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AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND YEAR ENDED ON 31ST MARCH, 2023

(Rs. In Lacs)

NOTES
The above results was presented and adopted by Audit committee and Board of Directors meeting held on 10.05.2023
Figure of previous year / period are regroupded wherever necessary.
There being only one segment of business, above represents figures of one segment.
The  Company has no pending investor's complaints at the beginning and closing of the quarter.

QUARTER ENDED QUARTER ENDED YEAR ENDED

Sr Pa rticulars 31.03.2023 31.12.2022 31.03.2023

Audited Unaudited Audited

1 Tota l  Income Form Opera tions 284.23 322.81 1318.44

2

Net Profi t / (Loss ) for the period (before Tax,Exceptional  a nd or 

Extra ordina ry i tems#) -17.66 (-9.42) 32.96

3

Net Profi t / (Loss ) for the period (before Tax, a fter Exceptiona l  and or 

Extra ordina ry i tems#) -17.66 (-9.42) 32.96

4

Net Profi t / (Loss ) for the period (a fter Ta x, after Exceptiona l  a nd or 

Extra ordina ry i tems#) (-22.37) (-9.42) 28.25

5 Tota l  Comprensive Income for the period ( Compris ing (-22.37) (-9.42) 28.25

Profi t / Los s) for the period (After Ta x) and other Comprensive

Income (After Tax)

6 Equity Share Ca pita l 448.05 448.05 448.05

7 Res erve (Excluding Reva luation Reserve) a s  s hown in the 19.50 19.50 19.50

in the Audited Ba lance Sheet of previous yea r

8 Ea rning Per Sha re ( RS.10 Ea ch) for continuing a nd 

discountinued operations)

1) Bas ic (-0.50) (-0.21) 0.63

2) Di luted (-0.50) (-0.21) 0.63

Dr Bharati Pravin Pawar launches Phase-
III of Thalassemia Bal Sewa Yojana

APEDA organizes Global Millets
(Shree Anna) Conference

Launches Thalassemia Bal Sewa Yojana Portal
and releases Standard Treatment Guidelines for

Sickle Cell Anemia Disease

Dr Bharati Pravin Pawar,
Union Minister of State for
Health and Family Welfare
launched the third phase of
Thalassemia Bal Sewa Yojana
(TBSY) of the Health Ministry
which is being supported by
Coal India Limited as part of
their Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) initiative
to commemorate World
Thalassemia Day, here today.
She also launched the
Thalassemia Bal Sewa Yojana
Portal.  Shri Rajesh Bhushan,
Union Health Secretary, Shri
Anil Kumar Jha, Secretary,
Ministry of Tribal Affairs and
Dr Rajiv Bahl, Secretary,
Department of Health
Research were also present.

Thalassemia is an
inherited blood disorder that
causes a body to have less
hemoglobin than normal. The
Union Health Ministry has
been implementing the TBSY
since 2017 under the National
Health Mission (NHM) and had
recently completed its second
phase in March 2023. The Coal
India CSR-funded
Hematopoietic Stem Cell
Transplant (HSCT) program is
a unique initiative aimed at
providing a one-time cure
opportunity to underprivileged
Thalassemia patients who
have a matched sibling donor
but do not have the financial
resources to cover the cost of

the procedure. The program
has successfully completed
356 bone marrow transplants
for Thalassemia patients
across 10 empanelled
hospitals in India during the
two phases.

Dr Bharati Pravin Pawar
stated that “it is important to
enhance screening of the
disease, create more
awareness and counselling
opportunities, and also
increase treatment facilities to
fight blood disorders such as
Thalassemia and sickle cell
disease”. Urging various
stakeholders to come forward
and lend a helping hand for
strengthening the fight against
blood related disorders, she
stated that “Multi stakeholder
approach will help to mobilize
nationwide support for
awareness and treatment for
blood related disorders”.
Appreciating the efforts of
partner Ministries and other
stakeholders like CIL, she
encouraged them to continue
their efforts towards removing
stigmas and misconceptions
associated with such
hereditary diseases and
generate more awareness to
address the knowledge gap
surrounding sickle cell disease.
She congratulated Coal India
Limited (CIL) and
Thalassemics India for joining
the Union Health Ministry in

launching the third phase of
TBSY.

Dr Pawar also released the
Standard Treatment Workflow
for Sickle Cell Disease on the
occasion. This has been
developed by ICMR. The Union
Minister further highlighted the
need to take advantage of
various initiatives of the Union
Government for treatment of
diseases like sickle cell anemia
such as the e-Raktkosh portal
for blood transfusion
requirements and the network
of over 1.5 lakh Health and
Wellness Centres for
treatment and diagnostic care.

Shri Rajesh Bhushan,
Secretary (HFW) noted that
TBSY looks at the treatment
aspects of sickle cell disease.
He emphasized on the need
for bringing the disease under
the health systems approach
and focus on counselling and
other aspects as well. He also
highlighted the need for
bringing in multiple
stakeholders under the
initiative to spread awareness
and provide counselling. He
further informed that the
Union Health Ministry is
working on increasing the
facilities for providing tertiary
care to sickle cell patients
across the country.

Shri Anil Kumar Jha,
Secretary (MoTA) called the
inauguration of third phase of

the program an important
milestone towards eradicating
the disease completely. He
urged all stakeholders to
come together and include
other public and private sector
organizations towards
creating state-of-the-art
infrastructure for treatment of
sickle cell disease.

Dr Rajiv Bahl, Secretary
(DHR) stated that
Thalassemia is a preventable
disease if screened and
treated early. He highlighted
the need to increase capacity
for bone marrow transplants
and noted that ICMR is
working towards meeting
this capacity through the
support of organizations like
CIL.

The third phase of the
program will continue to
provide financial assistance
for a package cost of 10 lakhs
per HSCT, direct ly
transferred from CIL to the
institutions performing HSCT.
The program will benefit

underprivileged thalassemia
patients and those with
aplastic anemia, which is an
irreversible condition that
can be l i fe-threatening
without treatment. The
program has empaneled 10
reputed hospitals across
India, including AIIMS, New
Delhi;  CMC Vel lore;
Kokilaben Dhirubhai Ambani
Hospital, Mumbai; MCGM
Hospital, Mumbai; PGIMER,
Chandigarh; Rajiv Gandhi
Cancer Institute, New Delhi;
SGPGI, Lucknow; Narayana
Hrudayalaya, Bangalore;
CMC, Ludhiana and Tata
Medical Centre, Kolkata
among others.

CIL has created a web-
portal to empower online
applications for the conspire.
Patients will be able to get
to the development of their
application from enrollment
to c losure in real-t ime
through the entry. The
entrance is being propelled
alongside the 3rd stage of

the scheme. The program is
an excellent example of a
successful CSR initiative that
is making a real difference
in the lives of thalassemia
patients and their families
with hope that the third
phase of the scheme will
continue to bring hope and
relief to thalassemia patients
and their famil ies, and
contribute towards building a
healthier and more equitable
society. Shri Vishal Chauhan,
Joint Secretary, Health
Ministry, Dr Atul Goel, DGHS,
Dr Anil Kumar, Addl. DDG,
NBTC, Ms. Renu Chaturvedi,
Head, CSR, Coal India Limited,
Shri Deepak Chopra, President
Thalassemic India, Shri V K
Khanna, Vice-President,
Thalassemic India, Ms.
Shobha Tuli, Secretary,
Thalassemic India, Principal
Secretary and Mission
Directors of States/UTs and
senior officials of the Health
Ministry were also present on
the occasion.

India’s G20 Presidency: Third
Development Working Group Meeting

The first day of the 3rd
Development Working Group
(DWG) meeting began with an
engaging and insightful side
event on women-led
development, one of India’s
key G20 priority areas. The
event was organized by the
G20 Secretariat in partnership
with the Observer Research
Foundation (ORF).

The event, which took
place in Goa, featured keynote
addresses and interventions
by Samir Saran, President,
ORF; Debjani Ghosh,
President, NASSCOM;
Samantha Hung, Chief of
Gender Equality Thematic
Group, Asian Development
Bank; María Fernanda
Espinosa Garcés, Executive
Director, GWL Voices, and
Former President of the 73rd
session of the General
Assembly of the United
Nations; Charu Malhotra,
Managing Director, Primus
Partners; Baratang Miya,
Founder and CEO, Girlhype,
Women Who Code; Susan
Ferguson, Country
Representative, UN Women;
Kajal Ilmi, Founder, MD and
CEO at Aviom India Housing
Finance; Suranjali Tandon,
National Institute of Public
Finance and Policy; Vera
Helena Thorstensen, Head,
Centre for Global Trade and
Investment Studies, Brazil;
and Indian Navy Commander
Shazia Khan, Lieutenant
Commander Swati Bhandari,
Lieutenant Commander
Tavishi Singh, Lieutenant
Commander Disha Amrith,
Lieutenant Commander Roopa
and Lieutenant Commander
Dilna. The side event
commenced with an opening
address by Samir Saran, who
spoke on the need for not just
greater inclusion and
empowerment of women but
also new leadership that will
proliferate in the coming
decades. He mentioned that
the side event is an attempt
to bring people together to
think aloud to collectively
prepare for a future that will
create the enabling
environment that will allow for
the full and effective
participation of women as

active agents of change and
be lead as decision makers.

Emphasizing the need to
build generational equality,
Ministry of External Affairs
Joint Secretary Nagaraj Naidu
in his welcome address said
we must unlock women’s full
potential through a women-
led development approach. He
underlined that women’s
ability to participate equally in
the markets; their access to
and control over productive
resources, access to decent
work, control over their own
time, lives and bodies; and
increased voice, agency and
meaningful participation in
economic decision-making not
only spurs productivity and
economic growth, but is
essential to achieve peaceful
societies, realizing its full
human potential and
sustainable development. The
event started with a session
on “Women and Economy:
Emerging Sectors and the
Future of Work”, followed by
a spotl ight session on
“Women’s Leadership in the
Uniformed Services”, and
another on “Agents of
Change: Climate Resilience
and Food Systems”. The
session on “Women and
Economy: Emerging Sectors
and the Future of Work”
started with addresses by
Debjani Ghosh, President,
NASSCOM, and Samantha
Hung, Chief of Gender
Equality Thematic Group,
Asian Development Bank,
followed by a special address
by María Fernanda Espinosa
Garcés, Executive Director,
GWL Voices, and Former
President of the 73rd session
of the General Assembly of
the United Nations. This was
followed by a panel discussion
between Baratang Miya,
Founder and CEO, Girlhype,
Women Who Code; Susan
Ferguson, Country
Representative, UN Women;
Kajal Ilmi, Founder, MD and
CEO at Aviom India Housing
Finance, moderated by Charu
Malhotra, Managing Director,
Primus Partners.Stressing
that women-led development
is indeed a very significant
issue.

Path-breaking India-UAE CEPA
negotiated in just 88 days: DPIIT Secy

Sh. Rajesh Kumar Singh,
Secretary, Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) and
H.E Thani bin Ahmed Al
Zeoudi, UAE Minister of State
for Foreign Trade, jointly
inaugurated the events to
commemorate the f irst
anniversary of the entry into
force of the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) between
India and the UAE. Speaking
at the event, Sh. Rajesh
Kumar Singh highlighted how
the path-breaking India-UAE
CEPA, which was negotiated
in just 88 days, has become
a significant turning point in
the bi lateral economic
relations between the two
countries. For India, the CEPA
with UAE is the first in the
region and for UAE, it is their
first ever CEPA. Since the
entry into force of CEPA,
bilateral trade between India
and UAE has witnessed
tremendous growth of 20%
when compared to the
previous year. India’s exports
to the UAE also recorded a
remarkable growth of 12%,
reaching US $ 31.3 billion in
2022-2023. As part of the
CEPA celebrations, Sh.
Rajesh Kumar Singh
inaugurated the Kerala
Pavilion today at the Annual
Investment Meeting in Abu
Dhabi. He held meetings with
the senior leadership of Abu
Dhabi Investment Authority
and Mubadala, the top UAE
investors in India. Welcoming
the surge in investments from
the UAE to India, Sh. Rajesh
Kumar Singh invited both
companies to explore new
sectors for investing in India,
especially the renewable and
digital sectors. The UAE is

currently the seventh largest
investor in India with an
estimated investment of US$
18 billion.

Secretary, DPIIT will be
inaugurating the International
Jewellery Exposition Centre in
Dubai tomorrow. He will also
be the Chief Guest for a
multi-sectoral B-2-B event in
Dubai organised by the Gems
and Jewellery Export
Promotion Council (GJEPC)
tomorrow, in which around
100 companies from India and
UAE, including
representatives of various
Export Promotion Councils
(EPCs) are expected to
participate. The “CEPA –
Beyond Trade”
commemorative event
included food and fashion
pavilions, sharing of the
success stories of the historic
trade bonds between India
and the UAE and panel
discussions on future areas of
cooperation. The visit of
Secretary, DPIIT to UAE is his
first official trip abroad since
assumption of office in April
2023, indicating the
significance India attaches to
close relationship with UAE.
Speaking at the event, Sh.
Rajesh Kumar Singh
highlighted how the path-
breaking India-UAE CEPA,
which was negotiated in just
88 days, has become a
significant turning point in the
bilateral economic relations
between the two countries.
India’s exports to the UAE also
recorded a remarkable growth
of 12%, reaching US $ 31.3
billion in 2022-2023. As part of
the CEPA celebrations, Sh.
Rajesh Kumar Singh
inaugurated the Kerala Pavilion
today at the Annual Investment
Meeting in Abu Dhabi.

Vadodara teen on mission to
purge plastic from water bodies

VADODARA: He is just 17.
But Varun Saikia, a Barodian
has taken up a bid to free
water bodies across the globe
of plastic waste along with his
mate 'Flipper', a hi-tech
cleaning vessel. On a mission,
Varun recently got a patent
from the government for his
technological gadget. Flipper
doesn't just pick up plastic
waste but also simulates
pathways of the garbage from
rivers to the oceans! "I got the
patent for the technology I
developed from the
government. I want to employ
Flipper for a larger cause and
address plastic waste menace
that is harming aquatic lives
and polluting the water
bodies," Saikia, a student of
Navrachana Sama School, told
TOI. "Flipper can pick up
floating waste ranging from
150kg to 500 tonnes
depending on the size of the
vessel. The automated vessel
that runs on artificial
intelligence (AI) can operate
by itself or be attached to any
ship for picking up the waste,"
Saikia said. "Flipper has a
camera fitted that detects
plastic waste and picks it up.
The device on board also has
a system that identifies the
type of plastic waste it has

picked up and also logs the
spot. This way, we can have
data on the spots in the water
bodies where plastic waste is
found in large quantities,"
Saikia said. The youngster
recently got admission to
Carnegie Mellon University in
the US on a full scholarship.
Saikia has opted for
environmental engineering
degree as he wants to take his
project on a larger scale. "I
have already networked with
over 250 volunteers from
different countries in the
world. We meet online and I
suggest various ways to keep
the water bodies clean. I have
also taught some of them to
build the automatic water
cleaning machine," Saikia
added. The boy, who has also
floated a startup, is also in
talks with the state
governments of Gujarat,
Assam and Maharashtra to
provide this technology.

When asked what made
him design the Flipper, Varun
said, "I read about a whale
that died off the seacoast in
Thailand after consuming a lot
of plastic. I researched a bit
more and realised how non-
biodegradable waste is
damaging our water bodies
and aquatic life.

Under the visionary
leadership of Hon'ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi,
the Agricultural and Processed
Food Products Export
Development Authority
(APEDA), Ministry of
Commerce and Industry,
Government of India has
organized the Global Millets
(Shree Anna) Conference
today at Subramaniam Hall,
NASC Complex, Pusa Road,
New Delhi to stimulate the
exports of millets from India
and provide market linkage to
the producers. Around 100
Indian millet exhibitors from
different parts of the country
and around 100 international
buyers from various countries
like the USA, UAE, Kuwait,
Germany, Vietnam, Japan,
Kenya, Malawi, Bhutan, Italy
and Malaysia have been invited
to the Conference. This
conference provides an
excellent opportunity for trade

and networking among the
participants. APEDA requested
30 potential millet importing
countries to send their major
buyers for this conference to
visit the exhibition and travel
around the stalls of 100
exhibitors of unique products
of millets. Additionally the
details of all the millet
exhibitors under different
categories in the exhibition
area have been displayed
digitally through which the
importers can source millets
directly from this list of Indian
millet producers. The Virtual
Trade Fair (VTF) is operational
24X7 365 days wherein
exhibitors and buyers can
interact based on the products
displayed in the VTF. The
conference will also feature a
series of informative sessions,
including keynote, and
presentations in a digital
platform. These sessions will
focus on various aspects of

millet and its value-added
products, processing,
packaging, and export potential
providing valuable insights for
both exhibitors and buyers.
The event is expected to
generate a significant impact
on the millet industry, further
promoting its growth and
development in the global
market. The Conference
organised by APEDA provided
a platform for B2B meetings
between International and
National Buyers, Exporters,
Progressive Growers, FPOs of
millets to explore direct
marketing and export
opportunities for millets and its
value-added products. India’s
export of Millets is 64 million
USD in the year 2021-22.
There is an increase in export
of Millets by 12.5 % during the
period April-December 2023
as compared to the same
period last year. Export of
millets has witnessed a
change in paradigm in the last
decade. The major importing
countries were USA, Australia,
Japan, Belgium etc in 2011-12
which had been shifted to
Nepal (USD 6.09 million), UAE
(USD 4.84 million) and Saudi
Arabia (USD 3.84 million) in
2021-22. Kenya, Pakistan
were also among the potential
import destinations of India in
the last decade.
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BIR FINANCE PRIVATE LIMITED

NOTICE
In compliance with the Para 64, Requirement of Prior Public Notice about
change in management, of RBI Master Direction DNBR.PD.007/ 03.10.119/
2016 dated September 01, 2016 and other relevant Regulations.

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that the Board of Directors of BIR Finance
Private Limited, a company incorporated under the companies Act, 1956
and Registered with Reserve Bank of India vide Certificate Number B.01.00611
as a Non Deposit taking Non-Banking Finance Company having its Registered
office situated at 1, M.K. Bunglows, Koteshwar Gam, Opposite Swaminarayan
Gurukul, Gandhinagar – 382424, Gujarat is intended to appoint Mr. Jaikishan
Rameshlal Ambwani (DIN: 03592680) as Director of the Company for
Broadening Board Diversity to increase the efficiency of  business process
and business function.

The company has already obtained the prior approval for change of
Management from RBI, Ahmedabad vide letter No. AMD.DOS.RSG.NO.
S149/01-12-126/2023-24 dated 26th April, 2023.

Any clarification/Objection in this regard may be addressed to Department
of Supervision, Reserve Bank of India, 4th Floor, Riverfront House, Behind
H.K. Arts College, Between Gandhi and Nehru Bridge, Pujya Pramukh Swami
Marg (Riverfront Road – West), Ahmedabad – 380009, Gujarat and Registered
office of the Company situated at 1, M.K. Bunglows, Koteshwar Gam, Opposite
Swaminarayan Gurukul, Gandhinagar – 382424, Gujarat within 30 days from
the date of publication of this notice stating therein the nature of interest and
grounds of objection.

CIN: U67120GJ1985PTC085323
Reg Address: 1, M.K.Bunglows, Koteshwar Gam,

 Opposite Swaminarayan Gurukul, Gandhinagar 382424
E-mail: birfinance1985@gmail.com  Ph. No. 9426722324

For, BIR FINANCE PRIVATE LIMITED
Sd/-

AMOLAKSINGH RANJEETSINGH AHUJA
DIN: 03099323

Place: Ahmedabad

WHILE EXPATS FIND IT EASIER
TO SETTLE DOWN IN INDIA

Ahmedabad, International
citizens moving to India have
experienced a relatively high
level of ease when it comes
to settling in the country, finds
new HSBC research that
delves into factors that enable
people to settle down in a new
country and feel a sense of
belonging.  Of the expats who
have relocated to India, 80%
said they settled into the host
country in less than a year -
with it taking on average 7.4
months to feel like they
belonged, less than the global
average of 8.3 months. Of the
expats surveyed, 36% felt at
home almost instantly, 23% in
less than 6 months, and 21%
in 6 months to a year.
However, a number of Indians

(i.e. those born in India) who
moved abroad encountered
difficulties in assimilating into
their new communities.
Specifically, about a third
(33%) of Indians who have
relocated abroad did not
agree that they 'feel like a
local' in their host country,
while almost 31% were
similarly unsure about their
sense of belonging.

HSBC research among
international citizens found
that while the top motivation
for moving abroad is the
promise of a better lifestyle
for almost a third globally
(29%), the path to feeling
settled, with a real sense of
belonging, is not always
straightforward. (22-2)

Where Architecture meets Art

Ahmedabad, Get ready to
enjoy an upcoming Art
exhibition “Arte by Sweni” in the
city which has been
conceptualized by a Qualified
Architect – Mrs Sweni Patel.
Sweni, who always had a
passion for art and a keen eye
for details, pursued a degree
in architecture to enhance her
creative skills and it greatly
helped to hone her artistic vision
and approach towards creating
mind boggling compositions.
Around 50 art forms
conceptualized by Mrs Sweni
which would be on display at

The Art Gallery @ Amdavad ni
Gufa, from 9th May till 14th May,
2023 (daily from 4.00 PM – 8.00
PM) would help art lovers reflect
on her unique perspective of
combining geometric forms and
abstract expressions through
variety of medium. Shri Kaushik
Patel, Former Revenue Minister,
Gujarat, India’s leading Architect
– AR. Hiren Patel & Renowned
Spiritual Guru - Smt Amiben Modi
would be inaugurating the 6 day
exhibition and blessing Sweni in
her first steps as she embarks
on a journey of becoming a
professional artist. (19-8)

IFL Enterprises successfully
turnaround business operations

Ahmedabad, Gujarat
based IFL Enterprises Ltd –
engaged in the papers and
stationery business has
successfully turnaround the
business operations in FY23.
Company reported
standalone net profit of Rs.
50.84 lakh in FY23 as against
net loss of Rs. 21.30 lakh in
FY22. Total income during
the year reported growth of
153% Y-o-Y to Rs. 646.22
lakh as against total income
of Rs. 254.78 lakh in FY22.
Company reported EBITDA of
Rs. 70.75 lakh in FY23. On
the consol idated front,
company reported Total
income of Rs. 946.98 lakh,
EBITDA of Rs. 75.63 lakh and
Net profit of Rs. 51.81 lakh

in FY23.  Company has
recently secured export
orders worth USD 8.16
million (approx. Rs. 67
crores) from Kenyan
company, Frereana Holding
Ltd. The order is for the
supply of writing books,
textbooks, bond paper and
copier papers for schools in
Kenya. The company has
completed the due diligence
with the overseas partner.
The export shipments are
scheduled from June 2023
and are expected to be
completed by March 2024.
The order is subject to 80%
advance payment as per the
agreed terms of the
contract, the balance 20%
on order delivery.

Atul Kulkarni spills the beans on
his two most favorite people

Ahmedabad, Hunger for
power, betrayal and ascension
to one throne - the most
influential and powerful
Gaikwad's are back with the
third season of Hotstar
Specials' City of Dreams.
Produced by Applause

Entertainment in association
with Kukunoor Movies and
directed by Nagesh Kukunoor.
Starring the versatiles Atul
Kulkarni, Priya Bapat, Sachin
Pilgaonkar, Sushant Singh,
Eijaz Khan, Rannvijay Singha
and many others in pivotal
roles, the series will stream
soon on Disney+ Hotstar. A
fantastic on-set camaraderie
translates into stellar
performances on screen!
Versatile actor Atul Kulkarni
who essays the strong role of
Ameya Rao Gaikwad in popular
political drama, City Of Dreams
, spills the beans on working
with Director Nagesh Kukunoor
and actor Priya Bapat. (19-8)

Qutone Tiles is presented by
"Most Trusted Tile Brand"

Ahmedabad, Qutone Tiles,
the luxury tile brand that has
been offering innovations and
numerous tile solutions under
one roof, has won the Most
Trusted Brand award at the
Global Excellence Awards (GEA)
2023. The award was
presented by the renowned
actress Madhuri Dixit Nene at a
ceremony organized by Brand
Empower Pvt. Ltd. in New
Delhi. Qutone Tiles, present in
over 60 countries across the
globe, is a premium brand that
provides a wide range of

products for floors, walls,
work surfaces, and
external facades. The
brand has always been
committed to presenting
consumers with
something unique and
classy, be it the products
or the brand
communication. Qutone
Tiles prides itself on
providing the best
offerings and maintaining
consistency in its

services. Winning the Most
Trusted Brand award is a
wonderful achievement for
Qutone Tiles as the company
has always believed in building
strong customer relationships.
Trust is the foundation of any
business, and Qutone Tiles has
worked tirelessly to establish
itself as a brand that customers
can rely on. Being a tile
company, it is essential for
customers to trust the brand as
they want a company that can
truly be relied upon for quality
and longevity. (20-4)

Toyota Kirloskar Motor honoured with CII-ITC Sustainability
Awards 2022 for ‘Excellence in Biodiversity’(20-4)

Why charge hajis from Ahmedabad
more, Gujarat committee asks Centre

AHMEDABAD: The
Gujarat state haj committee
raised concerns with the
Centre and the Haj Committee
of India (HCoI) over the
‘unfair’ difference in the price
a pilgrim from Gujarat
embarking from Ahmedabad
has to pay in comparison with
one embarking from Mumbai.

The Gujarat committee

requested the Centre to
reconsider the airlines’ bids
and rectify the mistake, as it
is facing problems of pilgrims
from Gujarat shifting their
embarkation point to Mumbai
so they can save Rs 67,981
per person. The haj is
scheduled for next month.

State haj committee
chairman Iqbal Saiyed

immediately raised objections
to a circular issued by the HCoI
on May 6, which revealed that
a pilgrim embarking from
Ahmedabad for Jeddah will
have to pay Rs 3.76 lakh, while
from the embarkation point of
Mumbai they pay only Rs 3.04
lakh. The Gujarat committee
asked the Centre why there
should be a difference of Rs
67,981 while the distance
between Mumbai and Jeddah
and between Ahmedabad and
Jeddah is the same. It termed
the difference “unfair”, by
citing the past differences in
cost for these two points,
which had only been between
Rs 4,900 and Rs 1,950.

A representation by the
state haj committee to the
central authorities on the
same day reads, “Statistics of
the last four years show that
the current year’s total haj cost
from Ahmedabad embarkation
point has increased unfairly by
approximately Rs 67,981,
whereas the air distance and
airfare between both
embarkation points,
Ahmedabad and Mumbai, is
almost the same.”About
mounting pressure from the
pilgrims, the chairman wrote,
“The Gujarat state haj
committee is facing the
problem of haj pilgrims
changing their embarkation
point from Ahmedabad to
Mumbai. You are requested to
reconsider the airline’s bid for
the Ahmedabad embarkation
point on an urgent basis.”

‘Nal Se Jal’ scheme: Deputy
speaker alleges corruption

Vadodara: Deputy
speaker in the state
assembly, Jetha Ahir aka
Jetha Bharwad, on Monday
alleged that large-scale
corruption had taken place in
the ‘Nal Se Jal’ scheme that
aims to provide tapped
water in villages. Ahir is BJP
MLA from Shehra assembly
constituency in Panchmahal
district.

He shared on social
media the letters written by
him regarding the
irregularities and said that he
had demanded an
investigation by the Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB).
Bharwad alleged that the
Water and Sanitation
Management Organisation
(WASMO) had done inferior
quality work in the scheme.
When the media reached out
to him regarding his post, he
reiterated the allegations
and said that he had made
the claims after verifying the
situation and had got
photographs clicked. He said
in the post that the scheme
had failed due to connivance
of officials and contractors.
Ahir said that work
amounting to over Rs 100
crore was cleared under the

scheme in his constituency
alone. He said that he had got
the matter checked by his office
and it had come to light that the
work had not been done
properly. He said that it was
after this that he raised the
issue with the state government
and ACB. “I have sought an
investigation into the matter,” he
said. The letters raised issues
like use of flexible rubber pipe
instead of PVC pipes at some
places, stand posts erected
without connections, missing or
broken stand posts, leakages in
pipelines, lack of pressure in
water supply, connections made
from old water supply lines,
pipelines not being laid at
sufficient depth underground,
missing taps, and use of plastic
taps instead of metal ones. The
deputy speaker said that he had
met officials and even held
meetings with them to discuss
the issue, but things did not
improve. “As an MLA, it is my
responsibility to raise the issue
if money meant for public
welfare is not used properly,”
he said. Ahir pointed out that
due to the shoddy work, the
government’s image was being
dented. He has written multiple
letters since last year to raise
the issue.

School’s in-charge principal
caught accepting 50k bribe

Surat :  The Ant i -
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
caught  an in -charge
principal at Kaprada in
Valsad district on Monday

while he was accepting a
bribe of Rs 50,000 from a
Vidhya Sahayak. Accused
Dilip Patel had demanded
the br ibe  f rom the

complainant for confirming
his job on full salary. The
complainant was appointed
as Vidhya Sahayak f ive
years ago. On completion of
five years in service, he was
supposed to get appointed
as a regular teacher with
fu l l  sa lary.  A  V idhya
Sahayak works  l i ke  a
regular teacher but on fixed
salary and does not get
annual leave. In this case,
the V idhya Sahayak
approached Pate l ,  in -
charge pr inc ipa l  o f
Arunoday Sarva jan ik
Vidhyalay, to undertake the
process  o f  h i s  job
confirmation. For this, the
accused demanded the
bribe. The complainant
then approached the ACB
and lodged a complaint.
The trap was laid by ACB
inspector S S Chaudhary of
Vyara. Patel was caught in
his office. Accused Dilip
Patel had demanded the
bribe from the complainant
for confirming his job on full
salary. The complainant
was appointed as Vidhya
Sahayak five years ago.

Two attack eatery owner in Ahmedabad
for serving non-vegetarian food

AHMEDABAD: A man and
his son allegedly attacked the
owner of an eatery in
Maninagar because he was
serving non-vegetarian food.
Maninagar police registered a
case of assault on Monday and

are investigating the matter.
Ram Shernani, 40, a

resident of Maninagar, said he
runs an eatery in the area. In
his complaint, Shernani said
that at about 11pm on Sunday,
he was closing his eatery
when Mohit Tank and his son,
Paran, came to him. They
demanded to know why he
was cooking and serving non-
vegetarian food. The Tanks
also run an eatery in the same
area. They threatened to get
his hotel closed if he continued
to serve non-vegetarian food.

Trader duped with gutka packs in diamond parcels in Surat
SURAT: City police

arrested a man on Sunday for
allegedly cheating a diamond
trader in Surat city by
replacing the precious stones
worth Rs 32 lakh kept in
parcels with gutka packets, an
official said.

Trader Rushabh Vora in his
complaint said the accused
Raheel Manjani who worked
as a diamond broker took him
into confidence to obtain
polished, round and natural
quality diamonds worth Rs
32,04,442 from his office. He

took the gemstones on the
pretext of selling them to
another trader.

The broker collected the
diamonds in three sealed
parcels between February 13
and 21, and paid Rs 2 lakh to
Vora as token money, the
trader said in the complaint
filed at Mahidharpara police
station. Vora said the accused
told him that he will make the
remaining payment in three-
four days.

When the payment was not
made, Vora asked for his three

sealed parcels which were
opened in front of the broker.
Vora was shocked to find
packets of gutka, in the
parcels in place of the
diamonds, the complaint
stated. Vora alleged the
broker took him into
confidence and conspired with
another diamond trader to

cheat him by replacing the
diamonds with gutka. The
accused was booked under
Indian Penal Code Sections
420 (cheating) and 409
(criminal breach of trust).

A probe was underway
into the offence and to find out
if other traders were involved
in it, the police said.

Man seeks CM’s help
for missing daughters

Vadodara: A 63-year-
old man has shot off a
letter to the Gujarat chief
minister raising concern
over his missing daughters.
Chiman Vankar, a resident
of Harni, said that his twin
daughte rs  Sa r i ka  and
Sheetal were missing for
nearly 50 days from the
city.

Vankar in his letter said
that his daughters, both 24-
years-old, had left their

home fo r  co l l ege  on
February 17. They didn’t
return in the evening
following which he tried to
call them but their phones
were switched off. Vankar
inquired with his relatives
and his daughter’s friends
in the city.

But they had no idea
about the girls. Vankar
then  f i l ed  a  m iss ing
person  comp la in t  a t
Sayajigunj police station.

Minor boy tortured by hostel
rector: Family

Rajkot: A 14-year-old boy on Friday alleged that he was
subjected to electric shocks allegedly by the rector of his hostel
for refusing to do cleaning work in Jasdan taluka of Rajkot
district. The issue came to light when the Class 8 boy from
Parevada village of Jasdan regained consciousness on Friday
five days after he was admitted to Rajkot civil hospital. According
to case details, the boy’s father is a farm labourer. The minor
boy was studying in a boarding school in Ambardi village of
Jasdan which is near his native Parevada. The boy’s father
alleged that the rector of the boarding school Kishan Ganganiya
and four others gave his son electric shocks after locking him in
a room. When brought to the hospital the boy had burns on his
face, hands and other parts of the body, said police.

ABU DHABI PARTNERS WITH
SUPERSTAR RANVEER SINGH
Ahmedabad,  Experience Abu

Dhabi has today
announcedIndian superstar, and
pop culture icon Ranveer Singh,
as an official ambassador,
inspiring visitors to discover the
diverse range of experiences that
can be enjoyed on a trip to Abu
Dhabi. During the two-year
partnership, Ranveer will share
his holiday highlights, inviting
Indian travelers to find their pace
in Abu Dhabi and enjoy
everything that the destination
has to offer, from an action-
packed calendar of events
including IIFA, the Abu Dhabi
Grand Prix and the Abu Dhabi
NBA Games, to the variety of
adventures and cultural
experiences that can inspire,
excite and restore. Ranveer
Singh commented, “I am
delighted to be the destination
ambassador for Abu Dhabi This
is the most fun I've had behind
the camera! I've been visiting the
emirate for years, and it feels like
a second home to me. Now, I
have the opportunity to share
what makes it so special with the
world. Every time I visit, there is
something new to discover, and
I always leave with countless
memories and a strong desire to
return. With so much to see and
do, and just a short three-hour
flight from Mumbai, Abu Dhabi
is a must-visit holiday destination
for everyone to experience." Her
Excellency NoufAlBoushelaibi,
Executive Director, Strategic
Marketing & Communication
Sector, Department of Culture
and Tourism - Abu Dhabi,
commented: "We are excited to
announce Superstar Ranveer
Singh as our Abu Dhabi brand
ambassador for the Indian
market. With his energy and
passion for travel, Ranveer
embodies the spirit of Abu
Dhabi - a destination that offers
a diverse range of experiences
for everyone to enjoy at their
own pace. Through this

partnership, we aim to share
Ranveer's love for Abu Dhabi
with India and the world, and
showcase the destination's
unique and captivating
offerings, from its unrivalled
family fun to its intangible
heritage and culture, stunning
nature and adventure, and
everything in between. (19-10)
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MoD initiates reforms in AHSP to further
promote ease of doing business

SMC signs MoU for e-mobility

Raksha Mantr i  Shr i
Rajnath Singh has approved
a proposal for bringing in
industry-friendly reform
related to Authority Holding
Sealed Particulars (AHSP).
The AHSP is the authority
which is responsible for
generating, maintaining,
updat ing or declar ing
obsolete the entire history
and technical information of
defence products. So far,
Directorate General of
Quality Assurance (DGQA)
was the AHSP for majority of
defence items designed,
developed and manufactured
by various DPSUs and Private
Industries.Under the existing
procedure, certain
bott lenecks were
experienced by the industry
to bring timely improvements
in their products and

technologies in line with
changing times. Therefore,
the Ministry has decided now
to l iberal ise the AHSP
procedures and make it
industry-friendly. The Indian
defence companies, which
have developed products,
systems, subsystems,
components on their own
indigenous capabi l i t ies
(except critical stores), will
now be allowed to own and
account for their f inal
designs and specification as
AHSP. In case of any change
in the sealed particulars, a
simpl i f ied mechanism
represent ing al l  the
concerned stakeholders,
including the industry, will
take a decision. The DGQA
wil l  not i fy the detai led
procedure in this regard
within two months.

Surat: A memorandum of
understanding was signed on
Wednesday between Surat
Municipal Corporation , Union
heavy industries ministry and
Deutsche Gesellschaft Für
Internationale zusamm-
enarbeit (GIZ) GmbH to
promote sustainable e-mobility
under Indo-German tech
cooperation. Surat has been
selected as a partner city under
the Indo-German Technical
Cooperation Project on scaling
up a robust and eco-friendly e-
transportation transformation
in India, funded by the German
Federal Ministry for Economic
Cooperation and Development
and the project is to be
implemented with the support
of Union MHI and GIZ.

Ernst Doering, cluster head
and project director (Urban) of

GIZ and Shalini Agarwal, SMC
municipal commissioner
signed the MOU. “Broad

objectives are adoption of
electric mobility through
capacity building and training.

About 11,000 students
take NEET in Ahmedabad

AHMEDABAD: About
11,000 students from the city
on Sunday took the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
Undergraduate (NEET-UG)
2023 — an all India pre-
medical entrance test for
students who wish to pursue
undergraduate medical
(MBBS), dental (BDS) and
Ayush courses in government

and private institutions.
Students who appeared in

the examination said that
while the NEET was relatively
easy, it was lengthy.

The National Testing
Agency (NTA) was assigned
the task of checking the
students before they appeared
for the examination.

Ved Pandit, one of the

candidates, said that the
chemistry section was too
theoretical and hence it took
longer to answer questions.

“Biology was easy, while
the physics section was very
objective. Overall, it was a
moderate exam. Not hard, but
lengthy,” Pandit said, adding
that he attempted all the 180
questions that a candidate is
required to answer. Vishnu
Rabari, another candidate,
said the question paper was
easy. “The biology section was
the easiest of all, while the
chemistry section was not as
easy. The physics section too
was not as easy as the biology
section,” said Rabari. He
added that the examination
paper was rather lengthy and
he could attempt only 151
questions in the stipulated
time period.

Man dies after falling in pit, road contractor booked
Rajkot: A contractor of a

road construction firm was
booked on Friday in connection
with the death of a person who
died after falling into a pit dug
on the road in Botad district.
Two persons were injured in
the incident that occurred on
May 3. The contractor of Parth
Construction Company was
booked based on a complaint
filed by a relative of the

deceased person. Police have
booked the contractor and his
men who dug the pit on the
stretch between Nagnesh
and Barniya villages for
caus ing death due to
negligence and causing
hurt .  According to the
complainant, Bharat Gabu he
got a call on May 3 night
stating that his cousins
Vikram, Sanjya and Ramesh

had met with an accident
near Dhandhuka. Ramesh,
who suffered head injury,
later succumbed. Police said
that the trio was riding a
motorcycle and fell into a pit
dug on the road to lay a
pipeline. The complaint stated
that the contractor had not
cordoned off the pit nor was
there a sign indicating that
pipeline laying work was on.

To save career, medical students
risk returning to war-torn Ukraine

SURAT: At a time when
people in war-hit Ukraine
want to leave their native
place and properties behind to
save their life, there are some
Indian medical students who
are trying to save their career
by returning to the country at
any cost. For, they cannot
afford to leave their study
midway.

Over 17,000 students
were evacuated by the Indian
government under 'Operation
Ganga' from Ukraine after
Russia's invasion. But, now
after a year, many medical
students from across the
country are returning there.

Since direct Ukraine visa
is not offered, these students
from India had first landed in
Moldova, Poland or Belarus
and then reached the Ukraine
border. Then they took bus or
train to reach their university
in Ukraine. But now visas for
these neighbouring countries
are also not provided, so these
students are trying to find a
new way to enter Ukraine.

Students enter Ukraine
via Poland, other countries

Those who are in the
fifth and sixth year of their
medical course say there are
various rules that decide the
validity of their degree and for
that they chose to return to
Ukraine. They told TOI over
phone from Ukraine that the
rules of National Medical
Commission (NMC) in India
and the qualifying rules for
medical practitioners in
Ukraine made them go back.

According to NMC rules,
students are supposed to do
the last two years of studies
offline. Further, to get a
graduation degree certificate,
one needs to clear the KROK-
II exam held by the Ukraine
government which is a
qualifying test for medical
practitioners. KROK is
scheduled on May 23

"It took around three
months for me to convince my
parents to allow me return to
Ukraine. I reached here via
Poland to attend the classes
offline but now my visa for
Poland is not being issued.
Sometimes, the situation turns
tense here but mostly it is
normal," said Shyamal Mani,
a fifth-year student from Bihar.

Mariyah Dumasiya, a
city girl who is in sixth year,

tried multiple times to reach
Ukraine through Poland or any
other neighbouring country but
she was denied a visa. She
recently appeared in an
interview in Hyderabad but did
not succeed.

"It is sometimes too
depressing when there is an
alert and most of us get
scared and think if something
will happen or will everything
be alright? According to Indian
rules, one has to study the last
two years offline and as per
Ukraine rule, one has to give
the qualifying test offline," said
Vibhuti Pancholi, a sixth-year
student, who had reached
Ukraine through Moldova but
that option is closed too since
the visa is not being issued.

"I agreed to send my
daughter to Ukraine even in
this situation as she will not
be able to get a degree
without the exams and offline
studies. But now we are not
getting visas even to
neighbouring countries," said
Mubina Dumasiya, a lawyer.

"We are not left with any
option because of the
qualifying rules. Just to save
our years and degree, we
chose to come to Ukraine
despite the war," said Savitri,
a fifth semester student.

Man dies after falling in pit,
road contractor booked
Rajkot: A contractor of

a road construction firm was
booked on Friday in
connection with the death of
a person who died after falling
into a pit dug on the road in
Botad district. Two persons
were injured in the incident
that occurred on May 3.

The contractor of Parth
Construction Company was
booked based on a complaint
filed by a relative of the
deceased person. Police have
booked the contractor and his
men who dug the pit on the

stretch between Nagnesh and
Barniya villages for causing
death due to negligence and
causing hurt. According to the
complainant, Bharat Gabu he
got a call on May 3 night
stating that his cousins
Vikram, Sanjya and Ramesh
had met with an accident near
Dhandhuka. Ramesh, who
suffered head injury, later
succumbed. Police said that
the trio was riding a
motorcycle and fell into a pit
dug on the road to lay a
pipeline.

Olympic village among 10 ventures to be
promoted at Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit 2024

GANDHINAGAR: The
proposed Olympic village,
Medicity projects, riverfront
development ventures, and
island and beach tourism are
among the 10 priority sectors
that the Gujarat government
will project in the 10th edition
of the Vibrant Gujarat Global
Summit (VGGS) 2024, which
is expected to be held in
January next year.

This will be the first time
that partnerships will be
invited in setting up the
proposed Olympics village
even as preparations are on
for Ahmedabad's bid for the
2036 Olympic games.

The government is
expected to create its
promotion blitzkrieg of the
forthcoming VGGS around
these 10 sectors.

"The Gujarat
government is expected to
announce the launch of
several mega projects and
introduce plug-and-play
facilities at smart industrial
parks. But apart from
showcasing the industrial and
manufacturing strengths of the
state, areas like sports,
tourism, riverfront
development and
entertainment will also figure
prominently in VGGS 2024," a
top government functionary
said.

Boasting of a strong
manufacturing and industrial
base already, the state
government will showcase
four economic corridors in the
next edition of its flagship
investor's meet.

These include the

influence area of the
Ahmedabad-Mumbai bullet
train project, the DMIC and
DFC corridor passing through
the state, the semiconductor
and electronics manufacturing
cluster of the Dholera SIR and
development of coastal
economic zones or port cities.

Besides, projects in the
GIFT city complex like fintech
hubs, special education zones
for foreign universities, and

startup and innovation parks
will also be focus areas of
promotion at VGGS 2024.

Industrial parks under
the PM Mitra textiles parks
scheme and bulk drugs parks
will also be focus areas. A
government note prepared on
the forthcoming summit says
that the toy manufacturing
sector will also be promoted
in a focused way at the meet.

The government will also
promote medical tourism by
showcasing medicity projects
along with wellness and
AYUSH centres at the event,
officials said.

However, lesser known
sectors like beach and island
tourism, riverfront
development of the next phase
on the Sabarmati and Tapi
rivers, food corridor projects
and the like will also be given
focused promotion at the next
investor's meet.

2020: 'Gujarat produced 3rd largest
quantity of biomedical waste'

AHMEDABAD: A
national study comparing
states' biomedical waste
generation during Covid-19
reveals that Gujarat
generated the third largest
quantity of biomedical waste
in 2020.

However, it was also
among the states that
recorded the sharpest falls
in 2021 - 71%, according to
the data based on the central
pollution control board's
(CPCB) reports.

According to the study,
'An investigation of bio-
medical waste produced in
India dur ing Covid-19
pandemic and Maharashtra
state (pre-Covid-19 and
post-Covid-19) analysis: a
GIS-based approach',
published in Research and
Health Services & Regions
journal indicated that mean
biomedical waste generated
in tonnes per day was the
highest at 25.75 in
Maharashtra, followed by

15.72 in Kerala, 14.71 in
Gujarat, 13.4 in Tamil Nadu
and 11.93 in Uttar Pradesh.
The number fell to 4 tonnes
per day (72.5% drop) year-
on-year.

According to the CPCB
data, the number of common
biomedical waste treatment
and disposal faci l i t ies
(CBWTF) reduced from 20 in
September 2020 to eight in
August 2022.

Experts said that the
biomedical waste generated
during the period included
masks, PPE kits, gloves,
shoes, hospital waste, and
vaccination-related material.

"The period taught us
how biomedical waste can be
segregated during a
pandemic and how its
collection and processing can
be improved," said a city-
based hospital administrator,
adding that, with reduction in
protection requirements, the
waste generation has also
reduced.

R B Sreekumar seeks discharge,
Teesta asks for all case documents

Ahmedabad: Former
DGP R B Sreekumar on
Monday sought discharge
from the case for  the
al leged fabr icat ion of
evidence of a purported
conspiracy behind the 2002
Gujarat riots with the view
to falsely implicate people,
including Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Along with Sreekumar,
soc ia l  act iv is t  Teesta
Seta lvad and another
former IPS officer, Sanjiv
Bhatt, are facing charges in
an FIR filed on June 25,
2022, by city crime branch,
one day after the Supreme
Court rejected Zakia Jafri’s
appeal against the closure
report filed by the special
investigation team (SIT).

The FIR was based on
the apex court’s remarks
seeking “action against
elements who tried to keep
the pot boiling by creating
false charges”.

On Monday, Setalvad
urged the sessions court to
direct the prosecution to
furnish documents and
material, which have been
seized by the investigators
but have not been relied
upon and are therefore not
part of the chargesheet.

She cited an SC order
stating that such material
must be furnished to the
accused, as they may be
exculpatory in nature and
absolve or  he lp the

accused.
In h is  d ischarge

appl icat ion,  Sreekumar
asserted innocence and said
he had been wrongly
implicated, and he had
nothing to do with Zakia
Jafri’s appeal against SIT’s
closure report. The FIR
against him and others
were f i led in a hurr ied
manner, though nobody was
named in the SC order.

Sreekumar stated that
he had acted as a police
officer and the SIT had
nothing to stay in its closure
report.

The charges he has
been slapped with on the
basis of his statements and
aff idav i ts  before the
Nanavati-Shah commission
are not tenable because he
is protected by Section 6 of
the Commission of Inquiries
Act.

Moreover,  the
mandatory sanction under
Section 197 of the CrPC has
not been obtained against
him. There are charges of
tutor ing witnesses and
forgery, but he had nothing
to do with creation of any
document. He has also
claimed that the witness,
Raees Khan, held a grudge
against Setalvad and his
statement implicating him
cannot be believed.

The court scheduled a
hearing in this case on May
22.

Guj govt frames new
guidelines for PASA orders

Ahmedabad: On
Gujarat HC’s directions, the
state government have come
up with a new set of
guidelines for passing
detention orders under
Prevention of Anti-Social
Activities Act, which ask the
authorities concerned not to
invoke this law without due
verification and based merely
on a single offence. On May

3, the state home department
introduced 12 measures for
officials, asking them to be
vigilant about the facts and not
to invoke PASA if the person
is not likely to cause public
disorder.

The HC on May 5
ordered that three more
points be incorporated and to
have the guidelines re-issued
in 12 weeks.

Ahmedabad: A major fire
broke out at Dhananjay
Tower, a residential building,
on 100 Feet Ring Road in
Anandnagar on Monday
evening. No casualties were
reported in the incident.

The fire, which broke out
inside a locked flat on the
third floor, spread to the
ninth floor. Ahmedabad Fire
and Emergency Services
(AFES) personnel swung into
action and rescued 30
residents who were trapped
on the upper floors, said
sources.

It took seven fire vehicles
and two hours for the AFES
to control the blaze.

As clouds of smoke began
billowing out of the third-floor
apartment, the residents
rushed to the terrace to save
themselves.

An AFES team
comprising around 40
personnel reached the
building and brought the
residents down through the
stairs. The officials said that
the cause of the fire is yet to
be ascertained. It took seven
fire vehicles and two hours
for the AFES to control the
blaze.

As clouds of smoke began
billowing out of the third-floor
apartment, the residents
rushed to the terrace to save
themselves.

A second incident of fire
was reported in the office of
Gujarat Subordinate Service
Selection Board (GSSSB) at
Karmayogi Bhavan in Sector-
10, Gandhinagar, on Monday.

The f ire broke out
following a short-circuit in an
AC duct and spread to the
other chambers. Yet another
fire erupted in the main
electricity line at Amizara
Apartments in Paldi,
destroying 21 vehicles.

No casualty was reported
in this case too.

30 rescued
after fire

breaks out in
Dhananjay

Tower

Grudge over
gulab jamuns

leads to rioting in
Gujarat village

RAJKOT: A marriage
function in a vil lage of
Junagadh ended on a
pungent note and the reason
may seem unpalatable to
many!

Clashes erupted in the
Itali village of Mendarda
taluka after a sweet tooth's
craving to gobble down a few
more gulab jamuns during
the feast remained
unsatiated, leaving him
incensed and triggering a
fight with the host that
escalated within hours on
Sunday.

Jayanti Vala, one of the
guests attending the
marriage of complainant
Dinesh Parmar's niece, asked
for more gulab jamuns after
the first couple of servings.
When Parmar's son Shailesh,
who was serving food, told
him that the dessert had got
exhausted, Vala turned
furious and started hurling
expletives at him. Shailesh
too got enraged and hit back
at Vala in the same language.
Hearing the acrimony, other
relatives present at the venue
intervened and brokered
peace between them.

Thereafter Shailesh
returned home, unaware that
Vala was still seething over
the shortage of gulab jamuns.
In the evening, Vala and
some other relatives went to
Shailesh's house. This led to
a fierce clash and Shailesh
and his family members
started thrashing all of them.
Some of them from both
groups got hospitalized and
approached the police late in
the night with cross-
complaints.

The Mendarda police
booked 35 people from both
sides and booked them rioting
and other relevant IPC
sections.

In his complaint,
Shailesh alleged that Vala
harboured a grudge over the
shortage of gulab jamuns and
thrashed him, his brother
Piyush, uncle Babu and
nephew Badal.

Three youths stop woman from relieving self
in the open, rioting erupts in Gujarat village

AHMEDABAD: Three youths
stopped a 50-year-old from
answering nature’s call at an
open ground in Dhunadara
village in Thasra taluka of
Kheda, which led to mayhem. A
case of rioting and attempted
murder have been registered in
this regard. On Sunday evening,
Bhanu Talpada waited till the sun
set to attend nature’s call at an
open ground in the village.
However, when she reached

there, she found three brothers
from the village playing cricket
nearby. “Bhanu asked the youths
to play elsewhere, but Atul,
Gautam, and Jayesh Talpada, in
their 20s, refused to leave the
ground. They abused her and
drove her away from the spot,”
said Kheda police. Bhanu
returned home and narrated the
incident to her family. Her
relatives decided to confront the
trio’s family. Bhanu’s nephews

Vikram and Manhar, along with
their nephew Dilip and cousin
Parul, went to talk to Chiman,
the father of the three youths.
Vikram told Chiman that his sons
stopped his aunt from using the
ground to attend nature’s call
because they wanted to play
cricket there. Chiman began
abusing Vikram’s family, and
later, 10 of Chiman’s family
members, equipped with sticks
and machetes, attacked Vikram
and his family members.
Vikram, Manhar, Dilip, and
Parul suffered severe wounds
and were rescued by other
villagers. They were admitted
to Nadiad Civil, Hospital, where
a medico-legal case was filed.
On Vikram’s complaint, Dakor
police registered a case of
attempt to murder, causing
grievous hurt, unlawful
assembly, and rioting against
Chiman, his three sons, and six
others.


