/01, , Fax No: (079) 26915800.
to the city. In his
earlier visit on 16
Corrigendum No: 1 DATED 08.01.2019
Name of work: Supply instalation Testing and commissioning of Aspiration Type Smoke detector (Early detecAugust 2014, he laid
tion
foundation stone for
type) at Bldg.52 MRS clean Room, Bldg. 38 Clean Room, bldg, 47-B Clean Room, PPNF Chamber room, Bldg.39
Thermovac chamber clean room etc. at SAC Campus Ahmedabad.
four laning of Solapur
E-Tender Notice No. SAC/CMG/C&ED/EL/M/67/2018-19 Dt: 13.12.2018
Approximate Estimated Cost - R 65.77 Lakhs. Period of Completion - One Year
- Maharashtra /
The last date for sale period bid clarification, last date of online submission & opening of technical bid of tenders are modified as
follows:
Karnataka Border
SI.
Date Ravised as per this
Dates As per NIT
Description
section of NH 9 and
No.
corrigendum No: 1
From 21.12.2018 at 10.01 hrs to
From 21.12.2018 at 10.00 Hrs to
1 Period during which the tender document
dedicated 765 kV
can be download
28.12.2018 up to 17.00 Hrs.
16.01.2019 up to 17.00 Hrs
23.01.2019 upto 14.30 Hrs
2 Last date and time for uploading of
Solapur - Raichur
03.01.2019 upto 14.30 Hrs.
tenders
3 Due date and time of opening of
08.01.2019 at 15.00 hrs (Technical & 25.01.2019 at 15.00 Hrs (Technical &
power transmission
tenders
commercial bid)
commercial bid)
line.
All other conditions stipulated in the above NIT will remain unaltered.
Group Director,CMG/SAC
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100 private jets to
States can now opt for
uniform exam format touch down in Ahmedabad
(H.S)AHMEDABAD: In
January 2018, the chairpersons of 29 state public service commissions had met in
Goa, for the 20th national
conference of chairpersons of
state public service commissions (PSCs) and had resolved to introduce a model
civil service examination
scheme and syllabus for all
PSC exams across India.
The ‘model syllabus’ has
now been uploaded on a
website called ‘Lokseva’ and
each state must independently decide whether to adopt
it.
The proposed syllabus
scheme has recommended
doing away with the optional
subject in the ‘mains exam’
of PSC exams. The model was
prepared by a special subcommittee under the chairmanship of Gujarat Public
Service Commission (GPSC)
chairman Dinesh Dasa. The
committee also included the
former chairman of the West
Bengal PSC, Dr Subhrangsu
Chatterji, and the chairman
of the Meghalaya PSC, L M
Sangma.
The sub-committee con-

cluded that ideally, the preliminary examination should
have two papers and the
main examination should
consist of six papers — two
language papers, an essay
paper and three general
study papers.
“The model exam pattern
and uniform syllabus will reduce anxiety among aspirants

as they can focus more on
knowledge or domain expertise rather than on the pattern of the exam in question,”
says Dasa.
A nine-member standing
committee, representing 29
state PSCs, met in Shillong,
Meghalaya on May 27, 2017,
where on the advice of Union Public Service Commis-

sion (UPSC) chairman Prof
David Syiemlieh and Prof
Ghanta Chakrapani, chairman
of the standing committee
and the Telangana Public
Service Commission, the
committee resolved to “bringing uniformity to state civil
service exams across the
country latest by 2019”.
In the draft form, the
model syllabus, in its concept
note states, “The common
syllabus will help candidates
from various states get
through the UPSC civil service examination easily, as
candidates will not have to
prepare separately for the
state PSC and UPSC examinations.”
A senior GPSC official
says, “The proposed draft is
in line with the UPSC examination, while retaining regional diversity by giving due
importance to state-specific
topics, which are history, culture, geography, economy
and other relevant subjects.
The GPSC adopted the
model syllabus and exam
scheme in March, 2017 and
even completed the recruitment process in 363 days.

Shell buys Total out of Hazira in
quest of bigger India LNG market pie

AHMEDABAD : Royal
Dutch Shell on Wednesday
said it has acquired French oil
major Total SA's 26% stake
in the venture for importing
gas in ships at Gujarat’s
Hazira, a move many see as
the green shoot of consolidation in the expanding Indian
gas market.
The completion of the acquisition, which was first announced in August last year,
raises Shell’s ownership in the
venture to 100%,” the company said without giving details of the deal size.
The Hazira project has an
LNG (liquefied natural gas)
terminal with a capacity to
handle 5 million tonne of gas
per year and an associated
port. Hazira LNG operates the
LNG regassification terminal
and Hazira Port manages the

direct-berthing multi-cargo
port.
Total’s exit from the Shell
venture and its recent tie-up
with the Gujarat-based edible
oils-to-infrastructure and energy giant Adani group for
LNG project and gas/fuel retail business makes the deal
with Shell as the first consolidation in the market, sparked
by India’ expanding gas market and hopes of pricing reforms.
The government is driving
hard to raise the share of
clean-burning natural gas in
the energy basket from 6 to
15% in the next few years by
expanding city gas projects
and converting public transport in ever-increasing
number of cities. Several LNG
import projects are currently
at varying stages of imple-

mentation to meet this demand.
With 100% ownership in
the Hazira project, Shell
hopes to build a gas value
chain for Indian consumers
by sourcing LNG from its global LNG portfolio at competitive rates, regassifying it at
the Hazira facility and marketing it. “It further enables
Shell to contribute towards
India's long-term need for
more and cleaner energy solutions,” the company said.
Total is keen on investing
in the fast-growing gas market in India and finds Adani a
suitable partner due to its
presence in city gas and LNG
projects. Adani holds 25%
stake in the 5 million a year
LNG terminal at Mundra and
is building a similar capacity
terminal at Dhamra in Odisha

at a cost of Rs 5,100 crore.
Shell’s Hazira project, constructed 15 years back with
a capacity of 2.5 million tonne
LNG that was later expanded
to 5 million tonne, was India’s
single-largest energy FDI at
the time for India. Total had,
in March 2004 picked up the
26% stake.Royal Dutch Shell
on Wednesday said it has acquired French oil major Total
SA's 26% stake in the venture for importing gas in ships
at Gujarat’s Hazira, a move
many see as the green shoot
of consolidation in the expanding Indian gas market.
The completion of the acquisition, which was first announced in August last year,
raises Shell’s ownership in the
venture to 100%,” the company said without giving details of the deal size.

His grandchildren
dead, ‘dada’ gifts ground
AHMEDABAD/VADODARA
: As Mahesh Thakkar, 71, enters the playground in
Bhagwannagar Society in
Isanpur, 10-odd kids run up
to him and greet him with the
cries of ‘Jai Shree Krishna
dada!’ Their eyes light up at
the prospect of getting chocolates. Thakkar is ‘dada’,
grandfather in Gujarati, for
60-odd children of the society.
“Ever since I lost my
grandchildren — Dhyey, 11,
and Kunj, 7 — in an accident
in 2009, these children have
become my extended family,”
said Thakkar, a resident of the
same society. “They give me
the reason to forget the decade-old tragedy for a while.”
They give me the reason
to forget the decade-old tragedy for a while.
Thakkar and his wife
Smita have turned three plots
— spread over an area of 700
var (6,300 sq mt) — in their
society into a playground for
children, complete with
swings, slides, and other features. On occasions such as
Janmashtami, August 15, and
January 26, the ground turns
into a field for competition for
kids that ends with a feast
from the Thakkars.
park 2Thakkar is ‘dada’,
grandfather in Gujarati, for
60-odd children of the society
Thakkars’ lives turned
topsy-turvy in October 2009
when Thakkar got to know
that the bus in which his son
Chirag, daughter-in-law
Sarla, and the grandchildren

were travelling from Leh with
six others had plunged into a
500 feet gorge.
“Chirag and I used to run
an engineering firm, supplying specialized equipment for
dams in Gujarat,” said
Thakkar. “Full of life, he
wanted us to shift to
Nehrunagar and we had
bought a bungalow. Dhyey
wanted to crack the UPSC
exams and Kunj just wanted
me to stay at home so that
we could play. But fate did not
want the story to proceed.”
After the accident, the
couple was engulfed by grief.
So they decided to open their
hearts and the plots for society ’s children. The area
doesn’t have a public garden
in a 2km radius and thus the
playground which can also
turn into an event venue was
agreed upon by the couple.
The couple also distributes
notebooks to city schools and

mangalsutras during mass
weddings in remembrance of
the departed family members.
Shlok Patel, 7, is a regular
visitor to the ground where
he plays cricket with his
friends after enjoying a stint
on the swing. His father
Abhinav said that as the kids
stay put in the society to play,
their worry as parents is mitigated. “They also get the
much needed physical activity, which is difficult to engage
in these days because public
spaces in the city are shrinking,” he said.
The ground, which now
costs over a couple of crores,
has attracted many eyes, admits Thakkar. “Recently, a
doctor approached us with a
good offer. But we turned it
down as we did not buy it for
profit,” said Thakkar. “My
daughter can take the decision on its fate but I have

made it clear that till we are
alive, we will not like to part
with the ground which helps
us envision, even if only for a
couple of hours, my grandsons in these kids.”“Chirag
and I used to run an engineering firm, supplying specialized equipment for dams
in Gujarat,” said Thakkar. “Full
of life, he wanted us to shift
to Nehrunagar and we had
bought a bungalow. Dhyey
wanted to crack the UPSC
exams and Kunj just wanted
me to stay at home so that
we could play. But fate did not
want the story to proceed.”
After the accident, the
couple was engulfed by grief.
So they decided to open their
hearts and the plots for society’s children. The area
doesn’t have a public garden
in a 2km radius and thus the
playground which can also
turn into an event venue was
agreed upon by the couple.

AHMEDABAD: With scores
of VVIPs scheduled to arrive
in the city for the Vibrant
Summit, to be held from
January 18-20, 100 private
jets are expected to land at
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International (SVPI) airport,
said state government
sources.
Private aircraft carrying
ministers and national and
international business delegates, among others, will
land at the city airport from
Thursday, January 17, a day
prior to the summit. State
government sources confirmed that some heads of
states and industrialists and
ministers from several countries will attend the summit.
“Leaders from Malta, Denmark, Czech Republic,
Rwanda and Uzbekistan will
attend the summit,” said
Rajkumar Beniwal, the managing director of iNDEXTb.
State government officials
said that 80 private jets had
arrived at the city airport during the 2017 edition of the

summit.
The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) has received requests for accommodating
these private aircraft. Manoj
Gangal, the director of SVPI
airport, said: “There is space
to accommodate some 33 aircraft at the city airport. Since
additional private jets will be
coming in, some of them will

be kept at the city airport
while the rest will be accommodated at nearby airports.”
Aircraft operating around
10 non-scheduled flights will
be accommodated at SVPI airport, said Captain Ajay
Chauhan, director of civil aviation, the Government of
Gujarat.“Additional arrangements for parking of the re-

maining aircraft have been
made at nearby airports including Udaipur, Vadodara,
Rajkot and Bhavnagar,” he
said.Well-placed sources in
AAI said that some additional
aircraft parking bays are also
being planned at the SVPI airport which will help accommodate some 19 aircraft, and will
be readied by March this year.

Six Morbi firms
evade Rs 125 crore tax
AHMEDABAD/RAJKOT:
The investigation of Rajkot
income tax commissionerate
has unearthed a massive Rs
125-crore tax evasion by six
companies of a major ceramic
group of Morbi.
During the raid, the income tax sleuths unearthed
a new modus operandi of
maintaining parallel book of
accounts using a specific software by these companies.
The amount of tax evasion is
expected to increase significantly as the investigation
progresses.
The tax evasion has been
unearthed after a sevenmonth long recce during
which the investigators found
that the company was maintaining parallel book of accounts for the past three
years. Last week, the sleuths
began search operation at 34
premises and surveys at four
premises of the ceramic
group. The business group
has widespread operations
across the country and is one
of the biggest exporters of
vitrified tiles in Morbi. The IT department found undis-

closed sale proceeds in books
of account to the tune of Rs
125 crore and unexplained
cash of Rs 4.89 crore seized,
top sources in the department told TOI.
“During searches, we
found that the companies
were maintaining parallel
books of accounts in a specific software, which was
seized. We also found
underinvoicing to the extent
of 25% to 30% and this was
confessed by the company
employees when their state-

NSUI prepares for
its
‘Behtar
Bharat
Abhiyan’

AHMEDABAD: The National Students Union of India (NSUI), the student wing
of the Congress, is busy
readying a list of issues plaguing the education system in
the state, which they will discuss during their “Behtar
Bharat Abhiyan” (Better India Campaign).
The NSUI has sought time
from Rahul Gandhi to visit the
state and be the part of the
Abhiyan, which will connect
with the the youth at various
colleges and universities. The
NSUI is likely to discuss issues
such as the senate election
at Gujarat University, which
have not been held for nearly
three years.
Among other issues are
the appointment of political
persons as vice-chancellors
and these VCs attending political functions. The NSUI has
also decided that during the
abhiyan, its leaders will discuss the setting up self-financed schools and colleges
in the state.
This is the first time the
NSUI is holding a campaign
to target first-time voters in
the state.
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ments were recorded,”
sources close to the development said.
Nearly 35 computers and
50 laptops containing data of
cash transactions are being
cloned to extract the data and
the amount of tax evasion is
expected to go much high
after the analysis of data is
completed.
Unearthing such a big
evasion in the current financial year has come a big relief to the department especially when the CBDT chair-

man has shot off a letter to
all the chief commissioners in
the county raising concerns
over lowest tax collection in
many years. Gujarat has been
given the target of Rs 56,000
crore tax collection in current
fiscal.
The department is preparing to launch prosecution proceedings against those persons found responsible under
section 276 (C ) (1) and 277
(A) of I-T act. The I-T has issued orders to freeze around
30 bank lockers of the company, its promoters and several employees who are under scanner.The investigation
of Rajkot income tax
commissionerate has unearthed a massive Rs 125crore tax evasion by six companies of a major ceramic
group of Morbi.During the
raid, the income tax sleuths
unearthed a new modus operandi of maintaining parallel book of accounts using a
specific software by these
companies. The amount of
tax evasion is expected to increase significantly as the investigation progresses.

