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Zydex Industries leads the
way to weather-resistant

Ahmedabad, ‘Zydex
Industries’ has pioneered
ground-breaking technology
which guarantees climate-
and-water-resilient roadways.
With “Innovation for
Sustainability” as its motto,
Zydex’s Terrasil technology
reduces the impact of water

on roads, thereby ensuring
greater and more effective life
cycle benefits. Furthermore,
Zydex’s ‘Zycotherm
technology’ prevents de-
bonding and delamination by
preventing water from
infiltrating pavements, thereby
preventing damage. India's
extensive network of low-
volume and farm-to-market
roads has a dramatic effect on
rural connectivity.
Transportation of products,
people, and fundamental
movement relies heavily on
secondary low-volume roads.
Rural roadways are in dire need
of significant improvement.
This has been accomplished to
a large extent by the PMGSY
scheme and a great deal of time
and resources have been
devoted to constructing this
secondary network.

What is ‘meat’ from plants, and
is ‘just like’ meat vegetarian?

Last week, meat and
seafood retailer Licious
forayed into the marketing of
“mock” chicken and mutton
under a new ‘UnCrave’ brand.
Also, cricketer M S Dhoni
picked up an undisclosed
equity stake in plant-based
meat startup Shaka Harry, and
the California-based Beyond
Meat — the global pioneer in
the segment — partnered with
India’s biggest buffalo meat
exporter Allana Group to sell
its products in the country.

Actor couple Riteish and
Genelia Deshmukh had
founded plant-based Imagine
Meats in September 2021. And
in February this year, another
alternative protein startup,
Blue Tribe, roped in former
Indian cricket captain Virat
Kohli and his wife Anushka
Sharma as investors and
brand ambassadors.

What is plant-based
meat, which is attracting
celebrity endorsement?
(Beyond Meat has Kim
Kardashian as its “chief taste
consultant”.)

“Plant-based” refers to
products that bio-mimic or
replicate meat, seafood, eggs,
and milk derived from animals
— by looking, smelling, and
tasting like them.

Shaka Harry sells “just
like” mutton samosas — and
also chicken nuggets, momos,
and fries with the same prefix.
Beyond Meat’s patties, apart
from using coconut oil to copy
the melty beef fat of a real
hamburger, apparently even
bleed as they cook — the
“blood” coming from a
beetroot juice-based liquid.

Plant-based dairy
products include ice-cream
that isn’t simply frozen dessert
that replaces milk fat with
vegetable oil. Even the
proteins and other solids-not-
fat ingredients are sourced
from plants.

Animal meat contains
protein, fat, vitamins, minerals,
and water, just like plants. This
biochemical similarity allows
for finding analogues in the
plant kingdom or making them
through mechanical,
chemical, or biological
treatment of such ingredients.

The challenge lies in
replicating muscle tissue that
plants don’t have. The unique
spatial arrangement of
proteins in these tissues is
what creates the distinct
texture of animal meat. That’s
why plant-based mutton
samosas, kebabs or keema,
having a simpler texture, are
easier to make than larger
whole cuts of animal meat
such as chicken breasts and
pork chops.

As for plant-based dairy,
the main products are milk
from oats, almond, soyabean,
coconut, and rice. Among
these, oat milk is considered
the closest to regular milk in
taste and texture. It is also
thicker and creamier, as oats
absorb more water than nuts
or rice during soaking, and
more of the grain gets
strained for incorporation into
the final product. Oat milk
players include the Swedish
company Oatly and the

Bengaluru-headquartered Alt
Co.

According to the Good
Foods Institute at Washington
DC, retail sales of plant-based
animal product alternatives in
the US stood at $7.4 billion in
2021. The major categories
were plant-based milk ($2.6
billion), meat ($1.4 billion),
creamer ($516 million), ice-
cream ($458 million), yogurt
($377 million), cheese ($291
million), butter ($214 million),
ready-to-drink beverages
($202 million), meals ($513
million) and protein liquids,
powders, and bars ($463
million).

While the industry has
grown from $4.8 billion in
2018, it hasn’t lived up to the
initial hype. Beyond Meat’s
initial public offer of shares in
early-May 2019 was at $25.
Within three months, that
price almost hit $240, valuing
the company at over $13.4
billion. Today, the shares are
trading at just above $13.
Oatly shares, too, have fallen
to $2.25 from the May 2021
IPO price of $17 and a high of
$29 about a month later.

Probably not much, at
least in dairy. Most Indians take
naturally to milk, which is a
classic “superior food”. The
table below shows the share
of milk in total household food
expenditure going up with
rising incomes across different
fractile classes (from the
bottommost to the top), as per
the last National Sample
Survey round results for 2011-
12.

Both milk (which
includes ghee, curd, butter,
ice-cream and other dairy
products) and, to a lesser
extent, meat (which includes
fish and prawn) are superior
foods — unlike cereals and
sugar, whose share in the
value of consumption reduces
with increasing incomes,
making them “inferior foods”.

Mark Kahn, managing
partner at the agritech venture
capital firm Omnivore, says
that the market for plant-
based milk in the West “has
been driven by lactose
intolerance, real or
imagined”. Those digestive
concerns aren’t very serious
in India and, at any rate, pale
in comparison to the
perception of milk as a
wholesome food.

“Plant-based beverages
cannot compete with real milk
either on nutrition, taste, or
affordabil ity. How many
Indians can pay Rs 300 and
upwards for a litre?”, asks R
S Sodhi, managing director of
Gujarat Cooperative Milk
Marketing Federation that
sells Amul brand dairy
products. Sandeep Devgan,
co-founder of Shaka Harry, is
clear that India’s significant
vegetarian population isn’t his
target market: “We aren’t
going after them to eat our
products, since they are plant-
based.” The company’s focus,
instead, is “the meat eaters,
both hardcore and not-so-
regular”. Shaka Harry is not
placing its products in the
vegetarian section in
supermarkets.

Oh, God! What have we done!
Wisdom is  use less

against power! Who knows
whether  the Gujarat i
proverbs that say a lot are
in Japanese or not, but
Japan gave an example in
the Second World War that
the whole world remembers
when people raise their
arms against power. On the
front of Agni Asia, the
Japanese army raised the
victory flag on the land of
countries and regions like
Ma laya (Ma lays ia) ,
S ingapore ,  Tha i land,
Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia
etc. His rapidly advancing
military tsunami would have
reverberated over several
other countries and regions.
But on December 7, 1941,
the Japanese mi l i ta ry
genera ls ,  drunk in the
intoxicating cafe of victory,
made a  b ig  mis take.
Japanese aircraft launched
a surprise attack on the
American naval base at
Pearl Harbor in the Pacific
that  day,  s ink ing 19
American ships. Nearly 200
planes were destroyed,
killing 2,400 Americans and
seriously injuring another
1 ,200.““Wisdom is
worthless against power,
while here the brash Japan
def ied the Amer ican
superpower. In order to give
an overwhelming response
to Pearl Harbor that Japan
will never forget, American
President Henry Truman
prepared an atomic bomb
under  an in te l l igence
military operation called the
'Manhattan Project'. Much
has been written about how
the atomic bomb was made
beh ind a  b lack  ve i l  o f
secrecy. In the first week of

August, 1945, the story of
how the beads o f  the
Japanese army were
shattered after America's
atomic attack on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki is more or
less known. On the other
hand,  a  s tory  wor th
knowing, but unknown to
many people even today, is
about what happened on
the ground when the atomic
bomb exploded in the sky of
H i rosh ima.  Here  i s  i t s
s e c o n d - t o - s e c o n d
explanation.

Date: August 5, 1945.
Time: Exactly 12 midnight.
Colonel Paul Tibbetts called
an emergency meeting at
the American air-base on
the tiny island of Tinian in
the Paci f ic Ocean. The
agenda of the secret talks
that took place behind
closed doors was about
dropping the atomic bomb
on Hiroshima. According to
the plan, Colonel Tibbetts,
a long with his co-pi lot
Robert Lewis, was to fly to
Hiroshima in a B-29 plane
cal led the 'Enola Guy' ,
car ry ing the uran ium
atomic bomb called 'Little
Boy'. Two more aircraft
named 'The Great Artist'
and 'Necessary Evil' were to
accompany it as a follower.
After a couple of hours of
talks, the three planes lined
up on the runway of Titian
Island and took off one after
the other. According to the
local time, it was 2:47 past
midnight. The calendar
showed the date August 6,
1945.““Meanwhile, it was
3:47 in Hiroshima. The
entire city was wrapped in
a deep, sweet s lumber
before Malaska. In a matter

of hours, morning was to
fall for them, but to fall in
the lap of death!““Colonel
Tibbetts' 'Enola Ga' and the
planes 'The Great Artist'
and 'Necessary Evil' entered
Japanese skies after a four-
hour flight. The Colonel
kept the three planes flying
at a height of 31,000 feet
to  avo id  enemy
observation. Yet at exactly
8:00 a.m. local time, a radio
announcer in Hiroshima
broadcast the news that,
'Three p lanes  o f
ext raord inary  s i ze  are
supposed to be flying high
in the sky!'““Five minutes
later, Enola Gaa entered
Hiroshima's skies. It was
t ime to  wake up the
cremated 'Little Boy' who
had been s leep ing
peacefully in Falka since the
prev ious  n ight ,  so  an
explosion expert named
Thomas Ferebee set off the
bomb. Colonel Tibbetts
opened the door at the
bottom of the 'Enola Ga' as
soon as the plane came
over the bridge called the
Aeoi over the Ota River in
H i rosh ima.““At  exact ly
8:14:17 a.m. on August 6,
194p, Thomas Ferebee sent
a  message to  Co lone l
Tibbetts, Bomb away! It
means that the 'Little Boy'
has gone towards his target.
Now the countdown to the
death throes has started.
According to the timer set
by Thomas Ferebee, the
atomic bomb was supposed
to explode in a maximum of
45 seconds. Hence the
death warrant of thousands
of innocent residents of
H i rosh ima,  the three
Amer ican p lanes
immediately turned around
and took the direction of
Titian Island.““Towards this
end (despite the name
'Litt le Boy') the atomic
bomb weighing 10 feet and
weighing four and a half
thousand kilograms began
to fall freely. It took 43
seconds to cover a distance
of about 29,000 feet. It was
1.9ft 8 feet from the ground
when it exploded with a
huge explosion. Exhausted!

Death began a destructive
game never before known
or  seen.  At  0 .1
microseconds o f  the
explosion, a process called
nuc lear  f i ss ion ,  the
simultaneous splitting of
count less  a toms of
uranium, was set in motion,
resulting in a second-to-
second event that was...
0.1 second: A Niagara Falls
of energy begins to flow
across  the sky.  The
temperature of  the a i r
around the blast reached
2,77,760 degrees Celsius
for  a  moment .  (A
comparison: the surface
temperature of the Sun is
5,700 degrees Cels ius,
only!). In the sixth part of
the hour, a ball of blazing
f ire was formed in the
sky.““ ¦  0 .15 second:
Celestial fireball grows to
15 meters in diameter. Now
i ts  temperature  has
dropped slightly, but the
heat is still so intense that
all the Japanese within a
radius of 1 kilometer were
instantly incinerated. The
black granite stones also
melted and stuck to each
other. Thousands of people
near the center of the
nuclear explosion have
already been vaporized and
dissolved into the air. The
entire body including skin,
blood, flesh and bones has
been vapor ized.““¦  0.3
seconds: The warm air
moves faster as infrared
rays heat the surrounding
air. Nothing stands against
this mighty storm. The
wooden poles strung with
electricity and telephone
wires have turned into coal
in the blink of an eye. The
same has happened to the
trees. The statue of Lord
Buddha made of copper has
turned f rom so l id  to
liquid.““¦ 1.0 seconds: Now
it's the radiation's turn to
un leash a  wave o f
destruction! After the 'Little
Boy' explosion, gamma rays
and neutrons are released
as nuclear radiation. The
explosion of one kiloton of
uranium can produce a
stream of neutrons with
twenty-two zeros after the
square of 36. Since the
'Little Boy' atomic bomb is
fifteen kilotons, why ask
about  the  amount  o f

n e u t r o n s ? “ “ T h e s e
molecules are so permeable
that they can pass through
not only the human body,
but also the cells. Similarly,
the cascade of gamma rays

is so intense that it destroys
the internal organs of the
body. An area of 3.7 km
radius around the blast has
come under the immediate
effect of radiation.

'My business partner not taking my calls':
DKS, Siddaramaiah share a laugh

In a video,
Siddaramaiah and DK
Shivakumar discuss how ‘BJP
dumped BS Bommai in the
dustbin’ ahead of the crucial
Karnataka election. Two days
before the high-stake
Karnataka Assembly Election
2023, the Congress released
the hearty chitchat between
Siddaramaiah and D
Shivakumar -- the two top
contenders for the CM face
who sat together putting their
differences aside to project a
united face ahead of the
election. The first part of the
video was released on Sunday
where the duo exchanged
pleasantries and enquired
about each other's health

before delving into a
discussion on the election. In
the second part, DKS and
Siddaramaiah discussed
about job creation in tier-2
cities in Karnataka so that
people from those do not have
to shift to Bengaluru. "Once we
come to power, we will have to
start Indira canteens again,"
Siddaramaiah said, "BJP leaders
had lunch at Indira canteen. We
have seen those photos,"
Shivakumar said. "I was taking
a look at a recent survey. BJP
won't win more than 62 seats.
JDS might get around 22 or 23.
There could be three
independent candidates,"
Shivakumar said. "Every
morning, the PM is here.

Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali lauds Indian Prime Minister for
organizing the First Global Millets Conference in Delhi

The President of the
Cooperative Republic of Guyana,
Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali today
lauded Indian Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi for organizing the
First Global Millets (Shree Anna)
Conference at PUSA, New Delhi
and said this Conference will go
a long way in addressing the
World’s Foremost Challenge of
Food Insecurity. In a Video
Message from Guyana, Dr Irfaan
Ali also today offered 200 Acres
of Land in his country for
exclusive production of Millets in
honour of the United Nations
declaring the year 2023 as the
International Year of Millet
(IYOM). He said, India in
exchange will provide technology
and technical support for
enhancing the farm production
and productivity of this wonder
food. Dr Irfaan Ali said, Millets
are not only an affordable and
nutritious option, but this group
of crops are also resilient to
climate change vagaries. He
promised all help in production
and promotion of Millets in the
17 Caribbean Countries, which
will popularize Millets in the
Caribbean Community. Dr Irfaan
Ali said, India is the Global Leader
both in the production and
export of Millets and can play a
leading role in global production
and popularization of Millets.

In another Video Address the
President of Ethiopia Ms Sahle-
Work Zewde heartily
congratulated Prime Minister
Modi for or gazing this Global
Conference on Millets and said
that it will galvanize the

Governments of the World and
the Policy makers for promotion
and production of Miracle Millets.
Ms Sahle-Work Zewde said that
Millets will go a long way not
only address the food security
challenges of Sub-Saharan
country like Ethiopia but also the
entire African Continent and the
world. She said, the ideas from
this Conference will also help
shape the Sustainable
Development Goals of 2030.

1. Notice is hereby given that in pursuance of sub-section (2) of sec-
tion 366 of the Companies Act, 2013, an application is proposed to
be made after fifteen days here of but before the expiry of thirty
days herein after to the Registrar of Companies, Ahmedabad, Gujarat,
that "M/s. Sheela Foods" a partnership firm may be registered under
Part I of Chapter XXI of the Companies Act, 2013, as a company
limited by shares.

2. The principal objects of the company are as follows:
To carry on the business of manufacturers, researchers, consult-
ants, importers, exporters, distributors, stockiest, dealers, fran-
chise holders, bottlers, re-bottlers, packers, extractors, pulpers,
crushers, grinder of carbonated and non-carbonated drinks, fruit
juices, fruit pulp, milk, jams, Jelly, sauce, concentrates and flavors
(liquid and powder form), food colours, aerated water, green veg-
etables etc.

3. A copy of the draft memorandum and articles of association of the
proposed company may be inspected at the office situated at PLT
1601/8, 3rd Phase, Near Marine Cable, GIDC Umargam, Umargam -
396 171.

4. Notice is hereby given that any person objecting to this application
may communicate their objection in writing to the Registrar at Cen-
tral Registration Centre (CRC), Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs
(IICA), Poly No. 6,7,8 Sector 5, IMT Manesar, District Gurgaon
(Haryana) , Pincode-122 050, within twenty one days from the date
publication of this notice, with a copy to the Company at its regis-
tered office.

Name(s) of Applicant
1. Malik Keshwani
2. Munira Keshwani

Form No. URC-2
Advertisement giving notice about registration under Part I of Chapter XXI

of the Act

[Pursuant to section 374(b) of the companies Act, 2013 and Rule 4(1) of the

companies (Authorized to Register) Rules, 2014]

Dated this 9th day of May, 2023
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Applications invited for sale of products at stalls under 'One Station
One Product' (OSOP) on Ahmedabad Division of Western Railway

Ahmedabad, Senior
Divisional Commercial
Manager, Ahmedabad
Division, Western Railway
Invites application for "One
Station One Product" at
Railway stations over
Ahmedabad division under
OSOP scheme. The stations
for "one station one product"
are  Ahmedabad, Mahesana,
Palanpur, Gandhidham, Bhuj,
Gandhinagar, Viramgam,
Sabarmati, Maninagar.
Eligibility criteria for Applicant
shall be as follows:- A. Holder
of Artisan/Weaver ID Card
issued by Development

Commissioner Handloom or
by the requisite state /central
Government authority. B.
Individual artisans/weavers/
craftsmen enrol led/
registered with TRIFED, NHDC
and KVIC etc. C. Self Help
Groups Registered with
PMEGP. D. Marginalized and
Weaker sections of Society.
The Category of Product
al lowed for sel l ing as
follows:- A. Local/ Indigenous
products famous at particular
station. B. Handicrafts/
Arti facts. C. Texti les &
Handlooms., D. Traditional
Garments., E. Local Agri

Produce/ Processed/Semi-
Processed Food.

Railways will provide
opportunity to exhibit and
sell local products through
OSOP stalls at the token
registration fees of Rs.1000/
- for period of 15 Days.
Interested applicants should
contact Station Manager/
Commercial Inspector and
Commercial Department,
DRM off ice, Opp GCS
Hospital, Naroda Road,
Ahmedabad-382345. For
more details, one can also
contact on Mobi le No.
9724093967.

SHRI PARMESHWAR FUNKWAL TAKES OVER
AS PRINCIPAL CHIEF ENGINEER OF WR

Ahmedabad, Shri
Parmeshwar Funkwal has
taken over the charge of the
post of Principal Chief
Engineer of Western Railway
recently. He is a senior officer
of Indian Railway Service of
Engineers (IRSE) of the 1988
batch. Prior to this, he was
working as Chief Track
Engineer at Western Railway.

Shri Funkwal has held
several key and diverse
positions in Railways such as
Deputy Chief Engineer,
Additional Divisional Railway
Manager Ahmedabad
Division, Chairman Railway
Recruitment Board,
Ahmedabad and Divisional
Railway Manager Rajkot. He
has extensively worked in
Track and Bridge Research at
RDSO Lucknow as Director
and Executive Director. His
contributions include
upgradation of Rail Welding
and Ultrasonic Rail Testing
Technologies. He played a key
role in introduction of heavy
axle loads and monitoring of

their effects on track and
bridges. He has extensive
experience in HR functions and
was instrumental in
conducting several Online
Examinations for recruitments
on Indian Railways (IR).

Shri Funkwal completed
his Graduation in Civi l
Engineering from SGSITS
Indore with Gold Medal and
M Tech in Civil Engineering
from IIT Kanpur. He has
published several research
papers on Environmental,

Track and Bridge Engineering
in International and National
Journals and presented his
papers in international
conferences at Beij ing
(China), Calgary (Canada),
and New Delhi. He was
nominated to the
International Committee for
evaluation of technical papers
by IHHA, USA and chaired
technical sessions in IHHA
Conferences held at Beijing
and New Delhi. He is recipient
of General Manger's Award,
K C Sood Memorial Gold
Medal for Best Research
Paper and Best Paper Award
of International Heavy Haul
Association (IHHA), USA. He
has visited Sweden,
Denmark, France, Germany,
China, Canada, Malaysia,
Singapore and Italy on
various training and study
assignments. Apart from his
job obligations, he also has a
keen interest in literature and
his poems are regularly
published in contemporary
Hindi literary magazines.

International dramas
on MX Player

Ahmedabad, Looking for
some fresh, exciting dramas to
binge-watch this May? MX
Player is bringing two must-
watch shows to keep you glued
to your screens. Get ready for
heartwarming romance,
unexpected twists, and thrilling
plots with 'Legally Romance'
and 'The Light in Your Eyes'.
So, grab some popcorn and get
hooked because these two
shows are not to be missed!
Legally Romance is a 2022
Chinese romantic drama
directed by Xue Ling, adapted
from Ye Fei Ran's novel Don't
Fall in Love With the Boss. The
plot centres on Qian Wei, a
paralegal working for Lu Xun,
who has harbored a grudge
against her since their student

days. Qian Wei's life becomes
a living hell until a tragic
accident puts her in a coma,
and she finds herself in a
dream world where she has
reverted to her teenage self.
In this world, Qian Wei
discovers a different side of her
boss and begins to understand
there's more to him than
meets the eye. As Qian Wei
and Lu Xun navigate the space
between dreams and reality,
they begin to develop feelings
for each other, putting their
professional aspirations at risk.
Will they be able to accept
their newfound emotions
without sacrificing their
careers? Watch Legally
Romance on MX Player in Hindi
from 10th May 2023. (19-8)

On-field Champions Meet the
Off-field Champions

Ahmedabad, HCG, the
leading healthcare cancer
care providercollaborated
with the defending
champions Gujarat Titans to
organizeTitans of
Inspiration: Beyond the
Game,a meet and greet
event for pediatric cancer
champions in the city today.
The event provided a unique
platform for young cancer
champions to interact with
the heroes from the world of
cricket. The cancer
champions and Gujarat
Titans players shared their
personal stories of

overcoming hardships and
celebrated their victories,
making the evening
memorable, filled with joy and
inspiration. Renowned Gujarat
Titans players, including Rashid
Khan, David Miller, Matthew
Wade, Mohit Sharma,
Wriddhiman Saha, and Abhinav
Manohar, participated in the
event by spending quality time
with the children. They gifted
the cancer champions specially
curated cricket kits with
autographsand alsotaught them
a few tricks of cricket to exhibit
their support and
encouragement.(20-4)

IIFL FINANCE OFFERS UP TO Rs 10
LAC BUSINESS LOAN ON WHATSAPP
Ahmedabad, Finance

offers up to Rs.10 lakh
business loan to customers on
WhatsApp with quick approval.
IIFL Finance's business loan on
WhatsApp is the first-of-its
kind initiative in MSME lending
industry, where 100% of the
loan application-to-disbursal
happens digitally. Over 450
million users of WhatsApp in
India can avail a 24x7 end-to-
end digital loan facility from
IIFL Finance. IIFL Finance is
one of India's largest retail-
focussed NBFCs with over 10
million customers, mostly
unbanked and underbanked.
IIFL Finance is the preferred
loan destination for small
entrepreneurs across India,
where its present through

branches and multiple digital
platforms.  (1-7)

6 of cop’s family die in accident

Surat: Six members of a
family died while one was

critically injured when their car
was knocked by a dumper

truck near Bamroli village
close to Bardoli town of Surat
district on Saturday.

In the accident, Mahesh
Rathod, (40), head constable
in Vadodara railway police, his
wife Vanita (35), their
daughter Navya (8), Rathod’s
nieces Tamanna Patel (16)
and Megha alias Guddi Patel
(18), and Darshit Patel (10)
were found dead in the car.
Rathod’s son Meet (17) was
rescued from the mangled car
and critically injured.

Rathod had gone to his
native village Tarsada in
Mandvi taluka of Surat district
to participate in a marriage.
He was accompanied by his
sister’s children who were
from Patan. They were
returning home on Saturday
afternoon. “It seems the truck
knocked the car from the side
and dragged it for around 100
m,” said a police officer.
“Driver of the dumper escaped
the spot. We are collecting his
identity details from the
dumper owner,” said Bardoli
police.

Raksha Mantri approves posting of Women Officers
of the Territorial Army along the Line of Control
In a major development,

Ministry of Defence,
Department of Mil itary
Affairs, has approved
amendment to existing cadre
management provisions for
Women Officers of the
Territorial Army (TA).

Territorial Army had
commenced Commissioning
of Women Officers in TA since
2019. Thus far these Woman
Officers were able to serve
Ecological Task Force Units,
TA Oil sector units and TA
Railway Engineer Regiment.
Based on the experience
gained during this period, a
considered proposal was

prepared to extend the
employment scope further
for women officers in TA
which has now been
approved by the Hon’ble
Raksha Mantri in April this
year.

Women Officers of the
Territorial Army will now be
posted with Engineer
Regiments of the Territorial
Army serving along the Line
of Control and as staff
off icers at TA Group
Headquarters/ Directorate
General of Territorial Army
at New Delhi, as per
organizational requirement.

This progressive policy

measure is aimed at
enhancing the scope of
employment of Women
Officers as also meet their
professional aspirations since
they will now serve and train
under the same conditions as
their male counterparts in a
wider range of units and
appointments including
serving in challenging field
conditions and in important
staff appointments. The
Territorial Army is based on a
Citizen Soldiers’ army concept
and officers undergo Annual
Training on basic military skills
while remaining gainfully
employed in civilian life.

The Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi has
condoled the loss of lives due
to the boat mishap in
Malappuram, Kerala. While
conveying his condolences, the
Prime Minister has announced
ex gratia for the dead.  The
Prime Minister Office tweeted

: "Pained by the loss of lives
due to the boat mishap in
Malappuram, Kerala.
Condolences to the bereaved
families.

An ex-gratia of Rs. 2
lakh from PMNRF would be
provided to the next of kin of
each deceased: PM"

PM condoles loss of lives due to the
boat mishap in Malappuram, Kerala

Special court grants regular bail to TMC spokesperson
Saket Gokhale in money laundering case

AHMEDABAD: A special
court here on Saturday
granted regular bail to
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
spokesperson Saket Gokhale
in a money laundering case
linked to alleged irregularities
in a crowd-funding initiative for
which he was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
in January this year.

Special judge DM Vyas
granted regular bail to Gokhale
who according to ED had
misused funds amounting to
Rs 1.07 crore and was
arrested under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). The probe agency

had accused Gokhale of
raising funds from people
through campaigns run on
online platforms
'Ourdemocracy.in' and
Razorpay. The fund thus raised
was allegedly utilised and
diverted for Gokhale's
personal expenses instead of
the intended purpose, the ED
said. The special court in
February rejected Gokhale's
plea for regular bail on the
grounds of the pending
investigation. Meanwhile, the
Supreme Court granted
Gokhale regular bail in a case
in which he was arrested by
the Ahmedabad Police in

December last year.
Simultaneously, the ED
concluded its investigation into
the PMLA case and registered
a complaint under sections 44
and 45 of the PMLA for the trial
of the offence of money
laundering against him.

Gokhale once again moved
an application for the grant of
regular bail before the court,
which allowed his plea and
ordered his release on
Saturday. Gokhale was
arrested by the Ahmedabad
cyber crime police on
December 6 for allegedly
spreading fake news regarding
the cost incurred on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's visit
to Morbi, where more than
130 people were killed in the
bridge collapse.

He secured bail in this case.
However, he was arrested on
December 8 by the Morbi police
for the same offence
registered there and was
granted bail the next day.

On December 1, 2022,
Gokhale shared a news
clipping about information
purportedly obtained through
the RTI (Right to Information)
claiming that Modi's visit to
Morbi after the bridge collapse
had cost Rs 30 crore. The
Ahmedabad police arrested
Gokhale for the third time on
December 28 for allegedly
siphoning off money collected
through crowdfunding, and his
custody was handed over to
the ED on January 25 this year
in a money laundering case
related to it.

Artworks by kids add tribal
flavour to tea stall ambience

Vadodara: The regulars
at the famous Vishnu tea-
stall near MS University’s fine
arts faculty were surprised
by some beautiful artworks
hanging on the trees around
it on Friday. It was a pleasant
sight for the visitors,
especially the MSU students,
who enjoyed admiring the
artworks prepared by tribal
kids from Chhota Udepur in
between sips of hot masala
tea!

The impromptu art
exhibition was organized by
Umbaro group along with the
Bhasha Research Centre at
the tea stall that is a favourite
haunt of hundreds of city’s
tea-lovers including the MSU
students every single day.

More than 50 pieces of

exquisite artworks made from
terracotta mix and natural mud
were kept at this open-air
gallery. Tribal children of
Vasantshala in Tejgadh, some
of whom haven’t ventured out
of their villages, made these
artworks. Umbaro members
said that the aim behind
organizing this display was to
keep the traditional art alive.
“The tribal kids were given
complete freedom to mould
what they wanted to and
express their creativity,” said
Umang Desai, member of
Umbaro group.

“We chose to display their
works at Vishnu tea stall as it
is frequented by people from all
walks of life daily. It was also
an attempt to connect people
with tribal art,” he added.
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Class 9 girl adopted
as 3-month-old

raped by father for
2 years in Surat

SURAT: A g i r l
abandoned by her biological
parents got a new lease of
life when a childless couple
from the city adopted her
when she was three months
old.But the girl, who is now
nearing 14 and studying in
Class 9, became a victim of
sexual  abuse with the
perpetrators be ing her
adoptive father, his younger
brother,  and h is  three
nephews. The ordeal of the
teenager, which began in
2021, was exposed by her
adopt ive mother who
witnessed her husband
abusing her on Friday.

She rescued the girl
and wnet to Adajan police
station to lodge a complaint
against her 46-year-old
husband, h is  younger
brother (41),  h is e lder
brother's son (24), younger
brother's son (22), and
sister-in-law's 16-year-old
son. Police arrested four
people including adoptive
father and his brother and
two nephews. It all began in
2021, when the accused
took her to the first floor of
their house and raped her.
She was subjected to sexual
abuse multiple times by the
five accused. The survivor
told police that she did not
complain earl ier as her
father and others
threatened to kill her or
thrash her. The couple had
adopted the girl from a
government shelter. Police
said the girl had confided in
her mother in early 2022
when she noticed scratch
marks on her body. When
her mother confronted the
husband, i t  resulted in
severe disputes between the
couple and he sent the girl
to study in a hostel. The
adoptive mother did not
approach pol ice then
thinking the abuse had
stopped. Police investigation
revealed that  g i r l  was
allegedly raped by a man in
2021 with whom she had
eloped.

Supreme Court
seeks Bihar govt's

reply on plea
challenging Anand
Mohan's release

from jail

The top court also
issued notice to Anand Mohan
to be served through the
Superintendent of Police,
Saharsa district and agreed to
hear the matter next week.
"Life imprisonment, when
awarded as a substitute for
death penalty, has to be
carried out strictly as directed
by the court and would be
beyond application of
remission," Uma Krishnaiah
said in her petition before the
Supreme Court. A n a n d
Mohan was released from the
Saharsa jail after the Nitish
Kumar government amended
prison rules as per which the
convicts having served 14 or
20 years in jail could be
released. The Bihar home
department had notified the
change in rule 481 (1-a) of the
Bihar Prison Manuel, 2012,
which deleted the the phrase
“or murder of a Government
servant on duty”.
Mohan was convicted in the
killing of then Gopalganj
district magistrate G
Krishnaiah on December 5,
1994 in Muzaffarpur.

As per the probe, the
don-turned-politician had
instigated a mob that dragged
the IAS officer out of his car
and lynched him.
Mohan was sentenced to death
by a trial court in 2007, but the
sentence was commuted to life
imprisonment by the Patna
high court. He had challenged
the verdict in the Supreme
Court, but stayed in the jail
after the top court rejected his
plea.

Man attacked for refusing to give
money to buy liquor in Ahmedabad

AHMEDABAD: A 24-
year-old man from the
Ambawadi area of the city on
Saturday filed a complaint
with the Ellisbridge police
alleging that his friend
attacked him first as he
refused to pay him money to
buy liquor. Later, his father and
cousin attacked and slashed
him.

Jagdish Makwana, a
resident of Rajivnagar in
Ambawadi, said that he was
sitting near a pan shop on
Friday night when a man
named Avinash Chauhan, a
resident of Ambedkar colony
in Ambawadi, came to him
and demanded money to buy
liquor.

Makwana refused to
give him any money after
which Avinash began beating
him. After a while, Avinash’
father Amrat came to
Makwana with Avinash’s
cousin Prakash Chauhan and
they again began fighting with
Makwana. He said in the FIR
that they first beat him badly
and later Prakash took out a
knife with which he slashed
Makwana’s forehead.

Makwana was taken to
Civil Hospital in Asarwa where
a medico-legal case was filed.
Ell isbridge police have
registered a case of causing
grievous hurt, using abusive
words and abetment against
Avinash, Amrat and Prakash.

Commercial realty projects
in Gujarat hit historic low

Ahmedabad : The real
estate sector in Gujarat
witnessed a significant shift in
the wake of the Covid-19
pandemic. The demand for
residential properties
skyrocketed, but the
commercial real estate
market took a significant hit.

The new supply of
commercial real estate has
plummeted by a staggering
80% over the past five years.
The pandemic-induced
lockdowns have had a
detrimen tal effect on the
retail and office space
markets, making developers
hesitant to initiate commercial
projects at the same pace as
before the outbreak. As a
result, the number of new
comme rcial property
launches has hit an all-time
low, setting a historic
precedent in the industry.

In 2017-18, Gujarat saw
411 commercial projects
registered with the Gujarat
Real Estate Regul atory
Authority (GujRERA), with a
combined carpet area of 54.
20 lakh sq m. However, this
number has steadily
decreased over the years. In
2021-22, only 241 commercial
projects with a carpet ar

ea of 12. 64 lakh sq m
were registered, and the
numbers dropped to 172
projects with a total of 8. 36
lakh sq m of carpet area in
2022-23. The total commercial
property project cost was Rs
19,399 crore in 2017-18,
which reduced by 79. 2% to
Rs 4,026 crore in 2022-23.

GujRERA data suggests
Ahmedabad alone contributes
almost 40% to Gujarat’s
commer cial real estate sector
as investors f r o m across the
state invest in the city.

The commercial
property demand in
Ahmedabad is rising because
rental yields have improved in
various parts of the city.

Ahmedabad registered

164 commercial property
projects with a total carpet
area of 21. 68 lakh sq m in
2017-18. This dropped to 69
projects and 3. 34 la kh sq m
carpet area last year.

“This shows that the
supply of new commercial
projects is very low. However,
the demand is picking up
strongly, so rates of
commercial prope rties will
remain firm for the next few
years,” said an Ahmedabad
developer. Credai National,
said, “There was a reduction
in commercial projects after
Covid struck. Against 2017-18,
supply was reduced by almost
80%, which has led to a
shortage of new Grade A office
spaces in Ahmedabad. ”

Demand to drive project
launches Interestingly, the
demand for grade-A
commercial spaces has
increased sharply over the
past few months, driven by
forays of new companies into
Gujarat and a thriving startup
ecosystem.

“Ahmedabad and
Gujarat will reap maximum
benefits out of projects like
GIFT City, Dholera Special
Investment Region (DSIR),
Delhi Mumbai Industrial
Corridor (DMIC), as well as
the bullet train project.
Connectivity to Mumbai and
Delhi will improve, and all
these projects will inc rease
demand for commercial
properties,” Patel further
explained. Yet another factor
propelling good demand for
commercial properties now is
the backto-office working
mode. “The deman d for retail
properties has gone up too. At
present, there is nearly zero
inventory in good commercial
projects due to limited supply.
Therefore, the city will see
new comm ercial projects
launched in 2023-24. We
believe Grade A environment-
friendly and sustainable
buildings with green building

certification will witness sales.
Areas including SG Road,
Sindhu Bhavan Road, Ambli-
Bopal and Vaishnodevi Circle
will see high office space
demand from IT, finance,
consulting, and co-working
space companies,” Patel
added.

Jay Deliwala, a property
consultant, s aid, “Ahmedabad
saw strong demand for office
space and retail space
between 2011 and 2019.
However, the lockdown
brought the work-from-home
concept. On the other hand,
retail outlets remained shut for
a longtime. Several lease
deals were cancelled, and
investors were concerned. It
was not a favourable situation
for developers to launch new
commercial projects.
However, the demand has
risen over the past few
months, and new projects
have been launched in good
numbers.

Rental yields have
improved in quality office and
retail space, drawing investors
back. ” Covid lockdown
changed the market scenario,
and many developers launched
residential projects instead of
commercial ones. Rajesh
Vaswani, director of Ven us
Group, said, “We wanted to
develop a commercial project
behind Rajpath Club. However,
the Covid lockdown changed
the scenario as the retail
segment was not performing,
and offices were closed due
to work from home. On

the other hand, the
demand for luxury residences
rose, so we decided to
develop a residential project
at the same site. ” Co-working
spaces coveted With the
hybrid work model becoming
widely accepted by most
companies in the post-
pandemic world, shared
workspaces are in an
expansion mode
inentrepreneurial Gujarat.

IIM-Ahmedabad to World Bank: The
remarkable journey of Ajaypal Singh Banga

AHMEDABAD: 'A hearty
man with a hearty laugh and
without question, a hearty
appetite. A stable, sensible,
fun guy who combines
business with pleasure with
the right amount of
seriousness and 'tempo'
thrown in' - that is how the
yearbook of PG at IIM
Ahmedabad (IIMA) described
Ajaypal Singh Banga, whose
dorm names were 'Surd' and
'Corporate.'

The archive at the B-
school gives a peek into the
student days of the newly
appointed World Bank
president Ajay Banga.

Banga shares a deep
bond with IIMA - his elder
brother Manvinder Singh
'Vindi' Banga is also a 1977
alumnus, whereas his wife
Ritu was a classmate in 1981.

Banga was invited as the
chief guest to the 50th
convocation of the B-school in
2015 when he and Ritu Banga
launched two scholarships for
the PGP students.

Banga, now a
naturalized US citizen, made

history by becoming the first
person of Indian origin to be
appointed the president of the
World Bank. He will hold the
position for five years.

In a career spanning
over four decades, Banga has
worked with brands such as
Nestle India, PepsiCo,
Citigroup, MasterCard and
General Atlantic.

The PG yearbook further
mentions, "Always ready for
second helpings of ice-creams
and other good things in life -
some of which Gujarat was
unable to offer in the requisite
amounts, the cantonment

notwithstanding. Sound on his
academic fundas, his class CP
was delivered in the strident
decibels of a corporate
prophet. Tull and Beatles
blared out from the filched DJ
speaker adroitly concealed in
one corner of his room. Ready
to help, be it Economics or
Railway bookings, his
boisterous laugh and deep
throated animal calls
ricocheted daily off the walls
of D-5. One of those stolid
pillars - in good times or bad."

In his convocation
speech, Banga had termed
coming to IIM-A as
'homecoming.' "This school
gave me a great education. It
gave me a family. I met my
wife here... IIMA has given my
wife and me an extended
family of very dear friends and
a robust network of contacts!"
he said. Parth Shastri is senior
correspondent at The Times of
India, Ahmedabad. He reports
on crime as well as issues
related to traffic in the city,
forensic investigation,
archaeology and emergency
medical services.

Hat-trick of organ donations in
Ahmedabad's Civil Hospital saves nine lives

AHMEDABAD: Civil
Hospital in the city recorded
a unique feat of three cadaver
donations for organ retrieval
in a matter of three days.

With the retrieval of
kidneys and liver in all three
instances, a total of nine
people got a new lease of life
through organ transplants.

On May 7, Manoj
Tamatta, 25, a resident of
Rajkot, succumbed to head
injury.

He was declared brain
dead after which his relatives
were counselled for organ
donation. It was the 107th
cadaver donation at the
hospital.

Man cheats Gujarat trader by replacing diamonds
worth Rs 32 lakh kept in parcels with gutka; held

SURAT: Police arrested
a man on Sunday for allegedly
cheating a diamond trader in
Gujarat's Surat city by
replacing the precious stones
worth Rs 32 lakh kept in
parcels with gutka packets, an
official said.

Trader Rushabh Vora in
his police complaint said the
accused, Raheel Manjani,
worked as a diamond broker
and took him into confidence

to obtain polished,
round and natural
quality diamonds
worth Rs
32,04,442 from his
office under the
pretext of selling
them to another
trader.

The broker

parcels and it was decided to
open the three sealed parcels
in front of the broker.

However, Vora was
shocked to find packets of
gutka, a chewing tobacco, in
the parcels in place of the
diamonds, the complaint
stated.

Vora alleged the broker
took him into confidence and
conspired with another
diamond trader to cheat him
by replacing the diamonds
with gutka.

The accused was booked
under Indian Penal Code
Sections 420 (cheating) and
409 (criminal breach of trust).
A probe was underway into
the offence and to find out if
other traders were involved in
it, the police said.

collected the diamonds in
three sealed parcels between
February 13 and 21, 2023, and
paid Rs 2 lakh to Vora as
token money, the trader said
in the complaint filed at
Mahidharpara police station.

Vora said the accused
then told him that he will make
the remaining payment in
three-four days.

When the payment was
not made, Vora asked for his

Ahmedabad court orders inquiry into Bihar deputy
CM Tejashwi Yadav's Gujarati 'thug' remarks

AHMEDABAD: A
metropolitan court in
Ahmedabad on Monday
ordered an inquiry into the
criminal defamation complaint
filed against Bihar deputy chief
minister Tejashwi Yadav over
his alleged remark, "Looking
at the present condition of the
country, only Gujaratis can be
cheats (thag)".

The court has ordered
the inquiry under Section 202
of the CrPC and posted further
proceedings on May 20, when
it is l ikely to examine
witnesses if they turn up to
depose before the court with
regard to Yadav's alleged
remark. The court decided to
hold the inquiry after verifying

the complainant’s identity and
his complaint on May 1.

A criminal defamation
complaint was filed against
Bihar deputy chief minister
Tejashwi Yadav in a court here
on Wednesday over his
alleged remark suggesting
"only Gujaratis can be thugs
in the current situation". The
complaint was filed against
the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
leader by social worker

Haresh Mehta, an office
bearer of an NGO – All India
Anti-corruption and Crime
Preventive Council,
approached the Metropolitan
Court No 17 last month
seeking action against the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)

leader under sections 499 and
500 of the IPC for defamation.

The complainant took
exception to Yadav's statement
that he watched on a YouTube
channel.

He quoted Yadav saying,
“Those two are the cheats, and
they have permission to cheat.
Looking at the present
condition of the country, only
Gujaratis can be cheats, and
their cheating will be
pardoned. Give them LIC’s
money, bank’s money. They
will run away with it, then who
will be responsible for it?”

The complainant claimed
that Yadav’s statement
amounts to defaming the
entire society of Gujarat.
Because of such a statement,
any Gujarati travelling outside
Gujarat will be viewed with
suspicion.

Saeed Khan is special
corespondent at The Times of
India, Ahmedabad. He reports
on courts and legal issues. He
also covers the income tax and
customs departments. He
loves spending time at
roadside tea stalls, chatting up
friends and getting news at
the same time.


